8 Praise to the Living God

Ps. 84:1-2 Curtis Beach, 1966; alt.
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1 Praise to the liv-ing  God, the God of love and light, Whose
2 Praise to the liv-ing  God, from whom all thingsde - rive, Whose
3 Praise to the liv -ing God, who knows our joy and pain, Who

4 Praise to the liv - ing  God, a - round, with-in, a - bove, Be -
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word brought forth the myr -iad suns and set the worldsin  flight;

Spir - it formedup - on this spherethe first faint seeds of life;

shares with  us our com-mon life, the sa - cred and pro - fane.
yond the grasp of hu - man mind, but whom we know as  love.
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Whose in ‘- fi - nite de - sign, which we but dim - ly see, Per -

Who causedthem to e - volve, un - wit - ting, toward God’s goal, Till
God toils wher-e’er we toil, in homeand mart and mill; And
In these tu- mul-tuous days, so full of hope and strife, May
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vades all na-ture, mak-ing all a COs - mic u - ni - ty.
hu - man-kind stood on the earth, as liv - ing, think-ing souls.
deep with-in the  hu-manheart God leads us for-ward still.
we bear wit-ness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life.
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Curtis Beach, born into a family of several generations of Tune: DIADEMATA SM.D.
ministers, was educated at Harvard University, the Boston George J. Elvey, 1868

University School of Theology, and the University of Southern
California. A minister in the United Church of Christ, Beach
authored The Gospel of Mark: Its Making and Meaning.




JUSTICE AND PEACE

Spirit of Jesus, If I Love My Neighbor 590

Brian Wren, 1973; rev. 1994 Rom. 13:8-14
Unison
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1 Spir - it of Je - sus, if I love my neigh - bor,
2 And if, when I have an - swered need with kind - ness,
3 If | am hug - ging safe - ty Oor pos-ses - sions,
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out of my knowl - edge, lei-sure, power or  wealth,
my  neigh - bor ris - es, wak-ened from de - spair,
un - curl my spir - it, as your love pre - vails,
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0 - pen my mind to un -  der-standthe an-ger of
0o - pen my heart to hear the cry for jus-tice that
to join my neigh -  bors, work for 1lib - er - a - tion, and
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help-less-ness that hates my power to  help.
strug-gles for the chang - es that I fear.
find . . . my free - dom at themark of nails.
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Brian Wren gave this poem the subtitle “Pilgrimage of Tune: BENJAMIN 11.10.11.10.
Confession” when it was first written, referring in part to the Jonathan McNair, 1994

walk made by nine white South Africans in 1972 to draw
other whites’ attention to the injustice of migrant labor laws.
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