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This year’s Faith Foundations (formerly Lay Academy year 1) is off to a 
fantastic start with twenty-four participants from four conferences. The first 
learning unit was titled “Theological Thinking, Theological Living.” The 
primary assignments centered around reading all 150 Psalms and 
discussing what one discovered there in a variety of ways. Instructor Dow 
Edgerton provided a framework for this discussion.  
 
Karen Miller, a member of First Congregational in Menomonie shared these 
thoughts on the intersection between what she finds in scripture and what 
she observes about how humanity relates to God’s creation. As an enrolled 
member of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Nation, Karen carries 
a passion to see that stereotypes of tribal indigenous people are changed, 
that reparations are made to tribal communities who suffer environmental 
harms, and that indigenous knowledge and wisdom is brought to bear on 
climate change issues and decisions that affect us all. In light of the 
conference’s emphasis on the Kairos Call to Action, I thought Karen’s 
thoughts should be shared more broadly as food for thought and as a call to 
action for all of us in this crucial time. 
 
Karen Miller writes:  
 
I was particularly drawn to the psalms that praise the Creator and Creation. 
Psalm 8 affirms human beings as part of creation while Psalm 148 reassures 
me that God intends all of Creation to be and to live fully in His glory. These 
Psalms pose a number of challenges to living a life of faith as they raise 
questions of whether salvation lies within creation or outside of it. 
 



These Psalms are particularly troublesome when today, on average, 288 
species a day go extinct. I'm not talking about the natural process of 
evolution here. There have been plenty of cataclysmic events that have 
diminished local and global biodiversity, but none of them have completely 
ended life. Life has always continued to flow and grow in new directions. 
 
Psalm 104:24 says that all of creation was made in wisdom, "O Lord, how 
manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full 
of your creatures." This verse suggests that there are no expendable 
creatures in God's creation. In the evolutionary scheme of things, a species 
may cease to exist but it is often replaced with another that is better suited 
for the continued flow of life. The current level and pace of extinction caused 
primarily by one species - human creatures -  does not allow for this 
continuation of life. 
 
Then Psalm 145 says, "The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is 
over all that He has made." Does this not strongly imply that, just as we 
humans grieve the loss of biodiversity in the world, God too, grieves this 
loss? Especially when that loss ends in death, where there is no evolutionary 
change to accompany the loss? No transformation? 
 
Some human creatures believe that this early creation doesn't matter 
because God is going to destroy His creation and bring about a new "world." 
But Revelations 21:3-5 foretells, "And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." And the one 
who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." 
 
The creation story (Genesis 1:1-30) tells us that the word of God is uttered 
through the divine breath, that the partitioning of the waters from land, the 
emergence of vegetation, the evolution of life itself - each of these can be 
understood as being propelled by the breath of God over the primordial 
waters. The breath of God is over and within all creation. To destroy creation 
would be to destroy God! 
 
Genesis 1:28-31 provides the world's first sustainability plan. . .God said 
"See I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of the 



earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And 
to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life. I have given every 
green plant for food." 
 
Human dominion over God's animal creatures was not intended to include 
the destruction of vegetation and habitats created to feed both human and 
animal creatures. Human manipulation of vegetation and habitats was meant 
to preserve the seeds of life. God did not give human creatures dominion 
over the earth; God's plan for sustainability did not include the extraction of 
minerals and fossil fuels from beneath the earth's surface. One has to 
wonder what life would look like had we followed the original plan. 
 
On a practical level, these Psalms challenge me to make changes in my life 
that are uncomfortable and that seem impossible at first. No more airplane 
trips, switching to energy-efficient heating and cooling systems, recycling, 
not buying a new cell phone and laptop every two years, educating myself 
and others on the crisis of species extinction. Still there are things I have not 
been willing to change: being a mindful consumer; switching from a primarily 
meat-based diet to a non-meat diet; driving fewer miles than I need to in a 
non-hybrid automobile.  
 
When I was told I could do nothing with the three to four acres of land that I 
"own" because it is technically a wetland area, I made a conscious decision 
to leave it alone, to not even make a path into the area. I walked the 
perimeter of the wetland with a friend, we laid down tobacco and asked the 
Great Spirit to protect the area and all the creatures that live there. I do not 
trespass in the wetland. It is for the other creatures who share this space 
with me. I make do with the remaining 14 acres I can use.  
 
I think this is a real concrete challenge for humans to negotiate, to balance 
our creature needs with other creatures’ needs. But I believe it is what God's 
creation story calls us to do. 
 


