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Adults will rediscover the source of their comfort as described 
by Isaiah and express hope in it.

A Reason to Hope

December 6, 2020 Second Sunday of Advent

Isa. 40:1–11
Ps. 85:1–2, 8–13
2 Pet. 3:8–15a 
Mark 1:1–8

n P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  S E S S I O N

Focus on Isaiah 40:1–11

WHAT is important to know?  —From “Exegetical Perspective,” Kathleen M. O’Connor

This passage creates a theological terra firma for a fearful people, not in the destroyed temple, the collapsed 
monarchy, or the broken covenant of the past, but in God’s never-failing word. At a time when other tangible 
and intangible ways of relating to God have collapsed, the prophetic word is their anchor. This may be why 
vocabulary of speaking and calling, voice and word, calling and commanding dominates the text. Though 
everything else fails, God’s word endures forever, and that God comes to lead them home.

WHERE is God in these words? —From “Theological Perspective,” George W. Stroup

For those who live in the midst of exile, cultural collapse, and communal disaster, there can be no true hope 
except in God. It is futile to hope in individuals or even in the strength of the community, for human beings 
are inconstant, are fickle, and break their promises. Eventually they wither and fade, not simply because they 
are mortal, but because they are untrustworthy. The only one who can be trusted to make right what is so badly 
wrong, who can lead Judah out of exile and into the promised land, is the one whose Word will alone “stand 
forever” (v. 8). 

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? —From “Pastoral Perspective,” Cynthia A. Jarvis

The God we shall see, says Second Isaiah in this pericope, looks like this: on one hand, God will come with 
might and God’s arm will rule; on the other hand, God will feed this flock like a shepherd. “Here is your God!” 
we say and so turn those who dwell in unforgiven past tenses to a Word made flesh, pregnant with God’s “shall” 
and “will.” “Here is your God!” we shout to those whose impending death has made them demand a miracle 
and so insinuate the mighty Word that alone negates our mortality against its every rival. “Here is your God!” 
we sing, and with Handel lift up our voice with strength, heralds one and all of good tidings.

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? —From “Homiletical Perspective,” Richard F. Ward

In the face of derision and indifference, we are to speak of this God whose fierce compassion and care for 
humankind trumps the power of the other “gods” who seem to enjoy sovereignty in human relationships. 
Advent is a time to hear the promises spoken or sung to the community of faith once again and then sit with 
them through the season. It is also a time for that community to find its own voice, overcome its objections, 
and speak words of comfort and assurance to anyone who feels separated or abandoned by God that God will 
arrive and will come in gentle power.
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In 587 BCE, the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem ended. The temple was 
destroyed. The city was ransacked and leveled. Many of the people 
of Judah and their leaders were forced into exile in Babylonia. Before 
the exile, the prophet whom scholars now call First Isaiah spoke 
harsh words of judgment upon the people of Judah. The people 
had forsaken the Lord, had gone after other gods, trusted in foreign 
powers, and neglected the needs of the poor. After the people were 
exiled, a new prophet arose whom scholars identify as Second Isaiah. 
Recorded about one hundred years after First Isaiah, his words were 
very different. They were words of comfort.

The exiles had lost everything they held dear. The temple where the 
Lord had dwelt had been destroyed. They had been driven from the 
land promised to their ancestor, Abraham. Their religious observances 
and dietary customs were forbidden, and they struggled to keep 
themselves a separate people. They questioned their faith: Had the 
God of Judah been defeated by the gods of the Babylonians? Was 
their God powerful enough to rescue them? Would their God once 
again turn his face toward them?

There are times when the words “Don’t worry, everything will be all 
right” can seem like a cliché. Isaiah’s words were words of comfort to 
the exiles, because they redirected the attention of the people from 
their plight to the God of their salvation.

Words of Comfort




