Diocese of St. Augustine Supplement to the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 

Introduction.  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (USCCB, 2024) and the National Statutes for the Catechumenate (hereafter called NSC) contained within it are particular law for all dioceses in the United States. As such, it is mandatory in the administration of the OCIA process in the Diocese of St. Augustine. This document expounds more fully on these laws.

The OCIA process is for:
	Unbaptized adults and children over the age of reason
	Baptized, but uncatechized adults and children over the age of reason 
The OCIA process is not for:
	Fully initiated adults and children returning to the Catholic faith
	Catholics who have not been confirmed.
	
Overview of the OCIA Process.  See chart at Appendix A to this policy.

OCIA Program Categories of Persons.  See chart at Appendix B to this policy.

Status of Baptisms and Confirmations Received in Other Christian Denominations.  See Appendix E

Manner of Administering Conditional Baptism. In 480 of the OCIA, “The Sacrament of Baptism cannot be repeated, and therefore conditional Baptism is not permitted to be conferred again unless a prudent doubt is present concerning the fact or the validity of the Baptism already conferred.  If after a serious investigation had been undertaken concerning the prudent doubt about the fact or validity of the Baptism already conferred, conditional Baptism seems necessary to confer again, the minister should appropriately explain the reasons why Baptism in this case is being conferred conditionally and he should administer in a private form as described in Norms for Conditional Baptism, Diocese of St. Augustine (2024). Appendix F.  This document describes, as outlined in OCIA 480, what the local Ordinary has prescribed for the rites to be used.

Pre-Evangelization Inquiry Period. Meetings with individual inquirers are expected to occur prior to group meetings.  See Appendix C for the Initial Conversion conversation sample questions.  During the inquiry period prior to the Rite of Acceptance (Period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate, OCIA #36 – 40) it is important that questions of inquirers be adequately addressed. This will require OCIA team members to be knowledgeable of the Church's teachings and have completed formation in a standardized program.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church should be considered as a resource for the catechist - team member, but not a textbook for the inquirer.

Pre-Catechumenate Inquiry Interview Form.  Appendix D is the Inquiry Interview Form to be used for all persons who are seeking entry into any parish OCIA process within the diocese. These are interview forms and so these should be filled out in dialogue with the potential catechumen or candidate. Candidates should not fill out the form as an application.  It is at this early stage that baptismal and marriage status MUST be established.

If There is a Need for Combining Programs between Parishes
Where it is pastorally appropriate, a local (inter-parish) form of catechetical sessions during the catechumenate period may be offered.  This could be true in smaller parishes or to assist a community whose first language is not English. In such cases, the person’s domicile parish is responsible for the welcome, pastoral care, and the celebration of the rites for its community. The recording of sacraments is also the role of the domicile parish.

Rites of Entrance into the Catechumenate / of Welcoming of the Candidates 
Prior to the celebration of these rites:

1.  the Initial Interview Form (Appendix C) must have been completed for each catechumen and candidate for full communion, and

2.  questions about the canonical status of any prior marriages should have been identified and addressed. If a formal annulment process is necessary to resolve any irregular marriage situations which would preclude full initiation, this should already have been well under way. Note that a formal annulment case may take as much as one year to process once the tribunal has received all of the required documentation. OCIA participants must be informed of this early in the process to prevent disappointment and misunderstanding.

3.  Sponsors are persons who walk the faith journey with the catechumen or candidate.  They are from the parish community and are known to meet the qualifications found in Canons 872-874.  Sponsors should be assigned or named early in the OCIA process and certainly before the Rite of Entrance into the Catechumenate/Welcoming of the Candidates.

The precise form of the Rites of Acceptance / Welcoming will be determined by the composition of the particular RCIA group.
If all people are unbaptized refer to OCIA #41 - 68 
If all people are already baptized in non-Catholic Churches or ecclesial communities, refer to # OCIA 400 - 433 
If the group includes a combination of unbaptized and baptized people, refer to OCIA #505 - 529 
These Rites may also be celebrated homogeneously with unbaptized at one celebration, those baptized Catholic at another, and those baptized in another faith tradition at a third.  Care should be taken that those who have traveled a faith journey together over a year may want to celebrate initiation together.

Prior to the actual celebration of the Rite of Entrance, the OCIA coordinator should explain what will be taking place to the participants, as well as the significance of the various elements of the Rite.

Once the Rite of Entrance / Welcoming of candidates has been celebrated, there exists a mutual bond between the Church and the participant; this bond carries with it certain rights and responsibilities explained in OCIA #47.

Rite of Entrance (Catechumens only) - Parish Records.  Each parish must have a permanent register wherein they record the following:  
the name of each person taking part in the Rite
the date of the Rite
 place of the Rite 
 the person's sponsor. 
The Rite of Entrance is not repeated and so this information will be important if a participant moves from the area or chooses to drop out of the OCIA program for a period of time. (OCIA #46)  A person who has celebrated the Rite of Entrance has certain rights within the Church as members of the household. ( OCIA #47)

The Catechumenate.  The norm for the period of the catechumenate for the unbaptized is at least one liturgical year which is considered to be from one Lent through Lent of the following year.  Suitable catechesis consists of:  introduction to the dogmas and precepts of the faith, familiarity with the Christian way of life, experiences with the liturgical life of the Church, and an introduction to the missionary activity of the Church. (OCIA #75)  


Rites of Sending Catechumens for Election It is the policy of the Diocese of St. Augustine that the Rite of Sending Forth be celebrated in the parish community prior to the celebration of the Rite of Election for all Catechumens. The celebration of this Rite at the parish is very important, as the Rite of Election celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Augustine builds upon the Rite of Sending Forth.

