
Peter says as he has the 
privilege of being present 
at the transfiguration where 
Jesus’ whole self becomes 
dazzling bright, even his 
clothing as no bleach on 
earth could brighten them. 
Then appears Moses and 
Elijah, also dazzling. And 
all Peter wants to do is stay 
in that place, in that mo-

ment of wonder and awe. August 6 was the Feast 
of the Transfiguration. The Wednesday morning 
Bible Class on Mark has been studying the trans-
figuration. Morning Prayer on Thursday, August 
8 also featured Mark’s account of the transfigura-
tion. When the dazzling moment had passed and 
Jesus was leading James and John and Peter back 
down the mountain, Jesus strictly instructs them 
not to tell anyone what they saw. There are oth-
er instances where Jesus tells those who witness 
his miracles not to tell anyone. But why? Jesus’ 
miracles and his transfiguration were just part of 
the story. Part of the story that only a privileged 
few witnessed. Jesus wanted the disciples to have 
the whole story, that he was in the world to save 
the whole world and not to be revealed to some. 
He was still creating the Good News that the dis-
ciples would be uniquely qualified to go out and 
proclaim because they had seen for themselves the 
love of God in Jesus’ face, the glory of God in his 
transfiguration, the power of God in his miracles, 
the promise of God in his resurrection. They need 
not be tempted to boast about the wonders they 
had seen which were changing their hearts and 
minds. They needed to be clear that in Jesus God 
was removing barriers and revealing anew that the 
kingdom of God includes all people. 

Do you know the whole story? If you haven’t 
picked up your bible lately, dust it off and spend 
five minutes a day reading. Re-familiarize your-
self with the Good News of the death and resur-
rection of Jesus and what it means for all people, 
not just a few. Come to the 10:30 a.m. service 
this week where we will baptize Sienna Skye 

“Master, it is good for us to be here!”
Proctor and renew your own baptismal covenant 
that reminds you of the responsibility you have to 
participate in the apostles teaching and fellowship, 
the breaking of the bread and the prayers. You will 
experience the miracle of Christian community 
that has lasted through the ages and be ready to 
go out and tell everyone that God loves them and 
there is room in the kingdom for all. 

Back to School Prayers
I am grateful to my friend in ministry Carrie 
Schofield-Broadbent, Canon for Transition Minis-
try in the Diocese of Central NY for the following 
prayers:

For the students.
For the students who are beginning a new school 
year, give them curious minds, critical thinking 
skills, the ability to tell right from wrong and the 
courage to act with integrity. Help them to learn 
deep truths about this world and about people so 
that they may be good citizens for the good of the 
whole.

For the students who struggle with learning, give 
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them patience, confidence, and grace. Help them 
to know the many ways that you’ve gifted them, 
even if reading, math, or memorizing don’t come 
easy. For the students for whom learning does 
come easily, help them with the gift of humility. 
May they all know enough challenges to keep 
them sharp, strong, and grateful and enough suc-
cesses to keep them engaged, confident, and proud 
of themselves.

For the students who are lonely, hurt, unsafe, 
unwell, anxious or depressed. Breathe your peace 
and health into them; may they be supported by 
people who understand them and love them.

For the teachers.
For the brave souls who wake each morning at 
the crack of dawn to educate other people’s chil-
dren and love them like their own. It’s a tough 
job, God, please keep them from growing weary 
and cynical. Wrap them in your love, your peace, 
your wisdom, and your goodness. Help them to 
see the many ways that their gifts inspire learn-
ing, creativity, and compassion. And, please make 
sure they get enough good coffee, chocolate, and 
support from parents and administrators to keep 
‘em going.

For those who support learning.
For the bus drivers, crossing guards, school safe-

ty officers, administrators and aids. Bless those 
who keep our children safe. For cafeteria work-
ers, nurses, and helpers. Bless those who help our 
children stay healthy. For librarians, music and art 
teachers, counselors, therapists, chaplains, volun-
teers and administrators. Bless those who tend to 
our children’s hearts and souls.

For those who grieve.
For those grieving the loss of children. This day 
can be so hard for them as first-day-of-school pic-
tures populate their social media feed. Wrap them 
in your love and grace, Gracious God.

This is a new school year.
This is a new school year. May we all meet this 
time of year with renewed commitment to our 
individual callings. May we all continue to grow 
in wisdom, knowledge, curiosity, humility, con-
fidence, and compassion even when we are not 
in school. Help us to look toward the outskirts, 
toward the margins for people in need of compas-
sion and generosity. May we never stop including 
those who sit on the edge of the playground. May 
we never stop sharing our pencils and sandwich-
es with those in need. May we never cease to see 
your Spirit and goodness in each person we meet.

I pray in the name of Jesus, our great teacher, 
prophet and Savior. Amen.


