
  Churches that achieve their base pledge to “Our Church’s Wider Mission” 
  and donate to all 4 national UCC fundraisers each year are counted as 
“5 for 5” churches for supporting every special national effort. These offerings give our 
churches a way to be a small (or large) part of something big!  

Local churches and people are helped by these offerings in our state, across the nation, 
and around the world.  Giving to these offerings means that our funds added together can 
provide more support in much larger ways that we can do alone. Thanks for your help 
through these annual UCC fundraisers and other emergency and special-need offerings:

• One Great Hour of Sharing
• Strengthen the Church
• Neighbors in Need
• The Christmas Fund
• Our Church's Wider Mission

All donations are appreciated, and are used toward disaster relief, mission trip 
scholarships, help to local churches and clergy, immigrant and refugee assistance, social 
justice action, overseas ministries and more as we join hands across our communities, the 
nation, and the world in service of Christ.

This information and encouragement is sent to you from the 
Northwest Association’s Division of the Mission of the Church in the World.

Be a “5 for 5” Congregation!

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a worldwide UCC Lenten O�ering to be 
collected in UCC Churches March 22, 2020. It supports disaster aid, refugee 
relief, and development that is ecumenical and worldwide in scope and imple-
mentation.  Our local church contributions help us reach around the world, 
making connections that would be much harder to do alone.

For example, did you know that funds from OGHS o�erings are already helping 
respond to the Coronavirus epidemic in China?  UCC Disaster Ministries are 
contributing a $5,000 solidarity grant toward a growing ecumenical response 
to this emergency. Funds will enable purchase and air shipment of medical 
standard masks and robes to the Amity Foundation, an independent Chinese 
social organization founded in 1985 on the initiative of Chinese Christians.

How does the money from our collection plates get to the places in the world 
where it’s needed?  UCC Disaster Ministries uses OGHS funds very e�ciently 
through partnerships with local organizations at the site of a disaster.  For 
example, in April 2015, Nepal's worst earthquake in 80 years killed nearly 9,000 
people. 598,401 homes were destroyed and 283,585 were damaged. Since 
2015 a $240,000 loan from UCC Disaster Ministries has made possible construc-
tion of 94 earthquake-resistant homes in partnership with the Fuller Center for 
Housing. Families pay back interest-free loans into a revolving fund that is used 
to build more homes. UCC has funded 74 homes directly, and 20 were built 
with funds families paid back into the revolving fund. As funds continue to 
revolve, more homes can be built.  So, our contributions this year continue to 
work where needed for many years to come.

How far can you reach?  
Connect with the whole world through

One Great Hour of Sharing!

Whether our donations to OGHS address climate-related disasters, epidem-
ics, refugee resettlement, or development, need continues to exceed avail-
able resources.  According to the United Nations’ Refugee Agency, only 4.5 
percent of global refugee resettlement needs were met in 2019.  

UCC response to the Australian bush�res last autumn was prompt.  Massive 
forest �res devastated large areas of Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales. 
UCC Disaster Ministries has contributed $5,000 each to the National Disaster 
Relief Fund of the Uniting Church of Australia and to Global Ministries 
Partners (Churches of Christ) in Australia for their support to the recovery of 
people in need as a result of this disaster.

Funds generated by OGHS also helped in places like Nepal (earthquake 
recovery), Puerto Rico (earthquake and hurricane recovery), Florida 
(hurricane recovery), and many more. 

How far can you reach to show help and love to those in need?  Through our 
OGHS o�ering we can reach from Wisconsin to Florida to Puerto Rico, Austra-
lia, Nepal, and China.  On March 22, extend your reach around the world – 
please give generously to this year’s One Great Hour of Sharing o�ering.


