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October 2022 Spokane Area Diversity/Cultural Events Calendar 
 

 
National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM).  Public Law 176, enacted by the Congress in 1945, 
designated the first week in October each year as "National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week."  President 
Harry S. Truman designated the President's Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities to carry out the 
Act.  In 1962, the word "physically" was removed from the week's name to acknowledge the employment needs of 
all Americans with disabilities.  Congress expanded the week to a month in 1988 and changed its name to 
"National Disability Awareness Month," which eventually evolved to its current name.  The Labor Department's 
Office of Disability Employment Policy took over responsibility for National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month in 2001.   
 
The 2022 theme is “Disability: Part of the Equity Equation.” reflects the recognition of the important role people 
with disabilities play in a diverse and inclusive American workforce.  For more information visit 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/odep/initiatives/ndeam.  
 
The purpose of National Disability Employment Awareness Month celebrates the contributions of workers with 
disabilities and educates about the value of a workforce inclusive of their skills and talents. Held annually, National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month is led by the U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment 
Policy, but its true spirit lies in the many observances held at the grassroots level across the nation every year. 
Employers of all sizes and in all industries are encouraged to participate in NDEAM. 
 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender History Month promotes the teaching of LGBT history.  First celebrated in 
1994, October was selected, as the first and second Marches on Washington for lesbian and gay rights were held in 
October in 1979 and 1987.  For more information visit http://www.glbthistorymonth.com.   
 
National Italian American Heritage Month recognizes the achievements of Americans of Italian descent as well as 
Italians in American.  This month was chosen to coincide with Columbus Day.  Visit 
http://www.italianheritagemonth.com/ for more information. 
 
German American Heritage Month recognizes the achievements of German-Americans.  German-American Day 
was originally proclaimed by President Regan in 1983.  About one in four persons in the United States claims 
German ancestry.  Visit https://nationaltoday.com/german-american-heritage-month/ for more information. 
 
Polish American Heritage Month celebrates Polish history, culture, and pride of Polish Americans.  The first Polish 
settlers arrived at Jamestown, VA in 1608.  Visit www.polishamericancenter.com or 
http://www.polishamericancenter.org/heritmo.htm.  
 
National Hispanic Heritage Month – In 1968, Congress first designated the week including September 15 and 16 as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week to celebrate the cultural, heritage, and contributions of the diverse cultures 
within the Hispanic community.  This week was chosen because of two historical events: independence for Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua on September 15, 1821 and Mexico’s Independence Day, 
which was the beginning of the struggle against the Spanish on September 16, 1810.  In 1988, Congress expanded 
the week to a full 31-day period from September 15 to October 15.  This year’s theme “Unidos: Inclusivity for a 
Stronger Nation”.  Visit https://nationalcouncilhepm.org/. 
 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month - The color purple signifies Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  One in 
four women in Spokane will experience domestic violence at some point during her lifetime.  Spokane County has 
the second highest rate of domestic violence in the State of Washington.  In October 1987, the first Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month was observed. That same year the first national toll-free hotline began.   
 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/odep/initiatives/ndeam
http://www.glbthistorymonth.com/
http://www.italianheritagemonth.com/
https://nationaltoday.com/german-american-heritage-month/
http://www.polishamericancenter.com/
http://www.polishamericancenter.org/heritmo.htm
https://nationalcouncilhepm.org/
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The YWCA invites Spokane businesses and individuals to wear purple, shine purple lights at your home 
and business, and display DVAM materials (free stickers, buttons, and flyers provided by YWCA 
Spokane). Email dvam@ywcaspokane.org to receive free items to display this October.  
For more information visit https://ywcaspokane.org/dvam/ .  
 

******************************************************************************* 
 
Democracy Now 
Day: Monday-Friday 
Time: 8:00 am – 9:00 am & 5:00 pm-6:00 pm 
A national, daily, independent, award-winning news program hosted by journalists Amy Goodman and Juan 
Gonzalez. Pioneering the largest public media collaboration in the U.S. Link https://www.democracynow.org/. 
KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Democracy Now! Headlines in Spanish 
Date: Saturday 
Time: 7:00 am – 8:00 am  
Democracy Now! is a national, daily, independent, award-winning news program hosted by journalists Amy 
Goodman and Juan Gonzalez on KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: www.kyrs.org  or www.democracynow.org.  
 
Dragonflies on Thin Air 
Day: Sunday 
Time: 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
One of the few elementary age children’s radio shows produced by kids for kids in the country. The program is fun 
and educational for children and adults, and includes a mix of jokes, music, guests, stories, poetry, trivia and more.  
includes Alice, Elenor C., Lily, Rowan, Sicely, Finn, Eleanor M., Sophia, Aleric and Amara. They all go to Spokane 
Public Montessori elementary school. KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Earth Matters Now! 
Date: Tuesday 
Time: 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  
Providing a unique perspective on environmental news, issues and science to inform, educate, enable and create a 
platform for positive environmental action. KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Generational Warfare 
Day: Saturday 
Time: 9:00 am – 10:00 am 
Join host Ry the Y as he battles with his Gen Z co-hosts, Zakris and Ezekiel. The three friends, alongside guests from 
the community, grapple with generational divides — both the silly and the seemingly irreconcilable.  KYRS 92.3 FM 
or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Irish Music on Tap 
Day: Wednesday 
Time: 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Music from Ireland, Scotland and England as well as Celtic Brittany and Canada.  Hosted by Don and Rick, on KYRS 
92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
KYRS Community Radio: Page Turner Show 
Discussions with various folks. 
Date: Fridays  
Time: 1:00 pm 
Location: Listen on 88.1, 92.3 or at kyrs.org 
For more information visit https://kyrs.org/.  

mailto:dvam@ywcaspokane.org
https://ywcaspokane.org/dvam/
https://www.democracynow.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.democracynow.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
https://kyrs.org/
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Latin Lounge 
Day: Monday 
Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm 
A wide spectrum of Latin music.  Hosted by “Corazon” on KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website:  
http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Nacho Celtic Hour 
Day: Sunday 
Time: 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Caridwen Irvine-Spatz is the host of the Nacho Celtic Hour, a program that explores acoustic music from many 
traditions but mainly focused on music from the Celtic diaspora- especially if it has a local connection. Lately the 
show has been featuring music from Ukraine. Listen on KPBX at 91.1, visit website 
https://www.spokanepublicradio.org/kpbx-91-1-radio-schedule#weekly.  
 
Out and About 
Day: Tuesday 
Time: 4:00 pm – 4:55 pm 
Consists of a variety of LGBTQ, local news, locally produced, music and public Affairs.  Host and producer Maeve 
Griffith.  KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Queens of Noise 
Day: Wednesday  
Time: 8:00 pm-10:00 pm 
You will hear best in female vocalist/musicians.  Hosted by Luscious Duchess, KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: 
http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
The Science of Poverty 
Day:  Saturday 
Time: 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Explores the topic of poverty.  Hosted by Jesse Quintana, official Facebook site.  KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  
Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
The Spanish Hour 
Day: Monday 
Time: 8:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Candice Agree invites everyone who has an interest in, a fascination of, and a love for the cultural life of Spain and 
the Spanish-speaking world to tune in to this unique classical music program.  Listen on KPBX at 91.1, visit website 
https://www.spokanepublicradio.org/kpbx-91-1-radio-schedule#weekly.  
 
Sounds of Science 
Day: Sunday 
Time: 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Lively discussion of what’s happening in the world of science, from how it is affecting our lives to the ways we are 
shaping it.  Hosted by Blake, Amaya and Adam.  KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org,  
 
Welcome Home 
Day: Thursday 
Time: 10:00 am – noon 
A multi-genre roots based folk show.  KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 

http://www.kyrs.org/
https://www.spokanepublicradio.org/kpbx-91-1-radio-schedule#weekly
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
https://www.spokanepublicradio.org/kpbx-91-1-radio-schedule#weekly
http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
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Women’s Media Center Live 
Day: Wednesday 
Time: noon – 1:00 pm 
WMC Live with Robin Morgan tackles today’s hottest topics; whether it be sex, politics, art, humor, religion, 
culture, or news stories that go unreported, each is engaged regularly, insightfully, and intelligently.  KYRS 92.3 FM 
or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 
Workin’ Woman Blues 
Day: Sunday 
Time: 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Tunes to help you shake the blues out of your hair with a mix of Funk, R&B, Soul and Blues.  Hosted by Jukebox 
Jennie.  KYRS 92.3 FM or 88.1 FM.  Website: http://www.kyrs.org. 
 

