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WHY CERTIFY YOUR VETERAN- OR SERVICE 
MEMBER-OWNED BUSINESS?Washington State agencies have been asked by 

Governor Inslee to do 5% of their purchasing from 
veteran- or service member-owned businesses.  By 
linking the WDVA certified veteran- or service 
member-owned businesses list to WEBS, state agencies 
can identify WDVA Certified Businesses and track 
purchasing goals.   It will also help private businesses and citizens across 

the state with easy access to your business information 
through the list of veteran- or service member-owned 
businesses in their communities.   Veteran- or service member-owned businesses 

registered in WEBS and certified by WDVA will be 
listed on the WDVA website at https://pr-webs-vendor.
des.wa.gov/VendorSearch.aspx.   Plus, certification makes you eligible to apply for the 

Veterans Linked Deposit Program, which can improve 
access to capital for enterprising by decreasing interest 
rates on small business loans by 2%.   And certified veteran-owned businesses can also 

display a unique flag and logo for the public.WHERE DO I START?Washington Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) 
and Washington Electronic Business Solution (WEBS) 
have streamlined the registration and certification 
process for vendors who want to do business with 
Washington State agencies or municipalities.
   Visit pr-webs-customer.des.wa.gov to register your 
business in WEBS.    To receive veteran- or service member-owned 

business certification, you must provide:Proof of honorable veteran status with  one of the following: DD214 member 4 copy, Retired 
VA ID Card, Retirement Certificate, Discharge 
Certificate, or (if currently serving) your military ID, 
badge, recent paystub, or letter on military letterhead.   
Proof of 51% ownership with one of the following: 
Master Business application, business plan, operating 
agreement, meeting minutes, shares report, stock 
certificate breakdown, tax forms with ownership 

Washington State has a certification for veterans 
and service members who are business owners. 
Certification is free and requires only basic veteran 
discharge status and business information to 
complete.

Benefits of  
veteran-owned  
business certification

    Rates of cancer, learning disabilities and physical birth 
defects in the children of Vietnam veterans are staggering 
when compared to those in children of non-veterans.
    Birth Defect Research for Children’s latest research shows 
mounting evidence that these children, now in their 30S, 40s 
and 50s exhibit health problems across the board.
   “It’s so compelling to look at the data, I mean every time I 
look at it, I go wow!” said Betty Mekdeci, Executive Director 
of Birth Defect Research for Children.

   More than 2.5 million Americans served in South Vietnam 
during the war. Each one was presumably exposed to a 
harmful herbicide called Agent Orange, which is known to 
cause cancers, leukemia, heart disease and more.
    Ms. Mekdeci is alarmed by what she sees in children of 
Vietnam veterans.   “The proof is mounting every day. Because you don’t like it, 

that doesn’t make it go away,” she said.    Her research reveals birth defects showing up at a higher 
rate in children of Vietnam veterans than non-veterans.
   Leukemia, thyroid cancer, along with ovarian cysts are 

showing up at 10 times and higher than the rate of children of 
non-veterans. 
   “We’re also starting to see auto-immune problems, 
childhood cancers, increases in allergic conditions,” she said.
   Learning disabilities numbers are eye-popping.
“We have an avalanche of children with the main thing are 
these neurodevelopmental problems,” Ms. Mekdeci added.
    Dyslexia, attention deficit disorders and depression rates are 

all much higher than those in children of non-veterans.
    “We have had a lot of indication that the mothers may be 
having some effect from the fathers being exposed, mental 
disorders, female cancer, things like that,” Ms. Mekdeci 
explained.  “We know that there are chemicals that are found 
in seminal fluid, this is not new stuff.”    Agent Orange ravaged Navy veteran Lonnie Kilpatrick’s 

heart. He was exposed on Guam.   “I’ve had heart issues my whole life,” Lonnie’s daughter 
Keri Ackerson said.   Keri and her daughter Emma suffer from brain 

malformations tied to Agent Orange. By age 9, Emma had to 
have brain surgery.    “You’ve got lots of the veterans dying but the children 

and the grandchildren are going on and we’re talking about 
thousands and thousands,” Ms. Mekdeci stated. 
    Following my report last year raising questions about 
passing on the poison to grandchildren, Birth Defect Research 

for Children began more research.   The findings are preliminary, but concerning.
    “It’s very concerning, it’s very much like what we’re seeing 

with the children,” Ms. Mekdeci added. “You can’t afford to 
ignore this because you don’t like what we’re finding, you 
can’t afford to say, it’s going to go away if you just look the 
other way.” 
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National Birth Defects Registry - Children of Vietnam Veterans and Non-Veterans

By Steve AndrewsWFLA News Channel 8

Birth defect numbers 
in children of Vietnam veterans alarm experts

ARE YOU A VETERANIN CRISIS OR CONCERNED ABOUT ONE?If you or someone you know are experiencing thoughts 
of suicide, please reach out for help immediately. The Veterans and Military Crisis Line is a confi denti al 

resource with support 24/7 to connect those in crisis 
with qualifi ed, caring responders. Many responders 
are veterans themselves and have faced the challenges 
experienced by many service members.

