
Justice, compassion, and joy. This has been the shared mission of the congregation 
while I have served as president. As my presidency comes to a close, I realize those 
words have become my mantra. 

I am deeply grateful to Sara Meixner, Pat Lillquist, Trish Williams, Dan Leonard, Jen 
Edgar-Johnson, Bridget Almas, AND our Co-ministers, the Rev. Lynn Gardner and the 
Rev. Wendy Bartel for their hard work, compassion, patience, support, and good humor. 
Thank you for all you have done to support the congregation. I am also deeply grateful 
to Carol Conyers, Eric Dahl, and Lisa Temoshok for agreeing to serve on the board for 
the coming year. 

The Unitarian Universalist Society of Schenectady is so many things. It is a beautiful 
physical space and an important presence in the city and beyond. UUSS is also more 
than a physical plant or a reputation. UUSS is a beloved community, filled to the 
bursting with cherished members and friends. Some are happy to be movers and 
shakers and some are content to be sitters and contemplators. I love every single one of 
you and am so grateful for each of you. 

 It was daunting to take up the mantle of president, knowing who we are, what we do, 
and who has come before me. I realize I was standing on some pretty broad shoulders. 
The weight of the responsibility was not lost on me. I hope I have done y’all justice. 

As I mentioned in my congregational report, this precious, beloved community does not 
happen by magic. It takes a LOT of work, by a LOT of people. People who give of their 
time, their talent, and their treasure. I’ve been fortunate to serve as your president and 
to work with many of you, especially the Board Members and co-ministers. We have 
worked hard these past two years. We’ve done a lot of good work. And we’ve done 
work that wasn’t easy. Sometimes people were happy with our work and sometimes 
people were impatient or frustrated, even angry with our work. Some of the work you 
have seen and some of it has been behind the scenes. Sometimes the work was thrilling 
and energizing and sometimes it was exhausting. But all of it was (and is) valuable. All of 
it is done with our best intentions and with love.  It’s a big lift and it takes a lot of people 
to do it.  

So many of us here do so much—For example: 56 kids and youth completed OWL this 
year, we’ve had new and continuing adult faith development opportunities, we have 
many active teams and committees, Family Promise continues to do good work. Our 



recent Service Auction raised over $20,000, including $5000 for the building fund! All of 
that is AWESOME! I want to also point to our Stewardship Drive this year: with their 
guidance, we are nearing the goal of $470,000 with over $465,000 pledges received. 
(One last pitch, if you haven’t pledged, NOW would be the time to do it.) But it’s not just 
the giant numbers that matter so much (although they DO matter), it’s ALL the 
accomplishments—so many, MANY things go on in and around the life of our 
congregation. Thank you to the RE teachers, to the Ministry Team and Advisory 
Committee members, to the coffee servers, to the greeters and ushers, to the 
gardeners, etc., etc., etc. Thank you to each of you for every single thing you do. I 
cannot possibly list them all here. I can only say THANK YOU. 

I simply cannot state how amazing all this generosity is or how grateful I am to each and 
every one of you! I also want you to consider, when someone asks, if it’s possible, to 
please say yes. Whether that be time/treasure/or talent. Better yet…seek out your 
trustees or co-ministers and say, “Here are my talents, how can I serve? What can I do?” 
I promise you, you WILL reap more than you sow. I know I have. 

Your board and I are not just grateful for your time/talent/treasure. We are also deeply 
grateful for your patience and trust. Thank you for forgiving us when we weren’t able to 
get the congregational report and agenda out to you all in a timely fashion. Thank you 
for your patience as we worked through the challenges of the congregational finances of 
the past two years. Thank you for working with us as we continue to strive toward 
creating policies, and give more direction for our Advisory Committees. Thank you for 
gently calling our attention to learning and growth opportunities. We have made our 
congregation better and stronger through all of these experiences. 

It’s been said, that if you only say one prayer a day, let it be thank you. Thank you, Sara, 
Pat, Trish, Dan, Jen, and Bridget, Lynn and Wendy. I have learned so much from all of 
you and I am grateful for your hard work and your friendship. Thank you to Donald, 
Alex, Will, Kira, and Marcelo for your patience, support, and love while allowing me to 
cut in to our family time to do this important work. And to all of YOU, thank YOU for 
your patience, care, and affection. You have taught me so much and touched my heart 
in ways you could never know. It has been my honor and my privilege to serve as your 
board president. I hope I have served you well. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

 