******************************************************************************** 
 
Americans and the Holocaust Exhibit 
Americans and the Holocaust, originally scheduled at Gonzaga in March of 2020, and postponed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Traveling exhibition from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum that examines the motives, 
pressures and fears that shaped Americans’ responses to Nazism, war and genocide in Europe during the 1930s 
and 1940s.  
This exhibition challenges the commonly held assumptions that Americans knew little and did nothing about the 
Nazi persecution and murder of Jews as the Holocaust unfolded. Drawing on a remarkable collection of primary 
sources from the 1930s and ’40s, the exhibition focuses on the stories of individuals and groups of Americans who 
took action in response to Nazism.  
Dates: August 23, 2022- October 7, 2022 
Time: Please check this link for hours as they vary during the exhibit’s dates https://www.gonzaga.edu/foley-
library/about/news-events/americans-and-the-holocaust/exhibit-hours-and-tours.  
Location: Foley Library, Cowles Rare Reading Room, 3rd Floor 
For more information, visit https://www.gonzaga.edu/foley-library/about/news-events/americans-and-the-
holocaust/exhibit-location-and-parking.  A series of related special events will be presented by the Gonzaga Center 
for the Study of Hate, the Seattle Holocaust Center for Humanity, and supported by the Gonzaga University Jewish 
Bulldogs and the Spokane County Human Rights Task Force.  
 
Voices, Vibrance, Vision 
Local artists Shantell Jackson and Tracy Poindexter-Canton have joined creative forces once again to offer an 
exhibition of new works inspired by contemporary Black literature.   
Dates: September 2-October 29, 2022 
Time: Sunday 11:00 am – 6:00 pm; Monday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm; and 
Friday-Saturday 10:00 am – 9:00 pm. 
Location: Liberty Gallery, above Aunties Bookstore at 402 W. Main Ave  
For more information visit https://www.potteryplaceplus.com/liberty-gallery.  
 
Dancing with Life: Mexican Masks 
These masks are a fascinating window into Mexican culture, they are saintly, colorful, grotesque, and humorous 
looking. With a regional focus in Michoacan, Mexico, this exhibit features more than 50 dance masks with roots in 
the celebration of religious holidays, as well as dance costumes and videos featuring the artists and dancers. 
Across Mexico, mask-making is a vibrant and playful art form, depicting everything from animals, devils and holy 
figures, to celebrities from contemporary politics and culture.  
Dates: September 3, 2022 – April 16, 2023 
Time: Tuesday- Sunday, 10:00 am-5:00 pm, 3rd Thursday, 10:00 am – 8:00 pm.  
Location: NW Museum of Arts and Culture, 2316 West First Avenue 
Cost: $7.00 - $12.00 
For more information visit https://www.northwestmuseum.org/exhibitions/current-exhibitions/.  

http://www.kyrs.org/
http://www.kyrs.org/
https://www.gonzaga.edu/foley-library/about/news-events/americans-and-the-holocaust/exhibit-hours-and-tours
https://www.gonzaga.edu/foley-library/about/news-events/americans-and-the-holocaust/exhibit-hours-and-tours
https://www.gonzaga.edu/foley-library/about/news-events/americans-and-the-holocaust/exhibit-location-and-parking
https://www.gonzaga.edu/foley-library/about/news-events/americans-and-the-holocaust/exhibit-location-and-parking
https://www.potteryplaceplus.com/liberty-gallery
https://www.northwestmuseum.org/exhibitions/current-exhibitions/
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Rangoli Art Contest 
Through a city-wide Rangoli contest, we plan to celebrate the vibrant and iconic traditions of Diwali.  Spokane 
United We Stand & The Vedic Cultural Center are offering cash prizes totaling $2000.  The contest is open to any 
interested person of all ages. Entries will be judged based on originality, creativity, and must be a resident within a 
50-mile radius of Spokane. 
Date: October 22, 2022 for judging and awards ceremony.  
Time: 4:00 pm 
Location: River Park Square, 808 W Main Ave, second floor. 
Cost: Free, open to the public 
For more information on art submission visit https://www.spokaneunitedwestand.org/, email 
Charitydoyl@yahoo.com or call 509.928.9664.   
 
Help the YWCA Celebrate Amazing Women in Spokane.  YWCA Spokane is asking for 2023 Women of 
Achievement Award Nominations. 
YWCA Spokane’s Woman of Achievement awards luncheon to be held March 2023, provides an 
opportunity to honor and celebrate the outstanding contributions of women in our community who 
demonstrate leadership through their professional work or service to the community.   
 
We encourage submissions in the following categories: 

Arts & Culture     Business & Industry 
Carl Maxey Racial & Social Justice   Community Enhancement 
Education     Government and Public Service 
Science, Technology, and Environment  Young Woman of Achievement 
 

The nomination form and details about each category may be found at ywcaspokane.org/woaform and may be 
completed and submitted online, via email to woa@ywcaspokane.org, or by mail to 930 N Monroe St, Spokane, 
WA 99201, Attention: Women of Achievement Awards. The deadline for submissions is October 31, 2022.  Visit 
https://ywcaspokane.org/how-to-help/events/women-of-achievement/woaform/ for more information.  
 
 *************************************************************************** 
 
Fall Fest 
Wide range of activities: sing aligns, magic shows, roaming dancers, petting zoo, kids carnival, urban pumpkin 
patch, food trucks, and interaction fun.  
Date:  Saturday, October 1, 2022 
Time:  11:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Location:  River Park Square, Wala Street (between Main and Spokane Falls Blvd). Riverfront Park 
Cost: $10.00 
For more information visit  https://downtownspokane.org/event/48701/2022-10-01/.  Sponsored by WSECU in 
partnership with Downtown Spokane Partnership.  
 
Oktoberfest Celebration 
Join live entertainment, beer, wine, bratwurst and kartoffelsalat 
Date:  Saturday, October 1, 2022 
Time:  doors open at 4.00 pm 
Location:  Deutsches Haus, 25 W Third Ave 
Cost: $10.00 
For more information visit www.germanamericansociety-spokane.org.  Sponsored by the German American 
Society.  
 

https://www.spokaneunitedwestand.org/
mailto:Charitydoyl@yahoo.com
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=33403807&srctid=1&erid=2066659710&trid=625c0bda-f316-4e4d-b1d1-cd808e6b1948&linkid=253577148&isbbox=1&pid=0
https://ywcaspokane.org/how-to-help/events/women-of-achievement/woaform/
http://www.germanamericansociety-spokane.org./
http://www.germanamericansociety-spokane.org./
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Rangoli Art Workshop 
Let good luck, peace, prosperity, and happiness shower on your family and friends with our Rangoli  making 
workshop. This Diwali, you have the chance to learn an ancient art in which intricate designs are created on the 
floors and entryways of houses and temples.  For families with children 6+, parents/guardians must take part with 
their children.  Limited to the first 100 attendees. 
Date:  Sunday, October 2, 2022 
Time:  1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Location:  Spokane Central Public Library, 906 W Main  
Cost: Free and open to the public.  Materials will be provided and you are welcome to bring your own materials.   
For more information visit https://www.spokanelibrary.org/central/, click on events. 
 
Community Connect Resource Fair 
Resource fair with agencies and programs that offer support for housing, employment, mental and behavioral 
health, medical health, addiction recovery, food and nutrition. Second Harvest will be on site with their mobile 
market, operating from 10 to 11 AM. 
Date:  Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
Time:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Location:  The Warehouse Athletic Facility, 800 N Hamilton St 
Cost: Free, open to the public.   
For more information visit http://www.warehouseathletics.com/.  
 
Lt. Colonel Olga Custodio, USAF (Ret) – An Evening with America’s First Latina Military Pilot 
The first Latina to complete U.S. Air Force Undergraduate Pilot Training with a fighter qualification to fly the T-38 
as an instructor pilot, Olga E. Custodio will share essential life insights and perspectives that have allowed her to 
achieve many firsts during her career. Olga has a valuable message for everyone working to fulfill their dreams. 
Date:  Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
Time:  7:00 pm – 8:15 pm 
Location:  myrtle Woldson Performing Arts Center, Gonzaga University 
Cost: Free, open to the public.  Register for a free ticket here.  
For more information visit https://www.gonzaga.edu/about/president-leadership/presidential-speaker-series.  
 
20th Annual Transitions People Who Care Fundraiser – Growth and Wholeness 
Date: Thursday, October 6, 2022 
Times: noon – 1:00 pm 
Location: The Centennial Hotel, 303 West River Drive 
Cost: Free with lunch provided, you will be asked to donate to the fundraiser. 
For more information and to register visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/people-who-care-2022-tickets-
387213073727.   
 
Terrain 2022 Preview Night 
Want a more intimate Terrain experience? Preview Night allows you to skip the lines, beat the crowds, meet the 
artists, buy art first, and support Terrain. 
Date: Thursday, October 6, 2022 
Times: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Location: Jensen Byrd 2.0, 314 W Riverside Ave 
Cost: $25.00 
For more information visit https://www.terrainspokane.com/terrain.  
 

https://www.spokanelibrary.org/central/
http://www.warehouseathletics.com/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgonzagaperformingarts.evenue.net%2Fcgi-bin%2Fncommerce3%2FSEGetEventList%3FgroupCode%3DGTR1004%26linkID%3Dtwgu-pa%26shopperContext%3D%26caller%3D%26appCode%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cruff%40gonzaga.edu%7Cd76f45562a20463c3ad808da9a786fd2%7C2ba334075ccc4940bd16ae154f04c3ca%7C0%7C0%7C637992139310320445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8G27BryjBEb6IsuKfriVAve6uVWMaZF%2FTwVM2c2428%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gonzaga.edu/about/president-leadership/presidential-speaker-series
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/people-who-care-2022-tickets-387213073727
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/people-who-care-2022-tickets-387213073727
https://www.terrainspokane.com/terrain
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First Annual Friday Soiree - Come Meet the Artists! 
Enjoy an evening meeting the artists taking part in Spokane Valley Arts Council’s 15th annual Art Auction.  Talk with 
the artists and learn their process and get a preview of Saturday’s festivities with an option to start your bidding a 
day early. 
Date: Friday, October 7, 2022 
Times: 4:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Location: Centerplace Regional Event Center 
Cost: Free 
For more information and to purchase a ticket for Saturday visit https://www.spokanevalleyarts.org/.  
 
