As the Easter Season ends and the school year winds down, vacation begins.  But it is not a vacation from our Catholic faith.  How and where do families find spiritual enrichment during the summer months?  While we are entering the Ordinary Time of the Church’s liturgical year, there is nothing ordinary about the feasts we have over the summer months that can be highlighted in the home.  
Pentecost Sunday, which was May 24th this year, was followed on May 31st by Trinity Sunday.  Trinity Sunday is a great day to remind children (and adults) of the triune nature of God.  Two common prayers accent this for us:  the Glory Be and the Sign of the Cross.   Review the significance of these common prayers as a family and create a family table centerpiece of three interwoven circles or another Trinity inspired design.  The family itself is an image of the Holy Trinity:  “The ‘Christian family is a communion of persons, a sign and image of the communion of the Father, and the Son in the Spirit.” (CCC 2205)  For more ideas:  https://www.catholicicing.com/trinity-resources-for-catholic-kids/
Another important summertime feast is the Feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus, celebrated this year on June 2nd  On the actual feast day, plan some special family activities, announced a head of time which culminate with a family meal using the good dishes.  For more ideas:    https://blog.holyheroes.com/5-ways-to-celebrate-corpus-christi-as-a-family/
The month of August offers two important feast days focused on Mary:  the Feast of the Assumption on August 15 and the Queenship of Mary on August 22.  In honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, create a Marian Shrine within your home.  This can be used as a table centerpiece so that the family can pray a rosary after dinner.  Thank your family’s spiritual mothers, those people who sometimes take the place of mothers in our lives.  For more ideas:   https://www.thereligionteacher.com/assumption-activities/
Early Church history and tradition teaches us that each day of the week has a theme that can help us celebrate Ordinary Time.  During the summer months, consider these daily focus activities:
Sunday:  Weekly Easter  (take a flower walk, visit a fountain, review Baptism, color eggs, https://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/easter-season-resources.html
Monday:  Honor the Holy Angels (learn an angel prayer, converse with guardian angel,  do an angel craft https://www.catholicicing.com/angel-art-projects/)
Tuesday:  Honor the Apostles (memorize their names, learn the Act of faith, read Scripture, trace the missionary journeys found in Acts of the Apostles)
Wednesday:  Honor St. Joseph (do a wood project, have a dad’s day with a special dad’s lunch, do a St. Joseph craft:  https://thekennedyadventures.com/celebrate-saint-joseph/)
Thursday:  Reverence of the Holy Eucharist (attend morning Mass, spend time with the Blessed Sacrament, reread the story of the Last Supper, make unleavened bread)
Friday:  Meditate on Christ’s Passion and Death (make a small sacrifice, fast, banish family bickering, review the Stations of the Cross, set up Stations around the house, here is a simple set:  https://wau.org/resources/article/re_stations_cross_kids/ )
Saturday:  Honor our Blessed Mother  (make a Marian shrine, watch the Song of Bernadette, pray a rosary, memorize a new Mary prayer https://www.marypages.com/prayers-to-the-blessed-virgin-mary.html
Ordinary Time is just not so ordinary.








