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In my last article, I referred to the 1972 book, “The Limits to Growth,” whose 
authors employed analog computer modeling, cybernetics, and systems thinking 
to forecast probable global consequences of a variety of critical elements, 
exponential growth of which, when acting as parts of a single system, equal more 
than the sum of their parts. Some of these elements were human urban 
population, arable land, food, fossil fuels, global temperature, pollution, non-
renewable resources, etc.  
 
Given current trends at the time, the forecast for major global collapse would 
occur by 2050 or thereabouts. Both the date and the possibility were widely 
denied by most established economists, who relied on indefinite, continuous 
growth, based on certain economic “laws.” 
 
Underlying these “laws” is a Culture of Growth story we Americans believe from 
childhood: we are a society based on God’s favor and freedom [equality ?], 
supercessionism [now is the best ever, forget the past], individualism [I mind my 
own business], capitalism [greed is good], progressivism [new is better], 
pragmatism [what works, is], competition [I win, you lose], the control of nature, 
[technology will save us]. Finally, since 2001, fear [of “others”]. 
 
An Economy of Growth belongs to this story. We are told that GNP/GDP 
accurately measures this story’s success. Those who have eyes to see know that 
they don’t reflect reality. There must be something wrong; we need better 
measures that reflect what we observe and a different story, based on how the 
Earth’s systems and Cultures actually work, and an economics that reflects and 
builds on that story. 
 
Reviewing: economies are roughly divided into three branches: “Force” 
(euphemistically called “Defense”), “Exchange” (goods and services purchased 
with money and credit), and “Quality of Life” (education, transportation, 
conservation, contributions, health and welfare, shelter, pure water, clean air, 



etc., peaceful coexistence). Exchange is measured by GNP/GDP, but clearly it 
bleeds over into the other three, especially Defense. 
 
Many economists point out that more information is needed to get a better 
approximation of GNP/GDP’s actual measure: purchasing power (what a dollar 
buys); income distribution (who gets what); informal paid and unpaid household 
production/hour. Subtracted should be depletion of non-renewable resources; 
social and environmental waste, and certain ratios, e.g. energy expended/GDP, 
and military/civilian expenditures. Also subtracted is the withdrawal of money 
from circulation by the very wealthy to avoid taxation. When all of these factors 
are entered, GNP/GDP is considerably reduced in comparison to countries like 
Sweden, Norway, and Germany. Even more seriously, the Quality of Life element 
in the national economy is drastically reduced by “Defense”, impeding progress 
toward society’s goals and values, thus increasing depletion of the dynamic 
equilibrium the Earth’s system requires for maintaining life and human well-being. 
 
We need a different story, one that reflects respect for God’s Creation and 
respect for one another in community; sharing, conserving, and controlling 
population; and waging peace. This story will concentrate on Quality of Life 
elements to create a Growth of Culture, rather than a Culture of Growth. Our 
lives and the Earth depend on believing, telling, and living it. 
 

 

 