Terrain 2022 Main Event 
In addition to all the visual art you’ll experience a full-musical line-up; literary, dance and other performances; food 
trucks, photo booth; thousands of your closest friends; and more! 
Date: Friday, October 7, 2022 
Times: 5:00 pm – 12:00 am 
Location: Jensen Byrd 2.0, 314 W Riverside Ave 
Cost: Free for all ages 
For more information visit https://www.terrainspokane.com/terrain.  
 
15th Annual Artist Showcase Art Auction 
Enjoy a meal, live music and a chance your take home your favorite piece.  There is a silent and live auction. 
Date: Saturday, October 8, 2022 
Times: 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm, auction begins at 6:30 pm   
Location: Centerplace Regional Event Center 
Cost: $65.00 
For more information and to purchase a ticket visit https://www.spokanevalleyarts.org/ or call Gail Bongiovanni at 
509.922.4493. 
 
1st Annual FIL-AM (Filipino-American) History Celebration 

Recognizing October 18, 1587 as the date when the first Filipino arrived in the United States.  An evening of 

Philippine cultural performances, historical presentations, dancing, music, food, and fellowship. 
Date: Saturday, October 8, 2021 
Time:  6:00 pm – 10:00 pm  
Location:  Spokane Public Library, downtown, 906 W Main, 3rd floor 
Cost:  Free, potluck – please bring a dish to share for 10 people.  If your last name starts with A-F bring a main dish; 
G-L bring a side dish, M-R bring a dessert; S-Z bring drinks. 
For more information, visit http://www.fckbook.com/filamnw.  Filipino American Northwest Association will also 
provide food.   
 
World Homeless Day with Union Gospel Mission (UGM) 
In partnership with Hello for Good, UGM invites you to meet downtown on World Homeless Day.  Walk the streets 
in guided groups, hand out warming bags and resource cards to those in need, spread the message that there are 
people who want to help. 
Date: Saturday, October 9, 2021 
Time:  10:00 am – 11:30 am 
Location:  Washington Trust Bank, 717 W Sprague Ave. 
Cost:  Free  
For more information call 509.353.4204.  
 

https://www.spokanevalleyarts.org/
https://www.terrainspokane.com/terrain
https://www.spokanevalleyarts.org/
http://www.fckbook.com/filamnw
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According to Coyote by John Kauffman 
A vibrant and entertaining anthology of tales featuring the legendary hero of American Indian mythology, 
According to Coyote is an encounter with the richness and vitality of Native American culture using age-old 
traditions of music, dance, and theatre. Directed by Kauffman's niece Josephine Keefe and performed by Nez Perce 
actor, Kellen Lewis.  
Date: Monday, October 10, 2022 
Times: 11:00 am and 6:30 pm  
Location: Riverfront Park Pavilion 
Cost: Free 
For more information visit https://my.spokanecity.org/riverfrontspokane/calendar/2022/10/10/according-to-
coyote/.  In partnership with One Heart Native Art and Film Festival and Red Eagle Soaring.  
 
LUNAA Seminar: Consejos Navigating the Barriers as Hispanic/BIPOC Professional  
Professionals Panel followed by networking hour with appetizers and beverages.  Panel:  Judger Gloria Ochoa-
Buck, Municipal Court Judge for City of Spokane; Manuela Barton, CPA, assurance Senior Manager, Christopher 
Mercado, Law Professor at GU, Kellyan Nguyen, PGY-1 Pharmacy Resident, Jennifer Vigil, Owner and lead singer of 
Son Dulce live Salas, Patricia Valdes, MSW, LNHC, Phd. 
Date:  Thursday, October 13, 2022 
Time:  4:30 pm 
Location: Davenport Hotel 
Cost:  Free, to register, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lunaa-student-leadership-seminar-tickets-
416340414387?aff=ebdssbeac.  
For more information visit their website at https://www.hbpaofspokane.org/.   
 
Julian Aguon (04) Distinguished Alumni Speaker  
A Chamorro human rights lawyer from Guam working at the intersection of Indigenous rights and environmental 
justice, will share readings, inspiration and reflections from his highly successful book, No Country for Eight Spot 
Butterflies, and engage the audience in a rich dialogue and Gonzaga reflections. 
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2022 
Time:  4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 
Location:  Hemmingson Ballroom, Gonzaga University   
Cost:  Free, need to RSVO, see link below  
For more information visit https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/13/distinguished-alumni-
speaker-julian-aguon.  Book sales available on site, and book signing offered at event conclusion. 
 
American Democracy’s Indigenous Roots and Future 
History books teach us that the Founding Fathers birthed American democracy, but do not reveal the Indigenous 
sources of inspiration that guided their vision. The Haudenosaunee Confederacy’s Great Law of Peace—uniting six 
Nations in an alliance that predates the American Constitution by centuries—served as a powerful example to men 
such as Benjamin Franklin, who benefited from the political guidance of Haudenosaunee leaders. Franklin directly 
cited the Law’s influence on the Constitution. 
But even Franklin did not comprehend the political and spiritual power held by the clan mothers of these 
matriarchal societies, who were instrumental to building and maintaining a peaceful union. Join storyteller Fern 
Renville as she shares stories both mythic and personal that reframe and highlight the history, present, and future 
of Indigenous female power and leadership in America. Such stories include the Seneca story of The Peacemaker 
and the Dakota story of White Buffalo Calf Woman. 
Fern Naomi Renville (she/her) is a Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota, Omaha, and Seneca-Cayuga storyteller, theatre 
director, and playwright. She is the great-granddaughter of Melinda Cayuga, a Seneca matriarch who exemplified 
the loving strength of the clan mothers.  Renville lives in Washougal. 
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2022 
Time:  6:00 pm  
Location:  On-line   
Cost:  Free, must register, see below  

https://my.spokanecity.org/riverfrontspokane/calendar/2022/10/10/according-to-coyote/
https://my.spokanecity.org/riverfrontspokane/calendar/2022/10/10/according-to-coyote/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lunaa-student-leadership-seminar-tickets-416340414387?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lunaa-student-leadership-seminar-tickets-416340414387?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.hbpaofspokane.org/
https://www.julianaguon.com/
https://www.julianaguon.com/
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/13/distinguished-alumni-speaker-julian-aguon
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/13/distinguished-alumni-speaker-julian-aguon
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For more information and to register at https://www.humanities.org/event/online-american-democracys-
indigenous-roots-and-future-11/.  Sponsored by humanities Washington, https://www.humanities.org/.  Hosted by 
Southwest Seattle Historical Society. 
 
El Poder de Contario Documentary 
Filmed in Spokane, produced by MiA (Mujeres in Action), that centers on the stories of three Latinas and their 
experiences with domestic violence and sexual assault.  Along with the screening, they will have a panel of 
community experts for a Q&A. Experts are from Gonzaga University, YWCA, and Midé Integrative Therapies. 
Trained staff from Mujeres in Action will be present to provide one-to-one support if needed during and after the 
event. 
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2022 
Time:  6:00 pm  
Location:  Hemmingson Auditorium, Gonzaga University 
Cost:  Free  
For more information visit https://en.miaspokane.org/ or https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-
events/events/2022/10/13/el-poder-de-contarlo-the-power-to-tell-film-screening.  Sponsored by The Department 
of Women's and Gender Studies.  
 
Science in Spanish: Electricity 
Kids will learn about electricity and expand their Spanish vocabulary by practicing scientific terms that aren’t used 
in everyday conversation. This program is presented by Fabiola Hammond and is intended for children who 
understand spoken Spanish and are willing to try speaking some. Grades kindergarten through third and their 
families. 
Date:  Saturday, October 15, 2022 
Time:  2:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
Location:  North Spokane Library, 44 E Hawthorne 
Cost: Free, registration is required.  
For more information visit http://www.scld.org/, or call 509.893.8350. 
 
Shanthi Ragas 
Indian Classical Music, new approach to an ancient tradition.  Anjan Saha on sitar, Phil Scarff on saxophone and 
Arup Chattopadhyay on table.   
Date:  Saturday, October 15, 2022 
Time:  6:50 pm – 9:00 pm 
Location:  Unity Spiritual Center, 2900 S Bernard St 
Cost: Free, will accept donations.  Must register due to limited seating.  Indian vegetarian dinner available for 
purchase stated at 5:15 pm.  
For more information and to register due to limited seating call 509.467.5558 or email sacaspokane@gmail.com.  
Sponsored by South Asia Cultural Association (SACA) in association with the City of Spokane, Innovia Foundation 
and individual donors.  
 