The Veterans and Military Crisis Line, text-messaging 
service, and online chat provide free VA support for 
all service members, including Nati onal Guard and 
Reserve, veterans and family members; VA registrati on 
or enrollment is not required. 

CALL 1-800-273-8255 and press 1 
ONLINE www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chatTEXT 838255 

Need crisis assistance while overseas? The following 
overseas locati ons have direct crisis line numbers: In Europe: Call 00800 1273 8255 or DSN 118

In Korea: Call 0808 555 118 or DSN 118 In Afghanistan: Call 00 1 800 273 8255 or DSN 111 You can also chat online at www.veteranscrisisline.net/
get-help/military-crisis-line.

THE VA DOES NOT PAY FOR VETERAN FUNERALS OR CREMATIONS?The only thing that is free of charge is burial or 
inurnment at a state or nati onal veterans cemetery 
(spouses are $300). Veterans that qualify must either 
be cremated or in a casket, which the VA does not pay 
for, nor do they pay for embalming, urns, or memorial 
or funeral services. For those veterans who do qualify 
for VA death benefits, there is a parti al reimbursement 
aft er the fact. The amounts provided are a fracti on 
of actual costs in most cases. For more informati on, 
contact Kellie Richardson at KellieR91@yahoo.com or 
call (509) 714-7482.

TYPE II DIABETES MAY QUALIFY VIETNAM VETS FOR VA BENEFITS?If you develop Diabetes Mellitus (Type II), you are 
automati cally eligible for some VA health care benefi ts 
and a monthly disability check? Due to presumed 
exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam, there are 
currently 14 listed diseases that automati cally qualify 
you to receive compensati on. Conditi ons secondary 
to diabetes are also covered, including neuropathy, 
chronic kidney failure and heart disease. Contact your 
Veterans Service offi  cer (VSO) for more informati on or 
for assistance in fi ling a claim. This is a free service and 
you do not need to belong to a specifi c organizati on to 
receive help.

THE POST-9/11 GI BILL CAN PAY FOR YOUR EDUCATION?Approved training includes graduate and undergraduate degrees, vocati onal or technical 
training, on-the-job training, fl ight training and much 
more. All training must be approved for GI Bill benefi ts. 
To learn more, contact your Veteran Service offi  cer. 
In North Idaho, contact Department of Labor Veteran 
Representati ve Robert Shoeman at (208) 457-8789. In 
Eastern Washington, contact WorkSource Spokane at 
(509) 532-3101.

A MESOTHELIOMA DIAGNOSIS MAY QUALIFY FOR VA MEDICAL CARE AND DISABILITY? Over 3,000 pati ents are diagnosed with mesothelioma 
each year, and nearly one-third of those pati ents are 
veterans. Mesothelioma is a malignant tumor caused 
by the inhalati on of asbestos fi bers; many military jobs 
have resulted in asbestos exposure. More informati on 
about this conditi on can be found at more detail can be 
found www.mesotheliomahub.com/veterans. An honorably discharged veteran with mesothelioma may be eligible for VA medical care 

and disability compensati on, if they meet the 
following criteria:

1.   A current diagnosis of an asbestos-related illness 
recognized by the VA.2.   Proof the service member worked with or was 

exposed to asbestos during service.3.   A ‘nexus lett er’ from a doctor proving the diagnosis 
is a result of asbestos exposure.

To fi le a VA claim, a veteran can: 
1.   Apply online through eBenefi ts at www.ebenefi ts.

va.gov.
2.   Contact a qualifi ed att orney, Veterans Service 

Organizati on, or claims agent for help at www.
va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditati on.3.   Visit a VA regional offi  ce (www.benefi ts.va.gov/

benefi ts/offi  ces.asp).
See “How Can I Get Help?” to get started.

Hey VeteransDID YOU KNOW?
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Reach over 229,881 adults* every 
month in our Veterans Chronicle 

publication. One out of every four 
adults have served in our country’s 

military, two out of every four adults 
have a friend or family member who 

have served our country.

Source: Nelson-Scarbrough R1 2019  
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