THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP

In Water We Grow
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1. In wa - ter we grow, se - cure in the womb,
2. In wa - ter we  wash: the dirt of each day,
3. In wa - ter we dive, and can - not draw Dbreath,
4. In wa - ter we dwell, for by its deep flow
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and speech-less - ly know love’'s safe - ty and room.
its trou - ble and  rush are car - ried a - way
then sur - face a - live, re - bound-ing from death.
through blood- stream and cell, we lile, think, and grow.
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Bap - tiz -'ing and  bless-ing, we pub - lish for  good
In Christ re - cre - a - ted by love’scleans-ing art,
Our old self goes un - der, in  Christ dead and drowned.
Praise God, love out - flow- ing, whose well of new birth
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the free- ing, «ca - ress- ing safe - keep-ing of God.
self - will and self - ha - tred dis - solve and de - part.
We rise, washed in won - der, by love clad and crowned.
bap - tiz - es our know-ing, and wa - ters the earth.
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Water of life:
A baptismal prayer of praise

One: We thank you, God, for water.
By it you give life to plants, animals and all humankind.

Many: We thank you that in the beginning your Spirit of creation
moved over the face of the waters.

One: We thank you for your rainbow covenant promise
that emerged from the drowning flood water.

Many: We thank you for safe passage of our ancestors
through the Red Sea,
passing from slavery to freedom.

One: We thank you for quenching the thirst of our ancestors
with water from the rock at Horeb.

Many: We thank you for the baptism of Jesus
in the waters of the River Jordon.

One: We thank you for Jesus who stilled raging water;
who offered “living water,
a spring of water welling up to eternal life,”
who washed the disciples’ feet
to signify their continuing vocation.

Many: We thank you, God, that you have led us by still waters.

One: We thank you for the promise that one day justice will flow like the waters,
righteousness like an everflowing stream.

Many: We thank you for creating us in the watery womb of our mothers,
and for recreating us in the watery womb of baptism,
as we are “buried with Christ into death,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of God,
we too might walk in newness of life.” Amen.