According to Coyote by John Kauffman 
A vibrant and entertaining family-friendly anthology of tales featuring the legendary hero of Native American 
mythology. According to Coyote is an encounter with the richness and vitality of Native American culture using 
age-old traditions of music, dance, and theatre. Written by John Kaufman, the play will be directed by Kauffman's 
niece and performed by Nez Perce actor, Kellen Lewis. 
Date: Saturday, October 16, 2022 
Times: 2:00 pm  
Location: MAC, Outdoor Amphitheater, 2316 W First Ave 
Cost: $12.00 
For more information visit http://www.northwestmuseum.org/.   In partnership with One Heart Native Art and 
Film Festival and Red Eagle Soaring.  Profits benefit the Salish School. 
 

https://www.humanities.org/event/online-american-democracys-indigenous-roots-and-future-11/
https://www.humanities.org/event/online-american-democracys-indigenous-roots-and-future-11/
https://www.humanities.org/
https://en.miaspokane.org/
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/13/el-poder-de-contarlo-the-power-to-tell-film-screening
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/13/el-poder-de-contarlo-the-power-to-tell-film-screening
http://www.scld.org/
http://www.northwestmuseum.org/
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NAACP Monthly Membership Meeting 
Date:  Monday, October 17, 2022 
Time:  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Location:  Community Building, 35 W Main Ave or community venue, check their Facebook page 
Cost: Free, meeting open to everyone 
For more information contact spokanenaacp@gmail.com or visit their Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/spokane.naacp/.  Note that this meeting may be virtual, please visit their Facebook for 
updates.  
 
Where the Children Take Us: Author Talk with Zain E. Asher 
Popular CNN anchor, Zain E. Asher discusses her moving and inspiring memoir, Where the Children Take Us.  It is 
the story of her mother’s harrowing fight to raise four children as a widowed immigrant in South London. 
Date: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 
Time:  4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Location: On-lineCost:  Free, must register, see website below to register 

For more information visit http://www.scld.org/author-series. 
 
YWCA DVAM Pathways Forward: Centering Survivors 
Join YWCA Spokane during Week Without Violence as they engage the community with key Spokane 
experts and YWCA staff in a progress-minded conversation about how domestic violence survivors have 
been impacted by recent legislative changes.  A virtual discussion between three local panelists focusing 
on your questions about recent legislative changes and how domestic violence survivors have been 
impacted. 
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 
Time:  noon – 1:00 pm 
Cost:  Free, must register, link will be provided after registration 
For more information visit https://ywcaspokane.org/event/pathways-oct19-2022/ or call 509.789.9305.  
 
American Democracy’s Indigenous Roots and Future 
History books teach us that the Founding Fathers birthed American democracy, but do not reveal the Indigenous 
sources of inspiration that guided their vision. The Haudenosaunee Confederacy’s Great Law of Peace—uniting six 
Nations in an alliance that predates the American Constitution by centuries—served as a powerful example to men 
such as Benjamin Franklin, who benefited from the political guidance of Haudenosaunee leaders. Franklin directly 
cited the Law’s influence on the Constitution. 
But even Franklin did not comprehend the political and spiritual power held by the clan mothers of these 
matriarchal societies, who were instrumental to building and maintaining a peaceful union. Join storyteller Fern 
Renville as she shares stories both mythic and personal that reframe and highlight the history, present, and future 
of Indigenous female power and leadership in America. Such stories include the Seneca story of The Peacemaker 
and the Dakota story of White Buffalo Calf Woman. 
Fern Naomi Renville (she/her) is a Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota, Omaha, and Seneca-Cayuga storyteller, theatre 
director, and playwright. She is the great-granddaughter of Melinda Cayuga, a Seneca matriarch who exemplified 
the loving strength of the clan mothers.  Renville lives in Washougal. 
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 
Time: 7:00 pm  
Location:  On-line   
Cost:  Free, must register, see below  
For more information and to register, https://www.humanities.org/event/online-american-democracys-
indigenous-roots-and-future-14/.  Sponsored by humanities Washington, https://www.humanities.org/.  Hosted by 
Arts and Humanities Bainbridge. 
 

mailto:spokanenaacp@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/spokane.naacp/
http://www.scld.org/author-series
https://ywcaspokane.org/event/pathways-oct19-2022/
https://www.humanities.org/event/online-american-democracys-indigenous-roots-and-future-14/
https://www.humanities.org/event/online-american-democracys-indigenous-roots-and-future-14/
https://www.humanities.org/
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El Poder de Contario (The Power to Tell) Documentary 
Filmed in Spokane, produced by MiA (Mujeres in Action), that centers on the stories of three Latinas and their 
experiences with domestic violence and sexual assault. 
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2022 
Time:  6:00 pm  
Location:  Garland Theater 
Cost:  ?? 
For more information visit https://en.miaspokane.org/.  
 
Bedtime Stories – Humanities WA Fundraiser 
Northwest writers unveil original short stories created exclusively for the event proceeds go toward Humanities 
Washington's mission to open minds and bridge divides by creating spaces to explore different perspectives. 
This year, join New York Times-bestselling author Jess Walter, PEN/Hemingway Award finalist S.M. Hulse, and 
Washington State Poet Laureate Rena Priest for an evening of celebration and community. 
Date: Friday, October 21, 2022 
Time: 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Location: Riverside Place, 1110 W Riverside Ave 
Cost: $150 individual ticket, $1,500 table sponsorship.  Nightstand Book Package - $50.00 - A special package of 
three books: a selection from our featured authors--S.M. Hulse, Rena Priest, and Jess Walter--plus a mystery book! 
For more information and/or to register for a ticket, visit https://www.humanities.org/get-
involved/bedtimestories-2/.  Nightstand Book Package - $50.00 - A special package of three books: a selection from 
our featured authors--S.M. Hulse, Rena Priest, and Jess Walter--plus a mystery book! 
 
Guided Meditation in Spanish 
Teresa Ruiz Sorroche leads the class in learning about the benefits and different techniques of meditating. 
Date:  Saturday, October 22, 2022 
Time:  9:30 am – 10:30 am 
Location:  Spokane Valley Library, 12004 E Main Ave 
Cost: Free 
For more information visit http://www.scld.org/locations/spokane-valley/ or call 509.893.8400. 
 
Diwali Festival of Lights  
Vegetarian food festival, Rangoli art contest, cultural demos. Live performances, arts and crafts, 
Date: Saturday, October 22, 2022  
Time: River Park Square 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm and Wall Street from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Location: River Park Square, 808 W Main Ave 
Cost: Free, open to the public 
For more information visit https://www.spokaneunitedwestand.org/, email Charitydoyl@yahoo.com or call 
509.928.9664. 
 
Reginald Dwayne Betts, Gonzaga Writers Series 
Reginald Dwayne Betts transformed himself from a sixteen-year old kid sentenced to nine-years in prison to a 
critically acclaimed writer and graduate of the Yale Law School. He has written three acclaimed collections of 
poetry, the recently published Felon, Bastards of the Reagan Era and Shahid Reads His Own Palm.  
Date: Sunday, October 23, 2022  
Time: 7:30 pm 
Location: Hemmingson Ballroom 
Cost: Free, open to the public 
For more information visit https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/26/visiting-writers-series-
with-reginald-dwayne-betts.  
 

https://en.miaspokane.org/
https://www.humanities.org/get-involved/bedtimestories-2/
https://www.humanities.org/get-involved/bedtimestories-2/
http://www.scld.org/locations/spokane-valley/
https://www.spokaneunitedwestand.org/
mailto:Charitydoyl@yahoo.com
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/26/visiting-writers-series-with-reginald-dwayne-betts
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/26/visiting-writers-series-with-reginald-dwayne-betts
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Ghosts and Monsters: A Night of Horror Through Folk Music 
Folk singer Jacqui Sandor will share music about true stories of ghosts, monster legends, and true crime! 
Date: Monday, October 24, 2022  
Time: 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Location: Shadle Public Library, 2111 W Wellesley Ave 
Cost: Free, open to the public 
For more information visit https://events.spokanelibrary.org/event/7143128.  
 
How Audio Technology Changes the World 
Although we live in a visual world, audio still has the power to create intimacy and spark the imagination like no 
other medium can. Veteran broadcaster Ross Reynolds explores the impact that audio transmission has had on 
society and storytelling, beginning with the first century of radio up to the modern age of audiobooks, internet 
streaming, podcasts, and smart speakers. How has audio transmission changed society, and what makes it such a 
still powerful form of communication? 
Attendees will be encouraged to share stories of their formative audio experiences, and local radio broadcasters 
and podcasters will be invited to share their stories.  Ross Reynolds (he/him) is KUOW’s executive producer for 
community engagement, before which he was a program host for 16 years.  Reynolds lives in Seattle. 
Date: Thursday, October 27, 2022 
Time:  1:30 pm 
Location:  On-line   
Cost:  Free, must register, see below. 
For more information and to register, visit  https://www.humanities.org/event/online-how-audio-technology-
changed-the-world-14/.  Sponsored by humanities Washington, https://www.humanities.org/  Hosted by Wesley.  
 
