Beautiful Is The Earth
Tune: CRUSADER'S HYMN
Text: Bernhardt Severin Ingemann, 1851
Translation: Mark Hulsether & Carolyn Wedin

https://marksbloggingexperiment.com/2021/08/07/deglig-er-jorden-beautiful-is-the-earth/
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This earth i beau - ti - ful. Strong and  pure the skies a - bove,
Hard times  will sure - ly  come. Waves  of time roll 0 - ver Us.
An - gels once taught this song. Shep - herds learned it in  the night.
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Filled with the son(fs of our pil - grim choir.
Like our el - ers, we too must pass.
Still it sounds from soul to soul.
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Through gen - er - a - ions, Ris - ing fall - ing em - pires, We
Al - ways we hear the sound, Ring - ing  true through all our strife  To
Peace to a brok - en world, Joy to all our bro - ken hearts, The
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move with song toward par - a - dise.
train our ears and guide our path.
grace of God pro - claimed for all.
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The Danish and German texts for this tune are significantly different. The

German text, written in the late 1600s by German Jesuits, used a nature

metaphor to describe Jesus, with a trinitarian reference in the last verse.

The Danish lyrics stress respect and admiration for creation, placing

angels, who promote peace on earth, at the story's center. Music plays
an important part in the story as songs are carried by a historical

tradition leading back to the birth of Jesus and carried forward by the

pilgrim choir. The lyric’s stress on angels singing evokes classic ideas
about the music of the spheres, at one with the deep truths of the

universe.

This hymn is THE Christmas hymn in the Nordic countries and

traditionally sung on Christmas Eve. The hymn is sung in native

languages of all Nordic countries including the Faroe Islands, Iceland,

and the Northern and Southern Sami people. This hymn is also sung at

funerals as the closing song, especially in Sweden.
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