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March 15th, 2021 

To Valerie Peters,  

 

As the St. Thomas Coordinator for the Virgin Islands Marine Advisory Service 

(VIMAS), I am asking for your support of the Annual Great Mangrove Cleanup. Now in its 3rd 

year of operation, the Great Mangrove Cleanup, which is spearheaded by researchers and staff at 

the University of Virgin Islands (UVI) and the Department of Planning and Natural Resources 

(DPNR), has removed over 7,000 lbs of debris across St. Thomas and St. Croix. These cleanups 

are not only a great way to engage U.S. Virgin Islands residents, but they also serve as a means 

to collect data on the most common types of debris found along mangrove shorelines which in 

turn supports legislative efforts to mitigate the impacts of marine debris. Three years of data 

collected from these cleanups suggests that common type of debris in these habitats include 

derelict fishing gear and beverage bottles (plastic and glass). This supports the notion of having 

data drive legislative action rather than following global trends that may not always apply to a 

local, island setting.  

 

This year, to incentivize participants during the St. Thomas cleanup scheduled for April 

2021, our team is seeking donations, in terms of prizes that could be provided to cleanup teams 

for categories such as 1) most debris removed and the 2) weirdest debris found, to name a few. 

Potential prizes could include services offered by a business or goods that reinforce the focus and 

impetus of cleanups (reduction of single-use plastics). Providing volunteers with incentives helps 

to foster partnerships between the public and private sector as well as encouraging positive 

behavior change that benefits the environment.  

 

Any support that you could provide, would be of significant value, not just to our team, 

but the critical USVI habitats, such as mangrove shorelines, that are often overlooked. The 

solution to reducing the negative impacts of marine debris, both starts and ends with us.  

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Howard Forbes Jr. 

St. Thomas Coordinator  

Virgin Islands Marine Advisory Service  


