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Some Baby Steps Forward (to get started)


~ A shared meal
~ A shared prayer experience
~ Offer follow up to families who have their infants baptized.  These could be annual gatherings, mentor families, as simple as occasional notes from the parish.
~ Offer childcare for parish events.
~ In your new parishioner packets (if you have one, if not create one) have an information sheet just for families with opportunities and resources for families.
~ Invite families to participate in the liturgy as ushers or greeters.
~ When families come forward for any formation for their children, discuss with them what is their desire for their child (ren).  How could that be achieved in partnership?
~ Offer “parents welcome to attend” our faith formation sessions wherein parents can join their children for a class.  This could be scheduled on a rotational basis, so that only one set of parents or a parent is there at the same time.
~ Allow a willing parent (s) to lead a formation session for their child’s class.  
~ Host an annual gathering of families around a liturgical theme.  For example, an Advent wreath making event.  Provide materials for a small fee and have families work together to complete their family Advent wreath.  Close with the blessing from the Book of Blessings.
~ Host a twice year family gathering focused on a theme.  Perhaps an Advent and Lenten theme or a theme that the classes are using.
~ Redesign immediate sacramental preparation sessions from child-only to parent-child family catechesis opportunities. 
~ Incorporate parents (and grandparents) in the Vacation Bible School.  This could be done by offering 1 -2 sessions in the evening with a family meal.
~ Add a whole family catechesis session every 6 weeks into your faith formation program with a core theme from the curriculum.
~ Offer a Fall-Winter-Spring Family Workshop on family life skills that are applicable to the whole family (parents, youth, children)
~ Design a whole family Vacation Bible School
~ Design a family service experience for the whole family.
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