The Sinixt Confederacy: Rights, People, Stories 
People of the Sinixt Confederacy have lived on and stewarded Sinixt homelands since their first day. Currently, 
those homelands are located within the state of Washington and the province of British Columbia. Join author 
Eileen Delehanty Pearkes and film maker Derrick LaMere (Rocky Boy/Sinixt/Little Shell/Entiat/Wenatchi) for our 
inaugural NTAS10 event! We will screen LaMere's recently completed film Older than the Crown and celebrate the 
20th anniversary edition of Pearkes's book Geography of Memory. 
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2022  
Time: 6:00 pm 
Location: Myrtle Woldson Performing Arts Center, Gonzaga University 
Cost: Free, see below link for tickets which will also be available at the door. 
For more information visit https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/29/the-sinixt-confederacy-
rights-people-stories.  
 
8th Annual Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) 
This is a Mexican holiday observed throughout Mexico and parts of the U.S. honoring those that have passed. Feel 
free to bring photos of family and friends that have passed for the altar. Ofrendas (altars), food, vendors, pinatas, 
mariachi, activities for the children and much more.  
Date: Sunday, October 30, 2022 
Time:  3:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Location: Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Home, 1306 N Pines Rd  
Cost: Free and open to the public.   
For more information contact email www.hbpaspokane@gmail.com or visit their website at 
https://www.hbpaofspokane.org/. Sponsored by Hispanic Business/Professional Association (HBPA) and Hazen & 
Jaeger Funeral Home.  
 
 ****************************************************************************** 
 

https://events.spokanelibrary.org/event/7143128
https://www.humanities.org/event/online-how-audio-technology-changed-the-world-14/
https://www.humanities.org/event/online-how-audio-technology-changed-the-world-14/
https://www.humanities.org/
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/29/the-sinixt-confederacy-rights-people-stories
https://www.gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/2022/10/29/the-sinixt-confederacy-rights-people-stories
http://www.hbpaspokane@gmail.com
https://www.hbpaofspokane.org/
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Save the Date 
 
Annual Salish School of Spokane Salmon Tales and Celebration Fundraiser 
Will feature a salmon dinner and performances by Salish School students, as well as testimonials from families 
served by Salish School of Spokane.  Guests will have the opportunity to make a donation or pledge of support for 
Salish School of Spokane. 
Date:  Saturday, November12, 2022 
Time: 6:00 pm 
Location: Gonzaga Prep School 
Cost:  $100 individual seat, table $600 (6 seats per table) 
For more information, visit http://salishschoolofspokane.org/salmontales2022.html.   
 
If you know of a diversity/cultural event open to the public that you would like added to the monthly calendar, please e-mail 
Yvonne C. Montoya Zamora at yvonnecmz04@gmail.com with event details. 
 
For other general events in Spokane, visit www.visitspokane.com or www.spokane7.com/.  
 

******************************************************************************* 
 

October 2022 International/National Cultural Celebrations 
 
 
October 1 Independence Day – Cyprus, Nigeria 
 Independence from Britain in 1960. 
 
 National Day – China 
 Commemorates the founding of the People’s Republic of China.  
 
 International Day of Older Persons (the Elderly) 
 The 2022 theme for International Day of Older Persons is “The Resilience and Contributions of Older 

Women”.  While older women continue to meaningfully contribute to their political, civil, economic, 
social and cultural lives; their contributions and experiences remain largely invisible and disregarded, 
limited by gendered disadvantages accumulated throughout the life course. The intersection between 
discrimination based on age and gender compounds new and existing inequalities, including negative 
stereotypes that combine ageism and sexism. For more information, visit 
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day.  

 
October 2 International Day of Non-Violence - UN 
  Urges the world to follow Gandhi’s example of non-violence. 
 
  Mehragan – Iran, Zoroastrian 
  The word “Mehr” in Persian means kindness, love and friendship. It was based on the concept 

that all farmers would take their harvest to the middle of the town square and split it evenly. 
 
October 3 Gandhi’s Birthday– India 
  Mohandas Karamchand Gandi (1869-1948) is the National Father of India who adopted “non-

violence” in fighting for freedom of the country, and is honored as a leader of Indian nationalism 
and Hindu religious beliefs. 

 
National Foundation Day (Gaecheonjeol) – Korea  

 Celebrates the central foundation myth of the ancient Korean kingdom of Gojoseon. The national 
holiday and the historical myth upon which it is based have long been an integral part of the 
Korean national identity. 

http://salishschoolofspokane.org/salmontales2022.html
mailto:yvonnecmz04@gmail.com
http://www.visitspokane.com/
http://www.spokane7.com/
https://www.who.int/campaigns/year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife-2020
https://www.who.int/campaigns/year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife-2020
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
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October 3 Day of German Unity – Germany 
 
  Durga Puja – Hindu 
 This day celebrates the divine creative force of the universe and honors the 10-armed goddess 

Durga, wife of Shiva, and the destroyer of demons.  
 
October 4 Feast of St. Francis of Assisi – Italy 
 St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals, was born in 1182 at Assisi. He abandoned his 

dream of knighthood, donned the clothes of a poor farmhand and began caring for the sick. He 
founded the Franciscan Order. In remembrance of his love of animals, blessings of animals often 
take place on this date.   He died October 3, 1226.  

  
 Chung Yeung Festival – China, Hong Kong, Taiwan 
 Families visit the graves of their ancestors.  This tradition is over 2000 years old. 
 
October 5 World Habitat Day – UN 2021 theme “Accelerating urban action for a carbon-free world.”  The 

theme recognizes that cities are responsible for some 70 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions 
with transport, buildings, energy, and waste management accounting for the bulk of urban greenhouse 
gas emissions. https://www.un.org/en/observances/habitat-day.  

 
 Republic Day – Portugal 
 Commemorates the overthrow of the monarchy and establishment of a republic in 1910. 
  

World Teachers Day – UN (UNESCO) 
 The 2022 World Teachers’ Day celebrations will address the commitments and calls for action 

made at the Transforming Education Summit, in September 2022, and analyze the implications 
they have for teachers and teaching.  The 2022 theme is “The transformation of education 
begins with teachers”, https://www.unesco.org/en/days/teachers.   

 
 Yom Kippur – Jewish 
 
 Dussehra – Hindu 
 Dussehra means ‘the tenth’ and celebrates the triumph of Lord Ram over the demon Ravan who 

stole his wife Sita.  The great Hindu epi poem, The Ramayana, is read and enacted, called Ram 
Lila.  A big effigy of Ravan is burnt accompanied by fireworks.   

 
October 6 Armed Forces Day – Egypt  
 Commemorates the day in 1973 when combined Egyptian and Syrian military forces launched a 

surprise attack on Israel and crossed into the Sinai Peninsula, which marked the beginning of the 
October (Yom Kippur). 

 
 Constitution Day – Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico 
 
October 8 Independence Day – Croatia   
  Commemorates the nation’s official independence from the other Yugoslav republics. 
  

Day of Respect for Cultural Diversity - Argentina 
 
October 9 Independence Day – Uganda 
  Celebrates independence from British rule in 1962.  
 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/habitat-day
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/teachers
https://www.britannica.com/place/Syria
https://www.britannica.com/place/Israel
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sinai-Peninsula
https://www.britannica.com/event/Yom-Kippur-War
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October 9 World Post Day – UN 
 The anniversary of the establishment of the Universal Postal Union in 1874 in the Swiss Capital, 

Bern.  
 
 Han-Gul Day – South Korea 
 This day commemorates the creation of the Korean alphabet 29-phonetic symbols called han gul, 

between 1443 and 1446 under the direction of King Sejong of the Yi dynasty.  
 
October 9 Pavarana – Buddhist 
 Buddha went into intensive practice during the rainy season.  This marks the end of the retreat. 
 
October 10 Thanksgiving Day – Canada 
 Early Canadian settlers gave thanks for good harvests by decorating their churches with fruits 

and vegetables and celebrated dinner with venison and waterfowl.  
 

Curacao Day – Curacao 
 Commemorates the original discovery of the island by Spanish explorer Alonso de Ojeda in 1499.  

After World War II, became the “capital island” of the five-island group called the Netherlands 
Antilles – which was a constituent country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands until the 
Netherlands Antilles was dissolved in 2010. 

 
Indigenous Peoples Day – USA  
Many cities in the U.S.A are replacing Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  This day 
honors Native American heritage.  

 
Indigenous Day - Spokane City 

 The Spokane City Council voted 6-1 on August 29, 2016, to pass an ordinance changing the name 
of Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples' Day.  

 
 Independence Day – Cuba  
 Commemorates the beginning of Cuba's struggle in 1868 to free itself from Spanish colonial 

power.  
 
 World Mental Health Day - UN  
 The goal is to help raise mental health awareness which affects millions of lives.  
 
