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ST. THOMAS, Virgin Islands – January 21, 2022

Free Water, Less Plastic – Bottle Fill Station Arrives at Magens Bay
 The Virgin Islands Conservation Society, in a partnership with the Department of Planning & Natural Resources, is continuing its community seed-grants with the VI Clean Coasts program. Established in 2018, VI Clean Coasts is a certification program for USVI businesses and organizations to become more eco-friendly through environmental goals and projects, consulting, and seed-grants. The original goal of the program was to eliminate single-use plastics in the Virgin Islands, but programs are custom tailored to environmental goals of each certified business.
 “I am thrilled to see the continuation and growth of the VI Clean Coasts Program.” Says Coastal Zone Management Education & Outreach Coordinator and VICC program manager Kitty Edwards. “Being able to customize the eco-certification journey for local businesses and organizations means that this program can work for anyone wanting to protect the beautiful environment of the Virgin Islands. We have to work together to protect what we love!”
On January 4, 2022 the Magens Bay Beach Bar, Café & Boutique was welcomed to the ranks of seed-grant recipients with the installation of their bottle fill station located between the concession counter and the boutique. The installation of this bottle fill station was donated by the team at Island Designs, LLC led by co-owner Dave Zimmerman. “I am thrilled that Island Designs was able to donate the installation for this project, we are committed to projects that will increase environmental awareness and protection. It was important to us that the project be completed quickly and professionally so that all of the visitors to the beach would be able to enjoy clean drinking water without having to purchase single-use bottles.” 
The inspiration for this project started with a request in the April 2021 Magens Bay Authority board meeting by a concerned citizen who frequents the beach, Dennis Nixon. 
“As one of the many seniors who use Magens Bay as a beautiful place to exercise, either swimming or just walking the beach, the only thing that was missing from that great location was a place to refill my water bottle during and at the end of my workouts.  My innocent question to the beach manager, Mr. Brumant, about what we could do to change that, led to great discussions with a network of people who had the ability to take action:  Ms. Coulianos of the Magens Bay Authority, Mr. Dimopolus of Magen’s Bay Concessions, Valerie Peters of the Virgin Islands Conservation Society, and finally, the person who got us to the finish line, Kitty Edwards of DPNR.  With her help, Magens Bay is now a member of the VI Clean Coasts Program, which made us eligible for the grant that paid for the filling station and its installation.  It has been a great example of people pulling together to make a great place even better!”
The public is invited to visit the fill station while exercising, relaxing at the beach, or enjoying lunch! “Magens Bay Concessions is thrilled and proud to be a part of a movement that will better our beautiful island and environment by providing a bottle fill station for beachgoers with the help of the VI Clean Coasts Program.” Said Christos Dimopolous. The unit is hands-free, so just hold your reusable water bottle under the spout to fill up with chilled and filtered water and watch the counter go up showing how many single-use water bottles have been avoided with the use of this machine. Keep an eye out for new Magens Bay insulated cups coming soon to the boutique!
This project was completed with the collaboration of the VI Clean Coasts team, the Magens Bay Beach Bar, Café & Boutique, and Island Designs Landscape & Stormwater Solutions. To learn more about VI Clean Coasts visit the VICS website at www.viconservationsociety.org or email adriennevics@gmail.com.
 
About Virgin Islands Clean Coasts (VICC)
The Virgin Islands Clean Coast Certification is a local collaborative effort between the Virgin Islands Conservation Society and the Department of Planning and Natural Resources Coastal Zone Management Division.  The objective is to reduce the amount of single-use plastic in the USVI. Single use plastics are detrimental to the environment, impacting every part of the ocean food chain as well as pose great risks to personal health of the VI community.  The VI Clean Coast program encourages businesses to take a proactive approach to “greening” their practices by offering environmental certification and grants to incentivizes the implementation of changes leading to the elimination of single-use plastics.  To learn more about VI Clean Coasts visit the VICS website at www.viconservationsociety.org


Included images
· VICC certification logo
Please caption photos 
· VICC water fill station mural painted by local artist Susan Edwards
· Fill Station Installation donated by Island Designs (Landscape and stormwater solutions)
· Sign installation donated by Cool Signs
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