
 

   

THE GOOD NEWS 

September 2020 www.fumcnb.org 572 West San Antonio St., New Braunfels, Texas 78130 

IT’S GAP PACK TIME—SHELVES ARE EMPTY!! 

Shopping List 
Updated 9/8/2020 

 
Macaroni and cheese—boxed, no 

Styrofoam, please 
 

Ramen Noodles—single serving   
  packs, not Soup, no Styrofoam 
 
Microwave popcorn  
 
Pudding—snack pack plastic cups 
(3.75 oz)s 
 
Peanut butter—plastic jars, NOT  
  bigger than 24 oz. 
 
Jelly—plastic bottles—no glass,  
  please 
 
Cereal—individual boxes 
 
Chicken—canned 

It is time to fill the GAP Pack pantry 
again so we can continue to feed food 
insecure children this Fall. This ministry 
is entirely funded and run by FUMC NB 
and its members.  
Your support is vital! 
 
We supply bags of food for children to 
take home for the weekends. The  
families are identified through  
Communities in Schools and campus 
counselors.  We support 8 local 
schools. 
 
We will be collecting donations from 
Sept. 14-Oct. 12.  You can drop off on 
carts just inside the Mill St. door. 
 

*What do we need? See  
shopping list 
OR if you prefer,  

*Drop a check in the mail or at the  
    church office. Just mark it GAP  
      Pack Ministry on the memo line. 
 
(We are still unable to purchase in bulk
-please shop accordingly.) 

  
 
 

Over 200 
children 

are  
counting 

on us! 
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PLANS FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP... 

Dear Friends, 
 
On October 11, 2020, we will resume worship together in 
our sanctuary.  Please know if you are in a high-risk group or 
aren’t confident in physically worshipping together, continue 
to worship online. Again, we WILL continue having our 
online worship.   
 
WE ARE OPEN FOR WORSHIP ONLY. 
 
Church will be different = Keep reading: 
Service times*:  8:00am Casual Traditional service 
 
           9:30am Contemporary Service 
 
            11:15am Traditional service 
*We moved service times to allow more time for sanitization   
  between services. 

»Please practice social distancing. 
»Face coverings are required.  If you forget yours, we have   
  some for you. 
»Offering boxes at entrance to worship, no passing the plate. 
»Nursery will not be open  
  yet. 
»Sunday School (Adult,  
  Children or Youth) will not  
  be available yet. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Jason and Staff 

WHILE AT FUMC NB 

REOPENING OUR 

CHURCH- 

COMING SOON 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Next  

Newsletter  

Deadline:  

Sept. 

15th 

 

Your church family 
communicates 

online!  Join the 
conversation at: 
fumcnb’s page 

As always, thank you for your  
continued support of our church. 
 
The Church contributions for  
August 1-August 22, 2020: 
 

 
WAYS TO GIVE: 
Online giving 
Via mail: 572 W. San Antonio St 
              New Braunfels, TX 78130 
 
If you need assistance with online 
giving, please contact the church 
office 830-625-4513. 

PRAISE IN THE PARKING LOT 

SATURDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

Join us in the church parking lot 

on Saturdays in September at 

6:30pm.  Join us for Worship 

with the Praise Band, The 

Nameless.   

*Bring your chairs/tailgate  

*Wear your masks  

*Watch for signs on where to 

park & designated areas to 

gather with YOUR family unit. 

*Social Distance 

Some photos from our 1st Praise in the 
Parking Lot Service on Aug. 22nd.  It was 
wonderful!!  Plan to join us in September. 

Budget….....................  $  62,822.00  

Memorial …….............  $    1,735.00  

Descretionary…….......  $        100.00  

Building Fund…….......  $        115.00  

All Sunday School Classes……...  $        735.00  

UMCOR….................  $        760.00  

GAP….......................  $          25.00  

PACK THE BUS…….....  $    2,150.00  

S.O.S…….................  $        510.00  

TOTAL …...................  $  68,952.00  
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UMW NEWS 

UMW CALENDAR 
September and October Circle meetings:  The circle leader will contact you. 

 Some will Zoom, some meet in parks, or homes outdoors. 

Kirkwood birthday party:  No birthday cakes until the nursing home accepts  

    visitors. 

September General Meeting:  Will have been a Zoom meeting with a guest  
                  speaker from Christian Ministries (Kids Club).   
 
October:  To be determined, likely Zoom. 

The virtual rummage sale was amazing!  Oh, yes, we missed being together, seeing shoppers 

from the community, and sharing unsold items with other non-profits.  However; the United 

Methodist Women had an outpouring of monetary donations from the UMW unit and from the 

church membership for a virtual rummage sale. 