 Double Tenth Day - Taiwan 
 Commemorates the start of the Wuchang Uprising of 10 October 1911 (10-10 or double ten), 

which led to the collapse of the Qing Dynasty and establishment of the Republic of China on 
January 1, 1912.  

 
  Taiiku no hi – Japan 
 Known previously as Health Sports Day, now just Sports Day is a national holiday in Japan on the 

second Monday in October. It commemorates the opening of the 1964 Summer Olympics held in 
Tokyo, and exists to promote sports and an active lifestyle. 

 
 Kathina – Buddhist 
 New robes and necessities given to ordained monks and nuns. 
 
 Fiji Day – Fiji 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wuchang_Uprising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
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October 11 National Coming Out Day – LGBT 
 The first National Coming Out Day was held on October 11, 1988.  It is an international event 

which gives gay, lesbian and bisexual people the opportunity to “come out” to others about their 
sexuality. It also provides a means of increasing the visibility of LGBT people. 

 
 International Day of the Girl - UN 
 2022 theme - “Our time is now – our rights, our future.”, https://www.unicef.org/gender-

equality/international-day-girl-2022. .  
 
October 12 Dia de la Raza (Day of the Race) - Mexico 
 Celebrates the Hispanic and Latino heritage in the Americas.  
 
  Nossa Senhora De Aparecida (Our Lady of the Conception) – Brazil 
 In 1717, a group of Brazilian fishermen pulled up a wooden statue of the Virgin Mary, which was 

followed by an abundant catch after a fruitless fishing day. They enshrined the statue and in 
1929 Brazil named Nossa Senhora De Aparecida the Patroness of Brazil.  On October 12, 1980, 
Pope John Paul II on a visit to Brazil consecrated the Basilica of Aparecida do Norte.  

 
 National Day (also known as Hispanic Day) – Spain  
 Commemorates the date Christopher Columbus sailed for the Americas.  
 

Discovery Day - Bahamas 
 
Oct 12-16 Gahambar Ayathrem - Zoroastrian  
 Celebrates the creation of plant life. 
 
Oct 13  Karva Chauth – Hindu 
 A one-day fast kept by married Hindu women for the well-being and longevity of the husbands.  

The husbands feed the first bite to their wives only after the see the moon. 
 
October 14 International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction - UN 
 Promotes a global culture of disaster reduction, including disaster prevention, mitigation and 

preparedness 
 
October 15 ‘llm’ – Bahá’í 
 The first day of the twelfth Bahai month.  The English translation of ‘llm is knowledge. 
 
October 16 National Heroes Day - Jamaica 
 
  World Food Day –UN 
 Celebrates the date of the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations in 1945. 
 

National Boss Day – USA and Canada 
 A day dedicated to appreciating our supervisors at work (as it lands on a weekend, it may be 

celebrated on Friday prior or on Monday after). 
 
October 17 International Day for Eradication of Poverty - UN 
 To promote awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and destitution in all countries. 
  
 Shemini Atzeret – Jewish 
 On the eighth day of Sukkot, special prayers for rain are offered.  
 

“Our%20time%20is%20now%20–%20our%20rights,%20our%20future.”
https://www.unicef.org/gender-equality/international-day-girl-2022
https://www.unicef.org/gender-equality/international-day-girl-2022
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_and_Agriculture_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
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October 18 Independence Day – Azerbaijan 
Independence from the Soviet Union when it ceased to exist in 1991. 
 

  Birthday of The Báb – Bahá’í 
 Born Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammed in Southwestern Iran in 1819.  His title, in Arabic, means ‘The Gate’.  

Work is suspended and Bahá’ís come together for prayer and festivities. 
 
October 18 Simchat Torah - Jewish 
 Rejoicing in the Torah is the beginning of the of the synagogue’s annual reading cycle.  It begins 

the previous sundown. 
 
October 19 Birthday of Baha’u’llah – Bahá’í 
 Born Mirza Husayn ‘Ali into one of the leading noble families of Persia in 1817.  His name is a 

title, in Arabic, meaning ‘The Glory of God’. 
 
October 22 Abu Simbel Festival – Egypt  
 Built by Ramses II, his temple is angled so that the inner sanctum lights up twice a year on the 

anniversary of his rise to the throne and once again on his birthday. Crowds pack the temple 
before sunrise to watch the shafts of light illuminate the statues of Ramses, Ra and Amon.  

 
October 23  Chulalongkorn Day – Thailand 
 Commemorates the birth of Rama V, a progressive ruler who lived in 1868-1910.  Abolishing 

slavery in 1905 is considered to be his more important royal contribution during his reign. 
 
October 24 Diwali – Sikh, Hindu 
 It means ‘rows of lights’ and is the Hindu New Year.  Lasts for five days. 
 

United Nations Day – UN  
  A day to commemorate the founding of the United Nations in 1945 and the effective date of the  
  UN Charter.  
 
  Mahavira Nirvana – Jain 
  This day celebrates the attainment of Moska by Lord Mahavira and is the ‘Festival of Lamps’. 
 
  Suez Victory Day – Egypt 
 
  World Development Information Day – UN 
 
  Karva Chauth – Hindu 
 
 Bank Holiday - Ireland 
 
October 25 Republic Day – Kazakhstan 
 
October 26  National Day – Austria  
 The Austrian Parliament passed the constitutional law on permanent neutrality, which has been 

celebrated as the Austrian National day since 1965. 
 
October 27  Labour Day – New Zealand 
 
October 28 National Day – Czech Republic  
  Independence Day and Creation of Czechoslovakia in 1918.  
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October 28 National Day “Ochi” - Greece 
 Marks the anniversary of when the Prime Minister Metaxas said “no” (or “ochi” in Greek) to the 

invasion of Albania by the Italians, thereby entering Greece into the war. 
 
October 29  Republic Day – Turkey 
 Commemorates the Republic of Turkey in 1923. 
 
October 31 Halloween – USA, Canada 
 This tradition dates back to the Celtic people 2000 years ago, who celebrated their New Year in 

late autumn and honored Samhain or Lord of the Dead.  They put candles on windows and lit 
bonfires to scare off the disembodied spirits. They wore disguises so as not to be recognized and 
always carried a lantern.  The Irish traditionally carved lanterns out of turnips or potatoes, but in 
North America they used pumpkins, which were more readily available. 

 
 Samhain – Wicca 
 Traditionally, animals were slaughtered for winter provisions and the spirits of those who have 

died in the last year are invited to a final celebration.  
 
  Reformation Day - Chile 
 

Source:  With permission from Creative Cultural Communications, Multicultural Calendar 2022: 
http://usa.multiculturalcalendar.com/v/home.html. 

 
************************************************************************** 

 
LGBTQ Rights Milestones Fast Facts 

 
The first National Coming Out Day was observed on October 11, 1988.  Below is a timeline of LGBTQ 
milestones in the United States from CNN.  
 
Timeline: 

 
1924 - The Society for Human Rights is founded by Henry Gerber in Chicago. It is the first documented gay 
rights organization. 
 
1950 - The Mattachine Society is formed by activist Harry Hay and is one of the first sustained gay rights 
groups in the United States. The Society focuses on social acceptance and other support for homosexuals.  
 
April 1952 - The American Psychiatric Association’s diagnostic manual lists homosexuality as a  sociopathic 
personality disturbance. 
 
April 27, 1953 - President Dwight D. Eisenhower signs an executive order that bans homosexuals from 
working for the federal government, saying they are a security risk.  
 
September 1955 - The first known lesbian rights organization in the United States forms in San Francisco. 
Daughters of Bilitis (DOB). They host private social functions, fearing police raids, threats of violence and 
discrimination in bars and clubs. 
 
July 1961 - Illinois becomes the first state to decriminalize homosexuality by repealing their sodomy laws. 
 
September 11, 1961 - The first US-televised documentary about homosexuality airs on a local station in 
California. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Turkey
http://usa.multiculturalcalendar.com/v/home.html
https://www.hrc.org/resources/coming-out
https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/cultural-competency/education/best-practice-highlights/working-with-lgbtq-patients
https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/cultural-competency/education/best-practice-highlights/working-with-lgbtq-patients
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1989-06-26/news/8902120553_1_gay-bar-anti-gay-activists-first-openly-gay-supervisor
https://diva.sfsu.edu/collections/sfbatv/bundles/225539
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June 28, 1969 - Police raid the Stonewall Inn in New York City. Protests and demonstrations begin, and it 
later becomes known as the impetus for the gay civil rights movement in the United States.  
 
1969 - The “Los Angeles Advocate,” founded in 1967,  is renamed “The Advocate.” It is considered the 
oldest continuing LGBTQ publication that began as a newsletter published by the activist group  Personal 
Rights in Defense and Education (PRIDE) in 1966. 
 
June 28, 1970 - Community members in New York City march through the local streets to recognize the 
one-year anniversary of the Stonewall riots. This event is named Christopher Street Liberation Day and is 
now considered the first gay pride parade. 
 
