
You may not know this, but the Montrose Recreation District (MRD) is a special district with boundaries that include the 
City of Montrose and areas outside the City that include approximately 40,000 citizens. The MRD is governed by an 
elected Board of Directors (BOD) where individuals may serve for a maximum of two consecutive four year terms as a 
director. Unfortunately, this May will complete my second four year term and consequently, this will be my last activity 
guide Director’s note. The best way I can think of beginning my final note is by thanking all of you, MRD citizens, for 
allowing me to be one of your representatives on the BOD for the past eight years. My service on the Board, including 
the past two as President, have been extremely rewarding and I feel blessed beyond measure to have had the chance to 
serve our community in a way that has made a positive difference in the quality of life in Montrose, the community I 
love and am proud to call home. 

I cannot end there, though, because there are so many people that I have served with on the MRD Board, the Montrose 
Recreation Foundation and citizen campaign committees that have helped the MRD make an extraordinary impact on 
me and our community during the last eight years. You know who you are and I want you to know what a joy it has been 
serving alongside of you, no matter what part you played in the success of the MRD, THANK YOU!  

Continuing the theme, the professionalism and passion at which MRD staff approach their jobs never ceases to impress 
me, whether it is running youth and adult programs, managing one of our awesome facilities, or serving in 
administrative and maintenance roles. Without staff that believe passionately in the value of community recreation and 
the place their job fits in providing those services, the MRD couldn’t be successful no matter how amazing our facilities 
are. THANK YOU to all the staff, past and present, that contribute to the quality of life in Montrose by keeping our 
organization running. 

Two very exciting projects where the MRD and City have collaborated to obtain grant funding and make tax dollars go 
farther for our community will be completed this spring/summer. One of those exciting projects is the Connect Trail that 
provides an underpass for both Main St. and Townsend. Please watch for announcements regarding a Grand Opening 
celebration for this trail and feel free to use it as most of it is already open to the public. I encourage you to take a walk 
from the Rec. Center west to Baldridge Park and enjoy walking underneath Townsend!  

The second grant funded project that has been needed for a long time, is the Holly Park Renovation. If you aren’t aware, 
I am excited to tell you that the MRD hired Stryker Company, Inc. as the contractor to build this sorely needed project. 
This project is being completed in partnership with the City’s improvements to Riverbottom Drive. This project will 
provide a much better experience at Holly Park, including a new playground and zip line, in addition to providing better 
parking and an improved ball field. The combined project will also create a safer and more recognizable entrance to the 
amazing Baldridge Regional Park. I encourage you to look west when driving down Rio Grande and watch how that 
project progresses this spring.  Programs should be using the new park by early 2021.  

Last, I am excited to see where the MRD goes from here. In May at least one new director will be sworn in to serve on 
the BOD. I am confident that the Staff and new BOD will continue to do amazing things for this community, improving 
the programs and facilities we currently have while making plans for new ways they can make our programs and 
facilities more accessible and inclusive for everyone in our community. Thank you again for the opportunity to serve! 

Jason Ullmann 


