
What I Miss Most MRD Youth Sports Programs 
 
This stinks! Nobody likes the fact that spring sports were cancelled and summer programs are still in 
question. The only good part of this whole lack of sports thing is that it makes us realize what we really 
miss and how much we appreciate it. Here are the top three things in a really long list that I miss most 
about youth sports.  
 
Watching teammates turn into friends 
Sports tend to be the ultimate unifier of kids regardless of their race, financial situation or the differing 
political views of their parents. When teammates step on the field, none of that matters. The only thing 
that matters is playing the game. Once the game is over there is a camaraderie among teammates who 
just pushed themselves physically, mentally and emotionally towards the same goal. It’s how countless 
friendships have started and become stronger. 
 
It is AWESOME to watch a game where the coaches and parents truly “get it” 
When the coaches and parents of both teams fully embrace their role in supporting the kids playing it 
creates an awesome atmosphere for competition. The parents cheer solid plays by both teams and 
truly enjoy watching their child compete regardless of their skill level. Coaches encourage their players 
to give maximum effort while providing feedback in a constructive manner. They measure success by 
how much their team improved from the last game, not necessarily what the scoreboards say. After the 
game the both sides accept the outcome with class and tell their players how proud they are of them.  
 
Seeing young officials handle difficult situations 
Regardless of how well a game is played or coached there are always bang-bang plays and 50/50 calls 
that go “against” one team. Think about it, when was the last time you personally made a split second 
decision you knew was going to disappoint half the people around you. Not only that you had to 
continue doing your job. You can’t run away from it. The officials enforce the rules, stand by their calls 
and immediately prepare for the next play. The vast majority of the time our officials handle the 
negative comments, questioning and adversity with class and a smile. Most of these officials aren’t 
even old enough to vote yet. This gives me a great deal of confidence in younger generations.  
 
Rest assured that we will get back to a place where all of this can happen again. Things may look a 
little different but the essence of youth sports will continue. We can’t wait to see you on the fields again! 
 