1973 - Lambda Legal becomes the first legal organization established to fight for the equal rights of gays 
and lesbians. Lambda also becomes their own first client after being denied non -profit status; the New 
York Supreme Court eventually rules that Lambda Legal can exist as a non -profit. 
 
January 1, 1973 - Maryland becomes the first state to statutorily ban same-sex marriage. 
 
March 26, 1973 - First meeting of “Parents and Friends of Gays,”  which goes national as Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) in 1982. 
 
December 15, 1973 - By a vote of 5,854 to 3,810, the American Psychiatric Association removes 
homosexuality from its list of mental disorders in the DSM-II Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders. 
 
1974 - Kathy Kozachenko becomes the first openly LGBTQ American elected to any public office when she 
wins a seat on the Ann Arbor, Michigan City Council.  
 
1974 - Elaine Noble is the first openly gay candidate elected to a state office when she is elected to the 
Massachusetts State legislature. 
 
January 14, 1975 - The first federal gay rights bill is introduced to address discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. The bill later goes to the Judiciary Committee but is never brought for consideration.  
 
March 1975 - Technical Sergeant Leonard P. Matlovich reveals his sexual orientation to his commanding 
officer and is forcibly discharged from the Air Force six months later. Matlovich is a  Vietnam War veteran 
and was awarded both the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. In 1980, the Court of Appeals rules that the 
dismissal was improper. Matlovich is awarded his back pay and a retroactive promotion.  
ALLERY 
Transgender identity in the news 
 
1976 - After undergoing gender reassignment surgery in 1975, ophthalmologist and professional tennis 
player Renee Richards is banned from competing in the women’s  US Open because of a “women-born-
women” rule. Richards challenges the decision and in 1977 and the New York Supreme Court rules in her 
favor. Richards competes in the 1977 US Open but is defeated in the first round by Virginia Wade.  
 
January 9, 1978 - Harvey Milk is inaugurated as San Francisco city supervisor,  and is the first openly gay 
man to be elected to a political office in California. In November,  Milk and Mayor George Moscone are 
murdered by Dan White, who had recently resigned from his San Francisco board position and wanted 
Moscone to reappoint him. White later serves just over five years in prison for voluntary manslaughter.  
 
1978 - Inspired by Milk to develop a symbol of pride and hope for the LGBTQ community,  Gilbert Baker 
designs and stitches together the first rainbow flag. 
 

https://thestonewallinnnyc.com/
http://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/advocate-45/2012/03/28/part-5-our-hall-fame?page=0
https://news.usc.edu/41686/pride-collection-tracks-inception-of-the-advocate-2/
https://news.usc.edu/41686/pride-collection-tracks-inception-of-the-advocate-2/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/timeline/stonewall/
https://www.lambdalegal.org/about-us/history
http://www.cnn.com/2013/05/28/us/same-sex-marriage-fast-facts/index.html
https://pflag.org/our-story
http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/sexual-orientation.aspx
http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/sexual-orientation.aspx
https://michiganology.org/stories/kathy-kozachenko-lgbtq-rights-in-michigan/
http://theadvocatemag.tumblr.com/post/114055171094/elaine-noble-the-first-openly-gay-or-lesbian
https://www.congress.gov/bill/94th-congress/house-bill/166/all-info
http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/01/world/vietnam-war-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/04/22/living/gallery/transgender-identity/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/04/22/living/gallery/transgender-identity/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/31/us/u-s-open-tennis-tournament-fast-facts/index.html
http://milkfoundation.org/about/harvey-milk-biography/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/CITY-HALL-SLAYINGS-25-Years-Later-Revisiting-2510798.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/CITY-HALL-SLAYINGS-25-Years-Later-Revisiting-2510798.php
https://gilbertbaker.com/biography/
https://gilbertbaker.com/biography/
https://www.sftravel.com/article/brief-history-rainbow-flag
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October 14, 1979 - The first National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights takes place. It 
draws an estimated 75,000 to 125,000 individuals marching for LGBTQ rights.  
 
March 2, 1982 - Wisconsin becomes the first state to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation. 
 
1983 - Lambda Legal wins People v. West 12 Tenants Corp., the first  HIV/AIDS discrimination lawsuit. 
Neighbors attempted to evict Dr. Joseph Sonnabend from the building because he was treating HIV -
positive patients. 
 
October 11, 1988 - The first National Coming Out Day is observed. 
 
November 30, 1993 - President Bill Clinton signs a military policy directive that prohibits openly gay and 
lesbian Americans from serving in the military, but also prohibits the harassment of “closeted” 
homosexuals. The policy is known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”. 
 
November 1995 – The Hate Crimes Sentencing Enhancement Act goes into effect as part of the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. The law allows a judge to impose harsher sentences if 
there is evidence showing that a victim was selected because of the “actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, national origin, ethnicity, gender, disability, or sexual orientation of any person.”  
 
September 21, 1996 - President Clinton signs the Defense of Marriage Act, banning federal recognition of 
same-sex marriage and defining marriage as “a legal union between one man and one woman as husband 
and wife.” 
 
December 3, 1996 - Hawaii’s Judge Chang rules that the state does not have a legal right to deprive same-
sex couples of the right to marry, making Hawaii the first state to recognize that gay and lesbian couples 
are entitled to the same privileges as heterosexual married couples.  
 
April 1997 - Comedian Ellen DeGeneres comes out as a lesbian on the cover of Time magazine, 
stating.“Yep, I’m Gay.” 
 
LERY 
Coming out in Hollywood 
April 30, 1997 - DeGeneres’ character, Ellen Morgan, on her self-titled TV series “Ellen,” becomes the first 
leading character to come out on a prime-time network television show. 
 
April 1, 1998 - Martin Luther King Jr.’s  widow, Coretta Scott King, asks the civil rights community to help in 
the effort to extinguish homophobia. 
 
October 6-7, 1998 - Matthew Shepard is tied to a fence and beaten near Laramie, Wyoming. He is 
eventually found by a cyclist, who initially mistakes him for a s carecrow. He later dies due to his injuries 
sustained in the beating. 
 
October 9, 1998 - Russell Henderson and Aaron McKinney from Laramie, Wyoming, make their first court 
appearance after being arrested for the attempted murder of Shepard. Eventually, they  each receive two 
life sentences for killing Shepard. 
 
June 2003 – The US Supreme Court strikes down the “homosexual conduct” law, which decriminalizes 
same-sex sexual conduct, with their opinion in Lawrence v. Texas. The decision also reverses Bowers v. 
Hardwick, a 1986 US Supreme Court ruling that upheld Georgia’s sodomy law.  
 
May 17, 2004 - The first legal same-sex marriage in the United States takes place in Massachusetts. 
 

https://gaycenter.org/archive_item/records-of-the-national-march-on-washington-for-lesbian-and-gay-rights/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/29/health/aids-hiv-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.hrc.org/resources/coming-out
http://www.cnn.com/2013/02/01/us/bill-clinton-fast-facts/index.html
https://guides.law.stanford.edu/c.php?g=990064&p=7162097
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/1152
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-104publ199/pdf/PLAW-104publ199.pdf
http://content.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,19970414,00.html
http://www.cnn.com/2013/01/17/us/martin-luther-king-jr-fast-facts/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2013/08/23/us/coretta-scott-king-fast-facts/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/19990209180254/http:/cnn.com/US/9810/16/shepard.funeral.03/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/06/10/us/u-s-supreme-court-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/17/723649385/the-1st-legally-married-same-sex-couple-wanted-to-lead-by-example
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September 6, 2005 - The California legislature becomes the first to pass a bill allowing marriage between 
same-sex couples. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoes the bill. 
 
October 25, 2006 - The New Jersey Supreme Court rules that state lawmakers must provide the rights and 
benefits of marriage to gay and lesbian couples. 
 
May 15, 2008 - The California Supreme Court rules in re: Marriage Cases that limiting marriage to 
opposite-sex couples is unconstitutional. 
 
November 4, 2008 - Voters approve Proposition 8 in California, which makes same-sex marriage illegal. The 
proposition is later found to be unconstitutional by a federal judge.  
 
August 12, 2009 - Milk is posthumously awarded the Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama. 
 
October 28, 2009 - Obama signs th  Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act  into 
law. 
 
September 20, 2011 - “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is repealed, ending a ban on gay men and lesbians from 
serving openly in the military. 
 
May 9, 2012 - In an ABC interview, Obama becomes the first sitting US president to publicly support the  
freedom for LGBTQ couples to marry. 
 
September 4, 2012 - The Democratic Party becomes the first major US political party in history to publicly 
support same-sex marriage on a national platform at the Democratic National Convention.  
 
November 6, 2012 - Tammy Baldwin becomes the first openly gay politician and the first Wisconsin woman 
to be elected to the US Senate. 
 
June 26, 2013 – In United States v. Windsor, the US Supreme Court strikes down section 3 of the Defense 
of Marriage Act, ruling that legally married same-sex couples are entitled to federal benefits. The high 
court also dismisses a case involving California’s proposition 8.  
 
