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ST. THOMAS, Virgin Islands – May 10, 2022

Free Water, Less Plastic – Bottle Fill Station Arrives at St. Thomas Swimming Association
 The Virgin Islands Conservation Society, in a partnership with the Department of Planning & Natural Resources, is continuing its community seed-grants with the VI Clean Coasts program. Established in 2018, VI Clean Coasts is a certification program for USVI businesses and organizations to become more eco-friendly through environmental goals and projects, consulting, and seed-grants. The original goal of the program was to eliminate single-use plastics in the Virgin Islands, but programs are custom tailored to environmental goals of each certified business.
Kitty Edwards, Coastal Zone Management Education & Outreach Coordinator and VICC program manager had this to say, "As VI Clean Coasts provides more seed grants to businesses and organizations of the Virgin Islands, I continue to be uplifted by the success possible in our community when we work together. Bringing cold, filtered water to the St. Thomas Swimming Association is a huge win for the team!" 
The St. Thomas Swimming Association, Inc. (STSA) is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization in the US Virgin Islands. STSA was incorporated in 1986 by a group of residents who shared a common belief that recreational and competitive swimming are important skills and a benefit to the community. Construction of the pool was completed in 1986 and since that time, STSA has offered Learn to Swim programs for children and adults, swim team training, aquatic therapy, and water safety programs.
STSA reached out to VI Clean Coasts as they were interested in having clean drinking water at their location.  The VI Clean Coasts grant was able to purchase the unit and partnered with the Rotary Club of St. Thomas East ECO which generously donated the installation of the unit and 50 reusable cups for students and instructors.
[bookmark: _Hlk102737308]“Swimming is a great exercise,” says John Vasbinder, Executive Director, and Head Coach for STSA, “but people don’t realize how much you actually sweat. For years, students and teachers had to bring their own cold water to the pool.  Having this cold-water filling station is a wonderful addition to our facility.  We all love having fresh, clean water and very much appreciate VI Clean Coasts and Rotary Club of St. Thomas East ECO for making this happen.”
 “The installation of the water refill station at the Swim Association pool represents another step forward towards fulfilling our club’s goal to help make the VI a plastic free society,” states Environmental Sustainability chair Doug White. “Our club is so passionate about environmental issues that we even changed our name to Rotary Club of St. Thomas East ECO to reflect our new mission. We have been working for years to educate the community on the impact plastic, and more explicitly single use plastic, has on our environment and our landfill. That’s why our Club is so pleased to be able to participate in this very important project.”

This project was completed with the collaboration of the VI Clean Coasts team, St. Thomas Swimming Association, and the Rotary Club of St. Thomas East ECO. To learn more about VI Clean Coasts visit the VICS website at www.viconservationsociety.org or email adriennevics@gmail.com.
 
About Virgin Islands Clean Coasts (VICC)
The Virgin Islands Clean Coast Certification is a local collaborative effort between the Virgin Islands Conservation Society and the Department of Planning and Natural Resources Coastal Zone Management Division.  The objective is to reduce the amount of single-use plastic in the USVI. Single use plastics are detrimental to the environment, impacting every part of the ocean food chain as well as pose great risks to personal health of the VI community.  The VI Clean Coast program encourages businesses to take a proactive approach to “greening” their practices by offering environmental certification and grants to incentivizes the implementation of changes leading to the elimination of single-use plastics.  To learn more about VI Clean Coasts visit the VICS website at www.viconservationsociety.org

Included images
· VICC certification logo
Please caption photos 
· John Vasbinder, Barbara Bertram, and Filemon Wakuwile aka “DudeonWheelz” smiling by VICC water fill station installation and cups donated by the Rotary Club
· Filemon Wakuwile aka “DudeonWheelz” loves the water fill station and cups - installation and cups donated by the Rotary Club
· Sign installation donated by Cool Signs
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