Local missions/non-profits that received the proceeds were: 

GAP (former Backpacks) 

Connections 

Blue Santa 

Crisis Center 

Family Promise 

River Center Advocacy Center 

Salvation Army 

SOS Food Bank 

Kids Club (Christian Ministries) 

 

Global Ministries sponsored by United Methodist Women and/or the United Methodist Church: 

Holding Institute (a border ministry) 

Good Neighbor Ministry (a border ministry) 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR for COVID 19) 

UMCOR (for hurricane relief in the U.S.) 

 

As of August 27th the donations totaled $10,330.  September 10th is the end date for  

virtual rummage sale donations. 

 

We pray next summer will be virus free and we can once again be on our feet, complain about 

the heat, haul boxes of spring cleaning/clearing into Wesley Hall, share joys and concerns in 

person, interact with the community shoppers, distribute gifts to missions, and breathe a sigh 

of relief that we don’t want ever to do that again (until the next year). 
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FROM THE WESLEY NURSE….  

 

WESLEY NURSE HOMELESS MINISTRY: 
We are continuing to collect QUARTERS and LAUNDRY 

SUPPLIES!! 
They will be distributed at Church By The River  

hosted by Gruene UMC on the last Saturday of every month. 

 (Detergent pods and dryer sheets) 
 

For security, if donating quarters for laundry facilities, please place in the “Laundry Bank” located on 
church secretary’s desk!  Laundry Supplies can be placed in the “Helping Others bin in the main  

hallway.   

Michelle Truchsess, RN, is a Wesley Nurse with Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas, Inc. (MHM). MHM’s Wesley Nurse program is 
a faith-based, holistic health and wellness program committed to serving the least served through education, health promotion and  
collaboration with individual and community in achieving improved wellness through self-empowerment. Learn more at www.mhm.org.  

DIGGING INTO THE BIBLE 

SYMPATHY 

To Denise Kent on the death of her husband, Dwayne 

Kent, on August 23.  

Digging into the Bible: 
 
The Bible is the wonderful Word of God but, 
sometimes as we read it, we have questions. 
Pastor Don is facilitating a Zoom class on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm to 
7:00pm where the class will read through 
the Bible and together answer those  
questions. The Bible is read one verse at a 
time and then discussion follows about what 
the Scripture says to the class. The book of 
Exodus, which is the foundation of our faith, 
is what the group is now studying.  It is a  
discussion class in which everyone has an 
opportunity to participate but no one is  
required to. There is no preparation or  
homework required and the only book used 
is the Bible.  
 
If you would like to join the class, please 
email Pastor Don at don@fumcnb.org and he 
will send you an invitation to the next class. 

SOUTHSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER 
Because of the virus, we are not collecting 
presents for the Senior Apartment Complex 
run by the Southside Community Center.   
Instead we are asking for $5.00 or $10.00 gift 
cards to HEB or Walmart, please write on the 
envelope the amount of each card.  Anyone 
that would like to contribute, please drop 
them off at the office in an envelope marked 
for Southside CC at the church office.  You 
can mail them to the church if you don’t want 
to go to the church.  
 
There are 110 residents that we try to help 
every year. 
 
Thank You, 
Rita Berry 
Southside Community Center Representative 

mailto:don@fumcnb.org
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES  

Calling all Third Graders! 
It’s that time of year to start preparing for our 3rd graders to  
receive a Bible from the church. ANY 3rd grader you know is invited 
to participate in a special service on October 18th.  However, their 
names and contact info MUST be given to kalenda@fumcnb.org NO  
LATER THAN September 18, 2020. Bibles must be ordered,  
labels made, and wrapped for presentation. So…start sending me 
those names now! Thank you! 
 

 
Buy a Bible, Bless a Youth 
We invite our church members to be part of the blessing of the 3rd graders by 
sponsoring a Bible for one of our kids. Please email the following information to 
Kalenda Adams at kalenda@fumcnb.org.  
 
1. Name of the child you would like to honor (or leave blank) 
2. Your name 
3. Your favorite Bible verse or a brief note  
 
Send a gift of $20 for the purchase of the Bible by check or cash to FUMCNB 
with the notation of “3rd grade Bible”. Mail it in or drop it off during office hours.  
Bibles will be ordered soon, so please honor a deadline of Friday, September 
18, 2020. If you would like to know who is on the 3rd grade list, give Kalenda a 
call at the church! Thank you for being part of this special time in our church!  
 