October 6, 2014 – The United States Supreme Court denies review in five different marriage cases,  
allowing lower court rulings to stand, and therefore allowing same-sex couples to marry in Utah, 
Oklahoma, Virginia, Indiana, and Wisconsin. The decision opens the door for the right to marry in Colorado, 
Kansas, North Carolina, South Carolina, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 
 
June 9, 2015 - Secretary of Defense Ash Carter announces that the Military Equal Opportunity policy has 
been adjusted to include gay and lesbian military members. 
 
April 28, 2015 - The US Supreme Court hears oral arguments on the question of the freedom to marry  in 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio and Michigan. On June 26 the Supreme Court rules that states cannot ban 
same-sex marriage. The 5-4 ruling had Justice Anthony Kennedy writing for the majority. Each of the four 
conservative justices writes their own dissent. 
 
July 27, 2015 - Boy Scouts of America President Robert Gates announces, “the national executive board 
ratified a resolution removing the national restriction on openly gay leaders and employees.”  
 
May 17, 2016 - The Senate confirms Eric Fanning to be secretary of the Army,  making him the first openly 
gay secretary of a US military branch. Fanning previously served as Defense Secretary Carter’s chief of 
staff, and also served as undersecretary of the Air Force and deputy undersecretary of the Navy. 
 

http://www.cnn.com/2013/08/06/us/arnold-schwarzenegger-fast-facts/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2006/US/10/25/gay.marriage/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/26/us/barack-obama---fast-facts/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/10/28/hate.crimes/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/05/09/politics/obama-same-sex-marriage/
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http://www.cnn.com/2013/03/27/us/new-york-doma-windsor/
https://www.cnn.com/2014/10/06/politics/scotus-same-sex-marriage/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2014/12/11/us/ashton-carter-fast-facts/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/09/politics/carter-sexual-orientation-policy/index.html
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http://www.cnn.com/2013/10/17/us/robert-gates-fast-facts/index.html
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June 24, 2016 - Obama announces the designation of the first national monument to lesbian, g ay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBTQ) rights.  The Stonewall National Monument will encompass Christopher Park, the 
Stonewall Inn and the surrounding streets and sidewalks that were the sites of the 1969 Stonewall 
uprising. 
 
June 30, 2016 - Secretary of Defense Carter announces that the Pentagon is  lifting the ban on transgender 
people serving openly in the US military. 
 
August 5-21, 2016 - A record number of “out” athletes compete  in the summer Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. The Human Rights Campaign estimates that there are at least 41 openly lesbian, gay and bisexual 
Olympians – up from 23 that participated in London 2012. 
 
November 9, 2016 - Kate Brown is sworn in as governor of Oregon, a day after she was officially elected  to 
the office. Brown becomes the highest-ranking LGBTQ person elected to office in the United States. Brown 
took over the governorship in February 2016 (without an election), after Democrat John Kitzhaber resigned 
amidst a criminal investigation. 
 
April 4, 2017 - The 7th Circuit Court of Appeals rules that the Civil Rights Act prohibits workplace 
discrimination against LGBTQ employees, after Kimberly Hively sues Ivy Tech Community College for 
violating Title VII of the act by denying her employment.  
 
June 27, 2017 - District of Columbia residents can now choose a gender-neutral option of their driver’s 
license. DC residents become the first people in the United States to be able to choose X as their gender 
marker instead of male or female on driver’s licenses and identification cards. Similar policies exist in 
Canada, India, Bangladesh, Australia, New Zealand and Nepal.  
 
June 30, 2017 - The US Department of Defense announces a six-month delay in allowing transgendered 
individuals to enlist in the United States military.  Defense Secretary Jim Mattis writes that they “will use 
this additional time to evaluate more carefully the impact of such accessions on readiness and lethality.” 
Approximately a month later, President Donald Trump announces via Twitter that the “United States 
Government will not accept or allow Transgender individuals to serve in any capacity in the US Military…”  
 
November 7, 2017 - Virginia voters elect the state’s first openly transgender candidate to the Virginia 
House of Delegates. Danica Roem unseats incumbent delegate Bob Marshall,  who had been elected 13 
times over 26 years. Roem becomes the first openly transgender candidate elected to a state legislature in 
American history. 
 
February 26, 2018 - The Pentagon confirms that the first transgender person has signed a contract to join 
the US military. 
 
March 4, 2018   Daniela Vega, the star of Oscar-winning foreign film “A Fantastic Woman,” becomes the 
first openly transgender presenter in Academy Awards history when she introduces a performance by 
Sufjan Stevens, whose song “Mystery of Love” from the “Call Me By Your Name” soundtrack, is nominated 
for best original song. 
 
March 23, 2018 - The Trump administration announces a new policy that bans most transgender people 
from serving in military. After several court battles, the Supreme Court allows the ban to go into effect in 
January 2019. 
 
November 6, 2018 - Democratic US Representative Jared Polis wins the Colorado governor’s race, 
becoming the nation’s first openly gay man to be elected governor.  
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June 30, 2019 - New York Governor Andrew Cuomo signs a law banning the use of the so -called gay and 
trans panic legal defense strategy. The tactic asks a jury to find that a victim’s sexual orientation or gender 
identity is to blame for a defendant’s violent reaction. New York follows California, Rhode I sland, Illinois, 
Nevada and Connecticut as the sixth state to pass such a law. 
 
September 22, 2019 - Billy Porter becomes the first openly gay Black man to win the Emmy for best lead 
actor in a drama series. 
 
February 10, 2020 - The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals upholds a ruling that the state of Idaho must provide 
gender confirmation surgery for Adree Edmo, an inmate in the custody of the Idaho Department of 
Correction. The ruling marks the first time a federal appeals court has ruled that a state must provide 
gender assignment surgery to an incarcerated person. According to the court opinion, “the gender 
confirmation surgery (GCS) was medically necessary for Edmo, and ordered the State  to provide the 
surgery.” In July 2020, Edmo receives her gender confirmation surgery  and a May 2020 appeal by Attorney 
General of Idaho, Lawrence Wasden, is denied as moot by the US Supreme Court in October 2020.  
 
June 15, 2020 - The Supreme Court rules that federal law protects LGBTQ workers from discrimination. The 
landmark ruling extends protections to millions of workers nationwide and is a defeat for the Trump 
administration, which argued that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act that bars discrimination based on sex did 
not extend to claims of gender identity and sexual orientation.  
 
August 26, 2020 - The 4th Circuit Court of Appeals rules in favor of former student, Gavin Grimm. in a more 
than four-year fight over restroom policies for transgender students. The ruling states that policies 
segregating transgender students from their peers is unconstitutional and violate federal law prohibiting 
sex discrimination in education. The decision relies in part on the Supreme Court’s decision in June 2020, 
stating that discrimination against people based on their gender identity  or sexual orientation violates Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In 2021 the Supreme Court chooses not to review the opinion by the 4th 
US Circuit Court of Appeals. 
 
November 3-4, 2020 - The general election results in three legislative firsts.  Sarah McBride wins the Senate 
race for Delaware District 1, and will become the nation’s first person who identifies as transgender to 
serve as a state senator. Ritchie Torres and Mondaire Jones, elected to serve New York’s 15th and 17th 
districts, will become the first Black men elected to Congress who identify as gay.  Mauree Turnerwins the 
race for Oklahoma state House for District 88, and will become the first nonbinary state legislator in US 
history and first Muslim lawmaker in Oklahoma. 
 
January 25, 2021 - President Joe Biden signs an executive order repealing the 2019 Trump-era ban on most 
transgender Americans joining the military . “This is reinstating a position that the previous commanders 
and, as well as the secretaries, have supported. And what I’m doing is enabling all qualified Americans to 
serve their country in uniform,” Biden said, speaking from the Oval Office just before signing the executive 
order. 
 
February 2, 2021 - Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg becomes the first openly gay Cabinet 
member confirmed by the Senate. 
 
March 24, 2021 - Dr. Rachel Levine, assistant secretary for health in the Department of Health and Human 
Services becomes the first out transgender federal official to be confirmed by the Senate. 
 
June 21, 2021 - Carl Nassib, a defensive lineman with the Las Vegas Raiders, becomes th e first active NFL 
player in league history to announce that he is gay. 
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June 30, 2021 – The State Department announces it will be updating its procedures to allow applicant s to 
self-select their sex marker for passports and that it “will no longer require medical certification” if an 
applicant’s self-selected sex marker doesn’t match the sex listed on other official identity documents.  
 
October 27, 2021 - The State Department announces that the US has issued the first US passport with an X 
gender marker. “As the Secretary announced in June, the Department is moving towards adding an X 
gender marker for non-binary, intersex, and gender non-conforming persons applying for a U.S. passport or 
CRBA,” State spokesperson Ned Price says in a statement.  

 
Downloaded October 11, 2022 from https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-
facts/index.html.  

http://www.cnn.com/2021/06/30/politics/passport-sex-markers-state-department/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2021/06/30/politics/passport-sex-markers-state-department/index.html
https://www.state.gov/issuance-of-the-first-u-s-passport-with-an-x-gender-marker/
https://www.state.gov/issuance-of-the-first-u-s-passport-with-an-x-gender-marker/
https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-facts/index.html

