
 

   

December 2022 

Merry  

Christmas  

from your 

FUMC Staff!!! 
 

Andrew Payne 

Theresa Booth 
Don Snyder 
Lacey Kraft 

 Karen Andrews 
Robynn Amy 

Michelle Sonnen 
Kellie Smith 

Mallorie Sarvis 

Amber Garcia 

Michael Kahl 
Pedro Aleman 
Travis Davis 
Gwen Gabriel 

Becca Westfahl 
Janna Hochwender 
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FEBRU-
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 
  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

 

  
 

  1 
1:30-Mahjong 118 
6-Freeman/Snipes   
   Bible Study 215 
 
 

 2 
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4 COMAL KIDS      
    TOYS DRIVE 
8:15-Traditional Svc 
9:30-Contemporary 
9:30-Adult SS 
9:30-Children SS 
11-Traditional Svc 
11-Youth SS 
11-Friends/Followers 
11-Advent Study 215 
5:30-Night in  
         Bethlehem 
 
 
 
 

5 
5-T’s Prayer Group 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

6  
7:30-Coffee Connection 
9:30-Staff Mtg 
11-UMW Luncheon 
2-Pray & Play 219 
5:30-GriefShare 
6-Grinch Advent Study 
6:30-Tabler Sm Grp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7  
1:30-Heart for Home- 
        bound Mtg. WC 
5:30-Advent Worship 
6-Digging into Bible 
6-Advent Study 219 
6-First Bells 213 
6-D/S Board Mtg 219 
7-Cantata Choir 
7:40-Sanctuary Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
1:30-Mahjong 118 
6-Trustee’s Mtg. 
6-Freeman/Snipes  
   Bible Study 215 
 

 

 

9  
6-Parents’ Night Out 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

10 
9-Cantata Dress  
    Rehearsal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 HANDSPUN   
      HOPE MARKET 
8:15-CANTATA 
9:30-Contemporary 
9:30-Adult SS 
11-CANTATA 
11-Friends/Followers 
11-Advent Study 
11-Youth SS 
3:30-Youth  
     Progressive Dinner 
 

12 
5-T’s Prayer Group 
6-Hobbies Arts & Crafts  
   219 
6:30-Finance Mtg 118 
 
 

13  
7:30-Coffee Connection 
9:30-Staff Mtg 
11:30-Mary Circle 118 
1-Faith Stitchers 100 
2-Pray & Play 219 
4-Retreat Team Mtg 
6-Grinch Advent Study 
6:30-Tabler Sm Grp 

 

  

 

 

14 
1-Bridge Group 118 
1:30-Heart for Home- 
        bound Mtg. WC 
5:30-Advent Worship 
6-Digging into Bible 
6-Advent Study 219 
6-Eve Circle WC 
6-First Bells 213 
6:30-Youth Council 
7-Cantata Choir 
7:40-Sanctuary Choir 

15  
1:30-Mahjong 118 
5-D/S Christmas   
   Pageant 
6-Freeman/Snipes  
   Bible Study 215 
7-Boy Scout Board 
 

 

16 
6-Parents’ Night Out 
6:30-Darkest Night  
        Service 

17 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 FIRE & ICE 
FESTIVAL/CHILI 
COOKOFF 
8:15-Traditional Svc 
9:30-Contemporary  
9:30-Adult SS 
10:30-Fire & Ice  
          Festival WH 
11-Advent Study 
11-Traditional Svc 
4-Pet Blessing 
5:30-MYF 
 
 
 
 

19 
5-T’s Prayer Group 
 

20 CIRCLE DAY 
7:30-Coffee Connection 
9:30-Staff Mtg 
9:30-UMW Circles 
2-Pray & Play 219 
6-Grinch Advent Study 
6:30-Tabler Sm Grp 
 

21 
1:30-Heart for Home- 
        bound Mtg. WC 
5:30-Advent Worship 
6-Digging into Bible 
6-Advent Study 219 
6-First Bells 213 
7-Cantata Choir 
7:40-Sanctuary Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22  
9:30-UMW Exec Mtg 
1:30-Mahjong 118 
6-Freeman/Snipes   
   Bible Study 215 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23  
 
 
 

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES: 
3:00 pm 
5:00 pm Family-  
              focused 
7:00 pm 
9:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

25 CHRISTMAS  
      DAY SERVICE 
11-Worship-Wesley  
     Hall 
 
 
 

26 OFFICE  
      CLOSED 
 

27 OFFICE  
      CLOSED 
 

28 OFFICE  
      CLOSED 
 

29 OFFICE  
      CLOSED 

30 OFFICE  
      CLOSED 
Youth Lock-in 

31 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Next  

Newsletter  

Deadline:  

Dec. 15th 

 

Your church family 
communicates online!  Join 

the conversation at: 
www.facebook.com/fumcnb  

The Church contributions for 
OCTOBER 31, 2022: 
OCT. Income -    $103,421.23 
OCT. Expenses—$85,126.21 
 
YTD Income—   $979,186.48 
YTD Expenses—$982,003.28 
 
WAYS TO GIVE -  
Online giving 
Via mail: 572 W. San Antonio St 
              New Braunfels, TX   
              78130 
If you need assistance with online 
giving, please contact the church  
office 830-625-4513. 

