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Celebrating 35 Years of Access and Advocacy

*Special ADA Edition*
Celebrating 35 Years of Access & Advocacy

People First News, July 2025

Happy Birthday to the Americans with Disabilities Act!

It's July and here in New York we have been celebrating
Disability Pride all month long as well as the anniversary of
the ADA - the landmark law that makes so much possible for
so many. Thank you to all of you who joined us at the Empire
State Plaza earlier this month for our grand celebration. In
this issue, you'll see some photos from this year's event as
well as some of the new materials we unveiled at this year's
celebration: A Rights Booklet coauthored with the Self-

Advocacy Association of New York State and a Commemorative Book on the Milestones
in the Disability Rights Movement. All of these materials are available on our website.
You'll also see links to new videos we've created highlighting what accessibility means
that we hope you will share widely to increase awareness.

As we celebrate this 35th Anniversary, we're reminded that the rights we fought for are
precious and that our continued attention and advocacy is required to preserve and
protect them. People with disabilities are people first and entitled to the same rights as
people without disabilities. It's a message we'll never stop repeating. Thank you for your
partnership and your continued advocacy.

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fopwdd.ny.gov%2Faccess-supports%2Fopwddsanys-rights-responsibilities-and-advocacy-booklet/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/htRQ10GpSUfZKFg1qCgeryCnaFSg3Zuh7C3D0e8IOwg=415
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fopwdd.ny.gov%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2F2025%2F07%2Fada-35-timeline-booklet-fp-2.pdf/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/FLEznhd107WNrrbs1ffhpudhMhqPxeFSHVnnn56qrFA=415
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fshorts%2FOA8D0FZbf90/2/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/52d_ZWfxRXNDtZ0IYwU7pGB9KGQK6JTcBTmCIwsTjb8=415
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partnership and your continued advocacy.

Rights, Responsibilities and Advocacy Booklet
As a person with a developmental disability, you have the right to choose your own path
and to live your life with as much freedom as possible. Everyone has the same rights
protected by the United States and New York State Constitution, but additional rights exist
in law and regulation about the services and supports you receive. If you live in a home
operated by a provider agency, you have additional rights to protect your privacy and
make choices about your living situation. Read more in the book created by OPWDD
and SANYS.

See What Advocacy In Action Looks Like

Make Your Rights Work for You video

Highlights from New York's 35th ADA Celebration at the
Empire State Plaza in Albany

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fopwdd.ny.gov%2Faccess-supports%2Fopwddsanys-rights-responsibilities-and-advocacy-booklet/2/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/YzImFyuGGGvPcyIxrwzs4B1_Mtg7-ivVyzjANNRnA0g=415
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fshorts%2FOA8D0FZbf90/3/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/UlTiAJbd-zRer5TvXxnu4ucqx-gaPxMV-CVSBeRt-HM=415
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OPWDD Commissioner Willow Baer welcomed the crowd to the Empire State Plaza
at the celebration of the 35th Anniversary of the ADA. 

FLAME the Band 

New York's Chief Disability Officer, Kim Hill-Ridley, introduces FLAME the Band,
before their performance at the 35th Celebration of the ADA at the Empire State
Plaza. FLAME is the internationally acclaimed band from the Lexington, Chapter of
The Arc New York who spread hope and inspiration through their music. Learn
more about FLAME

FREE Drum & Bugle Corps

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.flametheband.com%2F/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/ybv2YKXrkypGinS0G4gwZtCU-8c4TrSYeaYEXLmXX18=415
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The Family Residences and Essential Enterprises, Inc. [FREE] Drum & Bugle Corps
and their Color Guard gave an energetic performance at the 35th Anniversary
Celebration of the Americans With Disabilities Act. The FREE Players Drum & Bugle
Corps describes themselves as "the 1st differently abled Drum & Bugle
Corps/Marching Band in the world." The Corps was established in 2010 to provide
new opportunities to people of all abilities, all across Long Island NY, who are
aspiring musicians, dancers, actors and athletes. Learn more about the Drum &
Bugle Corps.

Media Coverage about New York's ADA Celebration
See photos on the Albany Times Union Photo Gallery

See coverage of the event and interviews with advocates and with
Commissioner Willow Baer that aired on CBS 6 Albany

Standing With Self-Advocates
 

OPWDD Commissioner Willow Baer
stands with self-advocates including
Chester Finn and ARC of New York
Executive Director Erik Geizer at a rally
Governor Hochul held in the Hudson
Valley opposing federal cuts to Medicaid
that would adversely impact New Yorkers
who rely on Medicaid funding and food
stamps.  

Pushing Back against Federal Cuts

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.familyres.org%2Ffreedrumcorps%2F/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/-rR-ZuAKg0nekVECvRr3XuB1HyFx5d07IQyca2ysGtQ=415
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fstate%2Farticle%2Fphotos-35th-anniversary-americans-disabilities-20772688.php/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/RfY5GjUP7_4Rpzb7GQUNxC5hlm2QzOaQQ5zQ_52W1q8=415
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.msn.com%2Fen-us%2Fnews%2Fus%2Fadvocates-celebrate-35th-anniversary-of-ada-while-raising-concerns-over-federal-cuts%2Far-AA1IJSkA%3Focid=BingNewsVerp/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/ZbQz876IEleeHNW0iessmrltf2X45OFtQVd_yXS2Ce4=415


8/25/25, 9:37 AM

Page 5 of 6https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADg0Mjg1MTNiLWZiMmEtNDVkNS1iN2I4LWRiNjBmNzRjNTk4MQAQALbcp10a2fRInS5MXKsghXU%3D

Commissioner Willow Baer joined Governor Kathy Hochul's post-cabinet meeting press
conference to address the devastating impact federal cuts will have on New Yorkers,
including those with disabilities. As the Governor said in her remarks, "Medicaid is literally
the lifeline for one in three New Yorkers." Under the leadership of Governor Hochul,
OPWDD remains committed to protecting vital services and ensuring people with
developmental disabilities continue to receive the support they need. View the Governor's
remarks.

The Great New York State Fair will be here before we know it!  Be sure to visit us in the
Science & Industry Building when you're visiting the Fair. Be sure to also mark your
calendar for Sensory Friendly Day on Wednesday, August 27. From 9:00 a.m. through
1:00 p.m., many rides on the Midway will operate without lights while sounds, music, and
public address announcements throughout The Fair will be reduced or limited to
accommodate those with sensitivities. Visit the Fair's webpage.

What's New on the OPWDD Website

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv=9Z_7Dyg7B7Y%26t=74s/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/vpY5veaSg0OQZ-UXKpUOgh71IGT4tIAi1E62PNo46e4=415
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnysfair.ny.gov%2F/1/0101019842849083-f62f3579-9668-4901-b75f-1d2988cd672a-000000/EUBBBlT6W8pRRr8ETP3yqaqz2_GTxlI7gMnQQ9KSQQ4=415
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What's New on the OPWDD Website
You may have noticed that the OPWDD website has a new look and feel. If you haven't
visited in a while, take a moment to check it out.

Here are some other recent updates that may interest you.

ADA at 35
ADA timeline
Rights Booklet
A new Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Page
Updated Benefit Development Resource Kit
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