Faith Formation & Youth Leader 
Development Opportunities

Animating Antiracism in Faith Formation:  Planning some summer Professional Development? Looking to increase your awareness for programming that is antiracist? Seeking community for honoring internalized bias and walking alongside other faith formation leaders?
CHECK OUT the summer cohorts of Animating Antiracism in Faith Formation https://www.auce-ucc.org/racial-justice-with-families/animating-antiracism
· TWO-DAY intensive July 31 and Aug 1
· Six-week session starting July 21
Questions or scholarship requests email: nowcymucc@gmail.com



Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Leaders Cohort in the Damascus Project- The Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Leaders Cohort has its home on The Damascus Project Network (a joint project of the Minnesota and Wisconsin Conferences).  The cohort is an online community where faith formation and youth ministry leaders (volunteer, paid, lay and clergy) can gather to offer support, ask questions, and share ideas and resources.  The resources shared can be tagged by topic to make it easy to search for resources.
· The cohort also offers a drop-in support and resource Zoom.  These gatherings are on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 10 am to 11:30 am CT.   Participants can drop in for all or part of a session.  The Zoom link is available in the Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Leaders Cohort platform**.  To learn more about connecting with the cohort, contact Lisa Hart at lhart@wcucc.org. 
	 

Our Whole Lives Facilitator Training is being offered at Daycholah Center from August 8th (1 pm) to August 10th (3 pm).  Implementing the nation’s most highly regarded sexuality education curriculum is a big responsibility. Training prepares facilitators to succeed in their role and enables your faith development team members to understand their own and others’ sexuality within the context of United Church of Christ values.
Choose one of two levels to be trained in:
· Youth (Grades 7-9 & 10-12)
· Adult (Young Adult, Adult, & Older Adult)
Register here: https://tinyurl.com/2025OWLTRAINING                      
Registration Deadline: July 8, 2025

Join a Christian Education/Faith Formation Community of Practice
The Christian Education/Faith Formation Commission of the Wisconsin Conference offers a Communities of Practice (COP) program for educators as a parallel to the successful COP program for pastors in our conference. Lay volunteer or paid staff involved in Sunday school, youth group, or overall education/faith formation are supported and enriched by involvement in a COP with others practicing ministry in similar ways.
Groups will:
· be composed of about six Christian educators/youth leaders from throughout the Wisconsin Conference;
· have a trained facilitator who has experience in Christian education/faith formation ministry;
· meet every four to six weeks for three hours at a day/time that is reasonable for those involved;
· meet at a central location when possible, or groups may choose to use technology to meet remotely.
If you, or the faith formation leader/staff at your church, would appreciate the support of a network of Christian education/faith formation peers, register today! COP groups for 2025-2026 will start in September. The cost for the year is $250. For more information, go to wcucc.org/COP-CEFF, or contact Lisa Hart at lhart@wcucc.org.


GLAUCE October Gathering- (Great Lakes Association of United Church Educators)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Join others who are working/volunteering in faith formation (all ages) or youth ministry to share ideas, learn, build a community of support and engage in worship.  The Great Lakes Association of United Church Educators will be hosting their annual gathering Oct 14-16, 2025 at Geneva Center (www.genevacenter.org)  in Rochester, Indiana.  The Rev. Amy Johnson, the UCC’s Minister for Sexuality Education and Justice, will be our keynote and worship leader.  More information and registration will be available soon.  If you have questions, contact Lisa Hart at Lhart@wcucc.org.

We hope you will consider joining the Association of United Church Educators (AUCE)!
To learn more, visit their website at www.auce-ucc.org.  
 
