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The Creation Care Team is pleased to announce nearly $10,000 in grants are being awarded to 
10 Wisconsin congregations and our United Church Camps, Inc. to begin implementing the 
Conference’s Kairos Call to Action adopted at this year’s Annual Meeting.  We are most grateful 
that these churches and our camps have stepped forward with a variety of faithful actions for the sake 
of God’s creation and our common home.  We hope these projects inspire all churches to become 
“Kairos-Covenanted” congregations to sustain our earth. 
 
Our team is also grateful to the Wisconsin Conference Catalyst Fund for making these grants possible.  
 
Bethel-Bethany United Church of Christ, Milwaukee:  Grant assistance helped cover the cost of a 
summer immersion course for retired Pastor Tim Perkins.  This past summer, he participated in the 
“Urban Ecology Center Summer Intensive,” a five-session training course focused on community 
environmental education.  A grant of $175 was awarded to help cover course costs. Rev. Perkins 
plans to use the knowledge and tools gained at the course to address environmental justice concerns 
in Bethel-Bethany’s multicultural/multiracial and economically diverse neighborhood and in creation of 
a “Green Sherman Park” Initiative.  Tim has joined our Wisconsin Conference Creation Care Team, 
and is already sharing his talents and expertise in our planning to implement the Kairos Call to Action. 
This project relates to several of the Calls to Action, but most directly #9, on becoming a Kairos 
mobilization hub. 
 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Ladysmith:  Funding from a $910 Creation Care grant will 
be used to replace fluorescent lights with LED bulbs in the church's offices and lower level to greatly 
lower energy use. The church has been active in researching costs and funding available to lower the 
project outlay from the church’s operating budget.  Supplemental funding includes money from this 
Creation Care grant, a similar Northwest Association grant, and reduced bulb costs through Focus on 
Energy. This project relates to Kairos Call to Action #5, becoming a carbon neutral church. 
 
Memorial United Church of Christ, Fitchburg: This congregation has done many projects and 
initiatives already in caring for creation, and is in prayerful discernment on becoming a Creation 
Justice church.  This $1000 grant will help decrease use of plastic and nonrenewable resources. 
Reusable and environmentally-friendly products will be purchased and offered to members and friends 
of the church for a reduced price (reusable food wraps and drinking straws, personal hygiene 
products, earth-safe shampoos, etc.). When possible, locally-sourced products will be utilized.  
Educational materials will be provided listing resources for purchasing these products. The project will 
also reach out to community partners such as the Good Neighbors Personal Essentials Pantry 
(GNPEP, http://www.gnpep.net/) which provides “personal & household supplies to families in need.” 
This project relates to Calls to Action # 1, study and immersion, and #5, becoming more carbon neutral. 
 
Trinity United Church of Christ, LaCrosse plans to purchase an energy efficient dishwasher and 
replant trees on their grounds with a $1000 grant. The dishwasher will reduce waste by minimizing use 
of plastic products and ensuring proper sanitization for reusable tableware.  Replacing trees on their 
already-forested grounds will help fight climate change. This project relates to Calls to action # 5, on 
carbon neutrality, and # 4, cultivating gardens and landscapes for justice. 
 
Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, Merrill:  This congregation will use a $1000 grant as part 
of the funding needed to update their “ancient boiler,” one of two heating systems currently in use on 
their campus.  Finding the right heating system will require funds for professional evaluation and 
selection of a new system, as well as installation.  The church currently has a capital campaign 
underway to raise money, and this grant will help in the process.  The new heating system will provide 

http://www.gnpep.net/


for efficient heating and controls to only heat areas needed at various times of the day and week. This 
project relates to Call to Action # 5, toward greater carbon neutrality. 
 
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ at Wisconsin Rapids is working with 
Midstate Technical College on a plan for installation of solar panels at the church.  The grant of $1000 
will help toward their goal of completing the project by the fall of 2021. This project also relates to Call 
to Action #5, toward greater carbon neutrality. 
 
