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September 2, 2022 

 

Howard County Public School System  

10910 Clarksville Pike 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

 

Dear Dr. Martirano:  

 

First and foremost, we want to acknowledge our continuous and productive partnership on 

school construction matters to make progress on addressing school overcrowding and capacity 

issues that have persisted for years. Through our collaboration, we have invested over $350 

million in Howard County school construction projects over the last four years, an increase of 

nearly $80 million over the prior four-year period. These investments will add approximately 

2,400 new seats for our students by the end of 2023, making the most significant impact on 

school overcrowding and school capacity rates in years. 

 

Last week, as we welcomed our students back for a new school year, our shared efforts allowed 

us to cut the ribbon, with our community, on the long awaited Talbott Springs Elementary 

School Replacement project, adding 540 new seats for our elementary school students. Our 

collaboration has also supported the completion of High School #13, which will add nearly 1,700 

new seats for our high school students beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, giving our 

students the County’s first new high school since 2005.    

 

However, our work to fully address our school capacity issues must go beyond funding shovel 

ready construction projects. It requires planning for new schools that we must advance in the 

school construction pipeline. Our commitment to creating a nourishing environment that allows 

our students and educators to flourish requires us to look to the future.  

 

The High School #14 project serving our Greater Elkridge community exemplifies our 

commitment to plan for the future. Since we have been in office, we have been focused on laying 

the groundwork to advance this important project.  

 

In 2019, we re-engaged with the High School #14 Task Force and initiated environmental 

assessments for Timbers at Troy Golf Course and Troy Park. These environmental assessments 

were completed and released publicly in January 2020.  

 

In October 2020, we were joined by members of our County Council, Board of Education and 

community leaders in Elkridge to announce Troy Park as the location of High School #14. This 

announcement occurred after the Board of Education successfully re-inserted High School #14 

back into the school system’s Long-Range Master Plan for Fiscal Year (FY) 2022.  
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Finally, just this past June, we entered into an agreement to purchase the 21-acre Camp Ilchester 

property from the Girl Scouts of Central Maryland. This purchase not only preserves a beloved 

community gathering place as green space and protects it from potential residential development, 

it also provides a significant amount of the acreage needed to satisfy state park conversion 

requirements for constructing High School #14 at Troy Park.  

 

However, after reviewing your Proposed Attendance Area Adjustment Plan for High School #13, 

we have sincere concerns that your proposed plan neglects to adequately account for the years of 

groundwork that has been laid to advance the critical High School #14 project for our residents 

of the Greater Elkridge community. Specifically, we are concerned about plans to redistrict over 

1,000 students currently attending Long Reach and Howard High Schools and living in the 

Greater Elkridge community several miles away to High School #13 in Jessup. Our concerns 

grew after it was indicated that High School #14 was “not an immediate factor as it relates to this 

attendance area adjustment process” during the recent presentation of the plan to the Board of 

Education.   

 

We understand that your FY2024 Proposed Capital Budget will be presented to the Board of 

Education on September 8th. We are requesting that you reaffirm your commitment to advance 

the High School #14 project, in Elkridge, and keep this project in your Long-Range Master Plan.  

 

Thank you for your diligent attention to this matter.  

 

 
 

_________________________ 

Calvin Ball 

County Executive 

 

 

 
_________________________ 

Opel Jones 

Chair, Howard County Council 

 

 

Cc: HCPSS Staff 

 Howard County Board of Education 

 Howard County Council 

 Howard County Delegation  


