FOR ASSOCIATES PRAYER MARCH 2025
[bookmark: _GoBack]DOORS OF HOPE
SLIDE 1. Welcome everyone. It’s good to share this time today, exploring the theme of hope, the focus of our Jubilee year. 
SLIDE 2. Take a moment in silence to look at the image on the screen: a simple door. Ask yourself: what comes to mind when you see a door? What might a door represent or symbolize?

SLIDE 3. Here are some words that you might have thought about: Welcome. Security/ safety. Something beginning. Similarly, as a door can be for entering something, it can also be for leaving something behind: an exit, a fresh start, freedom or escape from something. Passing through a door can represent transition: leaving something behind so that something new can begin.
Why are we thinking about this? Because a key feature of the Jubilee year is the Holy Door. Over the Christmas season, Pope Francis opened 4 Holy Doors in the 4 major basilicas in Rome, and other Bishops and Archbishops have done likewise in their own Diocese. We are all encouraged to make the journey to walk through one or more of these holy doors, to represent our hope in God’s unending love and mercy, to put the past behind us and commit to being pilgrims of hope. The Pope also opened a holy door in Rebibbia prison, as a reminder that no one is beyond God’s mercy and there is hope for everyone.
SLIDE 4. We are told in the Book of Revelation: Listen! I am standing at the door; knocking. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and eat with you, and you with me. -Revelation 3:20
In the conclave, before he was elected, Pope Francis said: “In Revelation, Jesus says that he is at the door and knocks.” The idea, he continued, is that Jesus is knocking from outside the door. But Pope Francis inverted the image, and according to notes he later gave to Cardinal Jaime Ortega, asked his brother cardinals, and indeed the whole Church, to consider “the times in which Jesus knocks from within so that we will let him come out.” 
When the Church keeps Christ to herself and doesn’t let him out, he continued, it becomes “self-referential — and then gets sick.” To avoid this, according to Pope Francis, the Church must go out of itself to the peripheries, to minister to the needy.

SLIDE 5.This jubilee year, we are encouraged to invite God into our daily lives. God is knocking on the door of our hearts, but are we listening? Do we open the door? Or do we keep it closed?
We invite you to consider the simple door as a symbol of hope. We invite you to consider what your hope is for the year ahead, the jubilee year. It could be personal or professional, a hope for your own life or for the life of your parish or community and your young people.
SLIDE 6.As well as the jubilee year being about personal hope and transformation, jubilees have always been an opportunity to work for the transformation of society, to bring hope for the world and in particular those who are most vulnerable and in need. To open our doors and welcome the stranger, the poor, the marginalized and to create a better world, to bring hope to the hopeless. Sometimes it can seem impossible. We can look at the world and believe that there is no reason to have hope. But Christian hope is not a dream or fantasy: it is a trust in God’s promises and God’s love for humanity. As Vaclav Havel said, “Hope is a state of mind, not of the world. Hope is not the joy that things are going well, or investing in enterprises that are heading for success, but rather an ability to work for something because it is good.” I am sure that today we might discover practical ways to bring hope in to our community, but one important way that we can spread hope and care for those in need is to pray for them. 

SLIDE 7: Time of prayer and reflection: You are invited to share your thoughts and hopes. Why not write your hopes on post-it notes and place them on the door of the room you are praying in and then share? 
SLIDE 8: Final prayer slide.
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