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ, Two Rivers:  Faced with a possible 40% increase 
in electrical costs due to a rate change, this congregation has already conducted an energy audit and 
replaced most of their lighting with more efficient LED lights.  This $1000 grant will help with the cost 
of replacing remaining fluorescent lights and fixtures in their educational wing, gathering area, kitchen 
and music room.  Once the bulbs are installed, the church should also qualify for a rebate from Focus 
on Energy.  Overall, they will be replacing up to 350 fluorescent bulbs with 315 LED’s, which should 
reduce their energy use and costs significantly for many years. This project also relates to Call to 
Action #5, toward greater carbon neutrality. 
 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ, Madison:  In their grant application, church 
members attested that they are “committed to the need for change to help our environment and our 
world.”  They have received a "Solar for Good" award of 48 solar panels that will provide 
approximately 85% of their electrical needs. This $1000 grant will be applied toward the remaining 
project costs. The church has already completed a multi-year project converting all fluorescent lighting 
to LED bulbs. They also plan to hold several “Kairos-type” educational events covering solar energy, 
building changes, better driving strategies, climate change, and a Spiritual call for Earth care. All of these 
will be presented at the church by videoconference with everyone welcome. This project relates to 
several Calls to Action, including #s 1, education and immersion, and 5 toward greater carbon neutrality. 
 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Madison:  This congregation is embarking on a 
solar installation project to provide an estimated 61% of their power needs. This $1000 grant will help 
the church do its part to lessen the impacts of climate change. Further, the congregation has decided 
that the utility cost savings from using the solar installation will be kept in a separate fund “dedicated 
for donations to racial and social justice initiatives and organizations, to fully realize environmental 
justice.”  This project relates to several Calls to Action, including #s 5, toward greater carbon neutrality, 
and 6, investing church funds in creation care. 
 
McFarland United Church of Christ (MUCC):  This church plans to restore native plants on 10,000 
square feet of the church grounds.  This $500 grant will be used to help offset the costs of equipment 
rental, supplies, seeds, soil, and interpretive signs.  A local Girl Scout Troop is collaborating with the 
congregation on the project.  According to the grant application, the mission statement of the MUCC 
Ecojustice Committee states: “We affirm the divine gifts of all creation and our interconnectedness 
with one another and with our environment. We commit ourselves to education, and to action to care 
for all of God’s creation, especially where there is inequity, suffering and environmental degradation. 
We acknowledge that the task is great but that no action is too small. For the sake of generations to 
come, it is vital that we take responsibility to protect the only home God has given us.” This project 
relates to several Calls to Action, including #s 1, on education and immersion, and 4, on cultivating 
gardens and landscapes for justice. 
 
United Church Camps, Inc. (UCCI):  UCCI is an independent, nonprofit, outdoor ministry 
organization that collaborates and supports the WCUCC.  UCCI operates on three campuses: Pilgrim 
Center, Moon Beach, and Cedar Valley.  Spurred by the Wisconsin Conference resolution calling for 
repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery (and in partnership with First Nation representatives in 
Wisconsin, the Alliance for Justice, WI Conference Staff, UCCI Staff, local churches, and the Pilgrim 
Center Site Committee) UCCI will undertake a dynamic and meaningful process to rename the Pilgrim 
Center site, and build an ongoing relationship through “truth, reconciliation, racial justice, and creation 
care.” Through education, programming, and partnership, UCCI envisions building a more respectful 



society and sustainable presence regarding relationships and care of creation. This grant of $1000 will 
help fund the beginning of this important work.  To quote the grant application, “Utilizing UCCI facilities 
as a source of education and experiential opportunities, we see tremendous opportunity to impact 
local congregations within the WCUCC and the communities in which our participants live, work, and 
volunteer.  A starting point for this vision is the renaming effort at Pilgrim Center, but UCCI is committed 
to continuing to build respectful relationships through productive dialogue, in order to learn the wisdom 
of creation care that our First Nation partners are willing to share.” This project relates to several of the 
Calls to Action, including #s 1, study and immersion, and 3, knowing our environmental history. 