OCIA participants who need annulments to resolve marriage issues must at least have received an affirmative decision from the tribunal by January 1 that their annulment will be affirmative and in prior to Holy Week in order to participate in the Rites of Sending Forth and Rite of Election/Call to Continuing Conversion. Irregular marriages must be convalidated prior to the Easter Vigil.


Regarding the Rite of Sending Forth:
 The following Rite is used at the parish:   OCIA# 106 - 117 

In the Diocese of St. Augustine catechumens are to sign the Book of the Elect during the Rite of Sending in the parish. 

Catechumens need only sign their names in the Book of the Elect; no other information need be included. 

During the Rite of Election, OCIA catechumens and their sponsors are addressed by group, and they answer by group.

Unbaptized Children of Catechetical Age.  Children who have reached the use of reason, determined to be around age seven, are considered, for the purposes of initiation, to be adults (Canon 852:1)  Unbaptized children of catechetical age are to take part in an extended catechumenate process unless exceptional circumstances warrant the use of an abbreviated catechumenate (see # 331 - 332, OCIA). Once the period of catechesis has been completed, such children are to be fully initiated in one celebration. It is forbidden to delay Confirmation and First Eucharist until a later date. (Canon 866)

All Baptized Children of Catechetical Age--- But Uncatechized.  All children baptized as infants but who have not been instructed in the Catholic faith, should be placed in the parish OCIA process. These children should also be enrolled into a parish religious education program or parish school.  Regular gatherings with parents and the children should occur that introduce them to the Mass as well as concepts outlined in OCIA paragraph 75.  The number of these gatherings depends on the time deemed necessary by the OCIA team.  The period of the catechumenate for children follows the diocesan norm of a minimum of two years of preparation prior to the reception of the sacraments. In the Order of Christian Initiation, the Sacrament of Confirmation precedes the reception of First Eucharist. The ritual states that these are to be received during a single ceremony and in this order.  If the child was baptized Catholic and the priest lacks the faculty to confirm, the priest must seek faculty from the diocesan bishop prior to administering the Sacrament. (Canon 884.1)

Time for Receiving Candidates into Full Communion. The reception of a candidate or candidates into full communion of the Church ordinarily takes place at either the Easter Vigil utilizing the combined ritual (#566-594) or at a Sunday Eucharist wherein the faith community is present. (#487-498)  The OCIA ritual gives sound direction as to what might be appropriate for the groups.  Of importance are the people being initiated and their desires. (#562-565), as well as ecumenical issues, attentiveness and local conditions. The ritual calls for pastoral sensitivity to the journey that the candidates have made with the catechumens.  If the combined ritual is used at the Easter Vigil, care must be taken to honor the distinction between the baptized and the unbaptized.

The Rite of Reception into Full Communion can be celebrated throughout the liturgical year whenever an individual is deemed ready. The timing of reception into full communion should be determined "according to the individual case," and the extent to which the baptized person has "led a Christian life" and has been "appropriately catechized." Thus, those who have lived a Christian lifestyle and only need instruction in Catholic traditions and a period of time to adjust within a Catholic parish community "should not be asked to undergo a full program...." These candidates are brought in at a Sunday celebration of the Mass.  Those not completing a full OCIA process are not presented to the Bishop at the Rite of Election/Call to Continuing Conversion.  

Ministers of Confirmation.  As noted above (Unbaptized Children of Catechetical Age), when a child of catechetical age (7 to 14) is baptized after a period of catechesis has been completed, the child is to be fully initiated in one celebration. It is forbidden to delay Confirmation and First Eucharist until a later date. In this case the minister of Confirmation is the priest who baptizes the child.

Similarly, baptized adults and baptized children of catechetical age who are received into full communion are to receive Confirmation and First Communion at the time of their reception into full communion. The minister of Confirmation is the priest who receives the person into full communion. This priest - and only this particular priest - has the faculty to confirm the person he receives into full communion by the law itself. This faculty must be used.  Confirmation cannot be delayed until another time.  The Bishop, by virtue of his office, reserves the right to confirm all baptized Catholics himself and so a pastor who has baptized Catholics in his OCIA process needs to request delegation to confirm.  This form is Appendix H.


Parish Record Keeping.  In the Diocese of St. Augustine, both the baptism of catechumens and the reception of candidates into full communion are recorded in the appropriate parish baptismal register. In the case of those received into full communion, the place of their non-Catholic baptism should be noted in the baptismal register along with the place and date of their profession of faith. Appropriate entries must also be made in the parish Confirmation and First Eucharist registers for both catechumens and those received into full communion.
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