 
Sunday School 
Sunday School is such an important time of 
learning and sharing our faith. As soon as  
possible, we will be back in our classrooms at 
church. In the meantime, Tyana and Kalenda 
have Zoom Sunday School every week at 
11:00. We are loving seeing your kids and 
hearing from them! If you are not receiving 
the weekly invites to class via email, please let us know. The more the merrier! 
 
 
Sunday Morning Kids Leaders: 
As we begin to plan our reopening, if you are feeling led to teach, let us know. 

You must be willing to go through the Safe Gathering 
training online, as well as follow the recommended 
health guidelines to protect yourself and the children in 
the classroom. We have openings in the preschool and 
elementary classrooms. Contact Kalenda or Tyana to be 
added to our Sunday School schedule when we reopen 
for classes.  
kalenda@fumcnb.org or tyana@fumcnb.org. 

mailto:kalenda@fumcnb.org
mailto:kalenda@fumcnb.org
mailto:kalenda@fumcnb.org
mailto:tyana@fumcnb.org
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NOTE FROM PASTOR JASON 

Our MOPS (Mother’s of Preschoolers) group is planning 
a meet and greet informational time here in the 
church parking lot (facing Mill St.) on Thursday, 
September 10 from 7:00pm-8:30pm.   
 
*Social Distancing & Face coverings will be required. 
 
There will be baskets out to pick up & drop off your 
paperwork.  If you have questions, please email 
Cristine Barger at cristine.barger@gmail.com. 

This is our Sunday morning Zoom (Pre-K through 5th Grade) Sunday 

School Class. We have so much fun together!  Please let us know if 

you’d like to join us. kalenda@fumcnb.org or tyana@fumcnb.org 

Dear friends,  
Many things have changed over the course of the last 5 months, among those 
the recording, broadcasting and simulcasting of the worship services.  Due to 
public access to these recordings we can no longer mention specific names and 
circumstances (i.e., birthdays, anniversaries, etc…) during the pastoral prayer 
time in worship, with the exception of the death of a member and funeral/
memorial service information.  The congregation should be receiving “Joys & 
Concerns” weekly via email.  If you or someone you know would like to be 
added to this list, please contact the church office. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Jason 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

It was so very uplifting to attend “Praise in the Parking Lot” last week: to greet 
people (at safe distances) we haven’t seen in many months, to hear and sing 
along with our band, to hear the Word from Pastors Patrick and Theresa, and to 
enjoy the pleasant outdoors during sunset.  We’ll plan to be back in the coming 
weeks for more outdoor worship on Saturday evenings!  I’ll hope to see you 
there. 
 
Adult groups continue to meet over Zoom and grow in numbers.  Here is some  
updated information and corrections from the prior newsletter: 

The Revised Version Class meets via Zoom at 1:00 Sunday afternoons.  On 
September 6, they will begin Adam Hamilton’s video study, Creed,  
exploring the Apostles’ Creed.  jimwrightgroup@netscape.net  

The Harmony Seekers meet via Zoom at 7:00 Wednesday evenings.  On  
September 2, they will begin Adam Hamilton’s video study, Unafraid,  
focusing on why we can live with hope during these uncertain times.  
bbstratemann@sbcglobal.net  

Friends and Followers will begin meeting via Zoom at 11:00 Sunday  
mornings.  On September 13 they will begin a new Andy Stanley video  
study.  Details coming soon.  tamoli13@gmail.com   

The Friendship Class is considering a Zoom video study for those who are  
interested.  Please watch for details from class leaders or seek information  
at the church office.  In the meantime, you may join them at 9:30 on  
Sunday mornings in Torrey Park.  harrislass@aol.com  

 
Other groups continue to meet on Zoom or socially distanced in outside  
gathering spaces.  Please contact leaders for information: 
 
  Sunday School Groups 
Jane Cunningham  cunningham.janellen@gmail.com  
Gary Spitzer    gspitzer51@att.net  
Cathy Clark     cat2bzar@gmail.com  
 
  Studies and other Groups 
Emily Poling, UMW       various days/times  tjjranch@hotmail.com 
Sharon Gray, ladies social    Thursday a.m.    rgvsharon@sbcglobal.net  
Don Snyder, Bible study     Wednesday, 6:00p.m. don@fumcnb.org 
Jane Cunningham,        Wednesday, 7:00p.m.  
  Psalms For Grandparents           cunningham.janellen@gmail.com   
Karen Andrews,       Thursday 7:00p.m.  karen@fumcnb.org  
  How Happiness Happens, video by Lucado 
      

mailto:jimwrightgroup@netscape.net
mailto:bbstratemann@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tamoli13@gmail.com
mailto:harrislass@aol.com
mailto:cunningham.janellen@gmail.com
mailto:gspitzer51@att.net
mailto:cat2bzar@gmail.com
mailto:tjjranch@hotmail.com
mailto:rgvsharon@sbcglobal.net
mailto:don@fumcnb.org
mailto:cunningham.janellen@gmail.com
mailto:karen@fumcnb.org
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YOUTH GROUP... 