S.O.S. SUNDAY-FIRST SUNDAYS 
Please remember to bring your canned goods 
on the first Sunday of each month, which has 
been designated as S.O.S. Sunday.  All items 
received will be taken to the local 

S.O.S. Food Bank.  There are 
baskets located in the Narthex and 
the side entrance hallway to place 

your items into. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING END OF 
YEAR GIVING… 

 
As the Christmas season approaches we often ask  
ourselves “What shall I return to the Lord for all that He 
has given me?” Psalm 116:12.  
 
If you have appreciated stock this year, you may realize 
a tax break thru a donation. Consult your tax advisor for 
your situation. If you’re 70 1/2 or older & have a  
Required Minimum Distribution from retirement plan, you 
may benefit from a directed gift. Talk to your tax advisor 
or plan admin & let them know if you are interested in 
the possible tax benefit. 

CHRISTMAS & YEAR-END GIVING 

MESSAGE FROM SPRC 

Dear Congregation,  
 
Our church has a tradition of a collecting 
a Love Offering for the church staff and  
presenting it to them as a “Christmas  
Bonus”. If you’d like to contribute to this, 
please indicate that you’d like for your  
donation to go to the “Love Offering”.  
Thanks, 
Lee Brinkerhoff, Chair of SPRC 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas and Year End Giving 

 
Our office and church staff work overtime into the  
holiday season. As such, the church office will be 
CLOSED from December 26th thru December 30th. 
Nevertheless, there are many options for year-end  
giving: 
• You can mail your gifts to the church. Envelopes 

postmarked by the 31st will count towards 2022,  
regardless of when they actually arrive at the church.  

• You can drop your gifts off at the church. We 
have a drop off mail slot in the door of the Parlor/Rm 
100 (from San Antonio St. it’s in Old Educ. Bldg. to 
left of sanctuary in the 1st door).  One of the pastors 
will be coming by daily to pickup those gifts. 

• You can give online. You can go to our website and 
give at www.fumcnb.org/give or scan the QR code  
below. ACH transfers have minimal fees.  

• You can bring your gifts by the church on or  
before the 24th. Please bring any giving during our 
regular office hours 8am-12pm/1pm-4pm. 

• You can give on any Sunday in December.  
Christmas is a Sunday this year! Naturally all giving 
on Sunday will be deposited and processed as normal! 

 
 
 
 
 

2022 Year End Giving Options: 

•  In Person (On or Before 12/24) 

•  Mail (postmarked on or before 12/31) 

•  Online (Anytime in 2022) 

•  Sunday Giving (Any Sunday thru 12/25) 

•  Drop off slot (from 12/26 –12/31) 
Give Online 

http://www.facebook.com/fumcnb
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UMW NEWS 

UMW DECEMBER CALENDAR 
December 6th, General Meeting: 11:30 AM for gathering and fellowship.  Cover 

dish luncheon at Noon.  Program on Christmas carols around the world.  In 

Memory ceremony, Special Mission Recognition pins presented, and much, much 

more are on the agenda.   

December Circle meetings:  May vary with Christmas coming.  The circle leader 

will contact you concerning the time and place your circle will meet.    

Kirkwood birthday party:  December (fourth Friday) Kirkwood birthday recognition with 
corsages from Petals To Go and cards.    

The new name for United Methodist Women is  
United Women in Faith.  At this time both names 
are being used and that is fine to do.  On the Rio 
Texas Conference website is the Purpose of  
United Methodist Women.  The only change is the 
name.  It now reads “The organized unit of Women 
United in Faith”…   

from your United Methodist Women!  

Thank you for all your support of our mission projects in 2022.  We 
are grateful to have had a successful year and look forward to  
continuing our mission projects in 2023. A summary of 2022 will 
be in the January newsletter. 
 
With the new year we welcome the new president, Becky Wright.  

COLLECTING FOR SOUTHSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER 
The standard items needed: Shampoo, Cream Rinse, Toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, combs, Diapers, wipes, Men’s and Women’s socks, 
underwear L, XL & XXL, Feminine hygiene products. Depends 
men and women, rain ponchos. They can always use paper  
towels, toilet paper, or cleaning supplies. These are items that  
cannot be purchased with food stamps. 
                                               Sincerely,   
                                               Rita Berry, Rep. SSCC 
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FIRST KIDS 

The Heart that Grew Three Sizes Bible Study  
Join us every Tuesday through Dec. 20th at 6:00pm for an advent study based on the 
Grinch! The Children’s ministry will be providing dinner, Christmas movies, and  
coordinating crafts every week for the kiddos to do while their parents are in the study.  

 
 
Night in Bethlehem 
We are so excited to have A Night in Bethlehem again this year! It 
will be on Sunday, December 4th at 5:30pm and families will get a 
chance to journey to Bethlehem to experience the night Jesus was born. There 
will be fun activities such as bread making, pottery and metal shop work that will 
transport you to Jesus’ time. We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 

Rise 
We will NOT be having Rise in December. Instead, we hope to see everyone at Fire and 
Ice! We will resume Rise on the second Sunday in January. 
 
 
Bible class 
We will have our Bible class for any 3rd, 4th or 5th graders that would like to participate. It will start on 
January 8th at 9:30am and it will be 7 weeks long.  
 
 
Sunday School 
Hey families! Come by and pick up your Advent countdown calendar at the 
Sunday School check-in station! 

 
Due to Fire and Ice Festival we will not be having  
Sunday School on December 18th.   
To give our wonderful teachers a break & allow them family time, we will not be 
having Sunday School on December 25th.   
 
We want to give a HUGE thank you to Leeann and Steven Donato, Vida  
Linton, Amy McLean, Eddy Wetsel, Lauren Holland, Rhonda Jones, