e —
EEREEERR
HEEHBEER

GOVERNMENT HOUSE

UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 10, 2022

Press Contact

Richard Motta

340-474-2399

WWW.VI.gov
richard.mottajr@go.vi.gov

Governor Bryan hands the pen he used to sign the Fire-EMS merger into law to V.I. Fire Service Director Daryl George as Chief if Staff Karl Knight and Lt. Governor
Tregenza Roach look on.

Governor Bryan Signs Into Law Fire-EMS Merger

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS — On Friday, April 8, Governor Albert Bryan Jr. signed into law the Fire-EMS
merger legislation that will combine the two agencies so they can deliver more efficient and comprehensive
emergency medical services to Virgin Islanders.

Under the new law, the Territory’s Emergency Medical Services will be a division of the V.I. Fire Service,
which will oversee EMS. Legislation to combine the two agencies had been put before the Senate three times
previously before Governor Bryan sent down his proposal.
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During a bill-signing ceremony at the Omar Brown Fire Station on St. Thomas enacting the new law, Governor
Bryan noted that the proposal to merge the V.I. Fire Service and EMS had been put forth 15 years ago, and he
recalled the efforts of the DeJongh Administration to get the measure passed through the V.I. Legislature.

“If we had done it then, imagine the people that maybe would have survived because Virgin Islanders could
have responded not from one spot, but from five or six locations throughout the Territory,” the Governor said.
“I really am proud to say today that we got it done. As this Administration moves forward, we’re keeping the
promises that we made to the people in Year One by being persevering on all the things that we think are
important. By trying and trying and trying, until we get it through.”

Governor Bryan also thanked Senate Vice-President Novelle Francis Jr. for his efforts to pass the legislation,
and he thanked Fire Service Director Daryl George and Health Commissioner Justa Encarnacion for their
perseverance in seeing the measure passed into law.

The Bryan-Roach Administration is investing in the Territory’s people, infrastructure and future through
transparency, stabilizing the economy, restoring trust in the government and ensuring that recovery projects are
completed as quickly as possible. Visit transparency.vi.gov
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