Sat., Sept. 5th, 6:30pm > Praise in the Parking Lot.  
     Churchwide.  
Sun., Sept. 6th 5pm – 6:15pm > MYF  
Wed., September 9th, at 6:30pm – Girl’s bible  
     study, middle school  
     and high school, will   
     begin and will be led   
     by Katy Hand. Wear  
     your mask and  
     meet in the Wesley  
     Hall parking lot. More  
     details will be sent out. 

Sat., Sept. 12th @ 6:30pm > Praise in the Parking Lot. Churchwide.  
Sun., Sept. 13th 5pm – 6:15pm > MYF  
Wed., September 16th, at 6:30pm – Girl’s bible study, middle school and high school.  
Sat., Sept. 19th @ 6:30pm > Praise in the Parking Lot. Churchwide.  
Sun., Sept. 20th 5pm – 6:15pm > MYF  
Wed., September 23rd at 6:30pm – Middle and high school girl’s bible study.  
Sat., Sept. 26th > Pumpkin Delivery. More details to come on time & how unloading will  
     work.  
Sat., Sept. 26th @ 6:30pm > Praise in the Parking Lot. Churchwide.  
Sun., Sept. 27th 5pm – 6:15pm > MYF  
Wed., September 30th at 6:30pm –  
      Middle and high school girl’s bible study.  

 
 

Watch your email for all information  
regarding upcoming Youth events &  
important dates. Any questions, please  
contact Michelle Sonnen 
michelle@fumcnb.org. 

Your choir members, Alicia  
Villarreal, and I are in the  
process of making a Virtual Choir  
presentation.  We will be singing 
“All Because of His Amazing 
Grace”.  I am not sure how long 
this will take, but will let you 
know at a latter date.   

 

Sincerely, 

Bill McGuire, Music Director 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
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We are asking each of you to please help us.  If you or 
someone you know is in the hospital or going to have some 
kind of procedure, PLEASE let the church know so that we 
can be praying for you.  There is always someone manning 
the desk during regular office hours (Mon-Thur 8:00am-
12:00pm and 1:00pm-4:00pm and Fri 8:00am-12:00pm), so 
please call or email us to let us know what’s going on.  We 
want to be able to keep in touch and get updates on all our 
church family.  Thank you! 

Are you new to our church?  Interested in 
talking with pastors to learn more?  Please call 
the church office to set up a time to come 
chat!  We’d love to meet you! 830-625-4513 
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Senior Pastor 

Jason Adams 

jason@fumcnb.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Theresa Booth 

theresa@fumcnb.org 

   

Director of Youth Ministries/

Associate Pastor 

Patrick Melton 

patrick@fumcnb.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Don Snyder 

don@fumcnb.org 

 

Administrative Asst to Youth 

Director 

Michelle Sonnen 

michelle@fumcnb.org 

 

Financial Coordinator 

Susan Weinand 

susan@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Media & Technology 

Robynn Amy 

robynn@fumcnb.org 

 

 

Director of Adult Ministries 

Karen Andrews 

karen@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Elementary Ministries 

Kalenda Adams 

kalenda@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Nursery Ministries 

Tyana Michalec 

tyana@fumcnb.org 

 

Wesley Nurse 

Michelle R. Truchsess, R.N. 

mtruchsess@mhm.org 

 

Director of Music 

Bill McGuire 

bill@fumcnb.org 

 

Asst. Director of Music 

Alicia Villareal 

Alicia@fumcnb.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Janna Hochwender 

janna@fumcnb.org 

Church Accompanist 

Travis Davis 

travisedavis@yahoo.com 

 

Church Pianist 

Gwen Gabriel 

  

Day School Director 

Etoyle McKee 

 

Custodian-Part Time 

Pedro Aleman 

  

Custodian - Part Time 

Becca Westfahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8am—4pm  

(Closed for lunch 12-1) 

 

Friday 8am-12pm through summer 

First United Methodist Church 

572 West San Antonio Street 

New Braunfels, TX  78130 

Office: 830/625-4513 

www.fumcnb.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

For CHURCH MEMBERS 


