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                     FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact:
Kristine Tartaglio
kristine@coralworldvi.com
(340) 775 1555

A new addition to the Coral World family is on the way!! 

[bookmark: _Hlk102818870]ST. THOMAS, Virgin Islands, April 9, 2022
On Mother’s Day, May 8, Coral World Ocean Park announced to its Facebook followers that it is expecting a new addition to the Coral World family. Ping, one of the coastal Atlantic bottlenose dolphins living at Coral World, is pregnant! The staff is excited to share this news and looks forward to welcoming the new Coral World family member in approximately  2 ½  months..  “Every pregnancy, human or animal, is risky, and our team is paying extra close attention to Ping to ensure she has the highest quality of prenatal care,” said Kristine Tartaglio, Assistant Curator of Mammals and Birds at Coral World.  
Coral World’s animal care team is paying extra close attention to Ping to ensure that she has the highest quality of prenatal care. Dolphins who live in human care have the advantage of excellent wellness and medical attention.  All the dolphins as Coral World benefit from the extensive knowledge among the animal care team and the global shared body of knowledge. 
“We have a vast, shared body of knowledge from veterinarians, scientists, and animal care professionals from all over the world” said Lee Kellar, General Curator and Director of Facilities at Coral World. “Through a global network of support, we are giving Ping everything she needs to maintain a healthy pregnancy.”  
Ping has never lived in the wild. Arriving to Coral World, 2019 was her first time in natural ocean waters. “It has been wonderful to watch her learn about ocean waves, currents, fish, and invertebrates. This is such an incredible habitat for Ping and all the dolphins at Coral World to call home. While we can’t recreate every experience of life in the open ocean, we do our best to give them natural experiences and reproduction is definitely a natural experience,” said Tartaglio. 
Reproduction is a sign of good health and natural behavior in all animals. It is a measure of Ping’s wellbeing to see reproductive behavior. “Ping has been a mother before” said Erica Palmer, Veterinary Technician at Coral World, “so we have every confidence that she will have an uncomplicated pregnancy and delivery, although we will prepare to handle every possible outcome and support Ping in every way we can.”
###

About Coral World Ocean Park 
Coral World Ocean Park is a marine park in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands and is accredited by the Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums (AMMPA). Dedicated to providing the highest quality of care for marine mammals and contributing to conservation efforts through scientific research, Coral World offers programming to educate visitors about conservation and how they can make a positive impact on maintaining the integrity of the marine ecosystem. Through interactive experiences that allow visitors to get up close and personal with marine life surrounding the Virgin Islands, Coral World strives to inspire the next generation of animal advocates and conservationists. For more information, visit the Coral World website at https://coralworldvi.com/. 
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