
St. Richard’s Episcopal Church

Feast of the Ascension
Collect for Ascension Day: 
Almighty God, whose bless-
ed Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ ascended far above all 
heavens that he might fill all 
things: Mercifully give us 
faith to perceive that, accord-
ing to his promise, he abides 
with his Church on earth, 
even to the end of the ages; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Gospel for Ascension Day

Luke 24:44-53

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that 
I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that ev-
erything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 

is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, 
I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so 
stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting 
up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jeru-
salem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.

My prayer has been that God would keep all of our 
hearts and minds open to understand what the best 
course of action is to bring the church back to safe 
face to face worship and fellowship!

The guidance of the Diocese of Central Florida is 
that we may return to in person worship on May 31, 
Pentecost Sunday. The guidance from the Diocese of 
Kentucky is that there will be no in person worship 



until after July 1.

Thank you to those who participated in our short 
survey this week to give us a sense of what St. Rich-
ard’s might do to re-introduce face to face worship. A 
majority of the 80 of you were not comfortable with 
coming back to church on May 31. Slightly half of you 
were comfortable thinking about returning on June 7, 
Trinity Sunday.

At this point, we will not return to any in person wor-
ship until after June 7. I am sorry to be vague about 
when we might see each other in person again, but we 
are keeping our four guiding principals in mind, 1. 
Everything possible should be done to provide people 
the solace of the church’s sacramental life in a timely 
and reasonable way. 2. The coronavirus has made the 
world dangerous and fragile and we are not out of the 
woods yet. 3. Trust needs to be established that the 
top priority in any Plan is the safety and well being 
of people, all our people. 4. Each member of the St. 
Richard’s Community including the rector, staff and 
vestry will need to take personal responsibility for the 
common good as well as their own safety.

So as the vestry and staff continues to determine the 
best course of action to return to some form of in per-
son worship that takes every precaution to ensure ev-
eryone’s safety I can tell you what we are doing now.

The rector and staff still works full time in the office. 
The small worship team will still live stream every 
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. We have added the live streaming 
of the 5:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship and this 
week The Rev. Dr. Harry Coverston will offer Taize in 
a modified format from the church with a guitar and 
cantor. Morning Prayer will continue Live Streaming 
at 9:00 a.m. Monday through Friday. And Sacred time 
will be live streamed from Tiffany Lane’s home on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.

Seven members of the Tai Chi group met today in 
the breezeway. A photo of that small group is below. 
And the Prayer Shawl knitting group, at this point six 
women, will gather at St. Richard’s tomorrow. We 
have also welcomed now two AA groups back onto 
the grounds, but not into the building this week.

We will have the buildings sanitized by Enviro Master 
the first week of June and we continue to gather PPE 
and spray disinfectant for your use in the future.

Stay tuned St. Richard’s! Stay Safe! Stay on the 
mission we have together to discover God’s Grace, 
Change our Lives and Change the World!

The Rev. Alison P. Harrity


