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Professional Development Reflection: Pennsylvania 

Association of Career and Technical Administrators 

By Angela Kenes 

As part of my role with the PA Career Pathways project, I recently attended the 

annual Pennsylvania Association of Career and Technical Administrators (PACTA) 

Conference in Hershey. The theme of the conference, Pathways to Career 

Readiness, was reflected throughout the multiple sessions available to participants. 

I wanted to share what I learned at one of the most interesting and informative 

sessions that I attended: Modernizing Career Awareness for Construction Crafts. 

Lead by Mr. Jason Koss, Director of Industry Relations for the Constructors 

Association of Western Pennsylvania, and Mr. Rich Barcaskey, Executive Director of 

the Constructors Association of Western Pennsylvania, this presentation provided 

information about the Future Road Builders Virtual Pre-Apprenticeship program 

and several features recently added to the site. 

If you have never had the opportunity to explore this site, it is well worth your time.  

It allows users to explore various career in highway construction using a free online 

course.  Participants are able to interact with each phase of a virtual highway 

construction project and learn about the skills needed to be a Carpenter, Cement 

Mason, Laborer, Operating Engineer, Pile Driver and Teamster. 

Participants are able to watch videos, view images, play five different games, and 

answer assessment questions that provide a better understanding of the industry 

and skills needed for a career in highway construction. After completing the pre-

apprenticeship program, which typically takes one and a half hours, participants 

earn a Certificate of Completion and are considered ready to apply for one of 

several apprenticeship programs in highway construction located in western PA.  

However, both Mr. Koss and Mr. Barcaskey indicated that efforts are underway to 

promote the program throughout the state.  
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The most recent additions to the site include a variety of games that can be 

downloaded for free to mobile devices.  The games include interviewing for a 

construction job, bridge safety, traffic control, excavation skills, and rebar tying 

tasks. 

This site is a great resource for introducing students to careers in construction!  The 

site can be accessed at http://www.futureroadbuilders.com/Home. 
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