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We are writing today because of the rapid spread of the Delta variant of the Covid-19 pandemic. In recent weeks, the 
pandemic has surged among unvaccinated people. Even vaccinated people are at risk for “breakthrough” infections. 
Many congregations in the region are looking again at their Covid-19 safety precautions due to this new threat. The 
rapidly spreading Delta Variant has increased the risks of getting together indoors.  
 
Governors in many states, including Idaho and Oregon, spoke this week about rapid increases in Covid-19 cases. Many 
states have seen their hospitals overwhelmed or nearing capacity, making normal operations difficult if not impossible.  

At Governor Brad Little’s press conference, August 12, 2021, he shared these facts about the rising number of 
Covid-19 infections in Idaho: 

• 98.9-percent of new COVID-19 cases since Jan. 1, 2021, were people not vaccinated 
• 98.6-percent of COVID-19 hospitalizations since Jan. 1, 2021, were people not vaccinated 
• 98.7-percent of COVID-19 deaths since Jan. 1, 2021, were people not vaccinated 
• Since May 15, there have been 10-times as many COVID-19 cases among unvaccinated people 

compared to vaccinated people 
• Since May 15, there have been 13-times as many COVID-19 hospitalizations among unvaccinated 

people compared to vaccinated people 
• Since May 15, there have been 8-times as many COVID-19 deaths among unvaccinated people 

compared to vaccinated people. 

Governor Little took the approach of encouraging more people to get vaccinated in Idaho as students return 
to school. Idaho public universities will require masks indoors. Over 2,200 people have died in Idaho from 
Covid-19. 

Oregon Governor Kate Brown also held a press conference on August 11. She announced that a mask 
mandate will resume for all indoor spaces in Oregon, effective on August 13. This includes places of worship. 
Oregon universities will also require masks indoors. The Governor will send up to 1,500 National Guard troops 
to help at 20 hospitals around the state. Over 2,900 people in Oregon have died of Covid-19.  
 

Medical professionals stress that we have again a very dangerous situation: 
 

“The Delta variant is a game changer. It’s more transmissible.” 
Dr. Bukhosi Dube, Senior Health Advisor of Oregon Health Authority 

 
“If all of our beds are consumed by a preventable problem,  

then we’re putting everybody else at risk, needlessly, who needs critical care.” 
Dr. David Zonies, Associate Chief Medical Officer, OHSU Critical Care 

 

Without question, the need for increased safety measures comes as a big disappointment. Many 
congregations have gone to great lengths already to prevent Covid-19 deaths. We want to move on from the 
pandemic, but the pandemic has not moved on from the U.S. or the church. That will happen only with very 



high vaccination rates and with safety measures such as masking and physical distancing.  No one has offered 
any other realistic alternative to ending the pandemic. 
 
Many of our congregations in the regional church have re-opening teams or other groups making difficult 
decisions about how to worship safely. Here are some of the ideas that have emerged: 
 

❖ Offer hybrid worship, with on site and online worship options 
❖ Return to or continue online worship as the only option for now 
❖ Meet outdoors for worship when weather and air quality will allow 
❖ Use of masks and physical distance for indoor worship 
❖ Opening windows and doors to allow as much fresh air as possible 
❖ Vaccinations required for anyone serving communion 
❖ Food and drink shared only outside 
❖ Encourage vaccinations among church members and in the community 

 

The attached materials give additional guidance. Each congregation will develop its own solution. One church 
out of state offered their space for vaccine appointments after having six Covid deaths within a two week 
period. As a negative example, another church had multiple children infected after an unvaccinated pastor 
shared a children’s sermon. With over 620,000 Covid-19 deaths nationwide and over 5,000 in Oregon and 
Idaho, our continuing attention to safety is essential. 
 
We know from reading the Gospels that Jesus often went out of his way to care for the health of others. He 
responded to illness and suffering over and over again. When told that Lazarus was ill, He went out of his way, 
even though the same village had tried to stone Him to death (John 11). We know that Jesus cared for people 
who had a communicable disease (Luke 17). After performing a miracle of healing, Jesus noted how so many 
people took their health for granted (Luke 17:19). When someone asked Jesus what to do to inherit eternal 
life, He said to love God and love your neighbor as yourself. Asked to define “neighbor,” he told the story of 
the Good Samaritan. The Good Samaritan did much more than wear a mask or get a shot to save the life of a 
stranger. Two people in the story looked the other way. Jesus however, lifted up the compassion of the Good 
Samaritan and said, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

We know that many congregations are giving serious thought to their safety procedures because of the Delta 
variant, which will not necessarily be the last. Please consider the following: 
 

❖ Unvaccinated, unmasked adults need to keep six feet from others indoors. Oregon Health Sciences University 
recommends that they isolate themselves as much as possible, for their own sake and for the sake of others. 

❖ Adults need to take special care to keep distance indoors from children 12 years and younger who cannot be 
vaccinated. 

❖ Watch the infection rates carefully in your county as students go back to school. 
❖ Updated guidelines say that even vaccinated persons need to mask indoors due to the Delta variant. Vaccinated 

persons have a good measure of protection from themselves but may spread to others and some may even get 
“long Covid” from a breakthrough infection.  

❖ Increase distance if singing or speaking publicly indoors.  
❖ Unmasked, unvaccinated people are at high risk for infection and for spreading the virus to others, especially in 

areas with a low vaccination rate. 
 

We know that this latest surge of the Delta variant brings great frustration after all that our congregations 
have done to promote health and life in the church and community. Health care workers also have great 
frustration over the illness and death they are seeing now from a preventable disease. In all this, we give 
thanks that God’s love will shine through for friends, families and strangers alike.  



Our prayer is that even now we may display the meaning of Paul’s words in Romans 12:10-12: “Love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”  

 
Grateful for each person and ministry, 
 

Doug and Cathy Myers Wirt 
Regional Ministers 
Christian Church in Oregon SW Idaho 
 
 
https://www.ohsu.edu/health/coronavirus-resources 
 
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/idaho-heath-leaders-rising-covid-19-cases-st-lukes-saint-
alphonsus-primary-health-surge/277-309269a2-af8e-4ede-ab53-6301d6256034 
 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/6-unvaccinated-florida-church-members-die-covid-within-10-days-n1276322 
 
https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/coronavirus/article253480409.html 
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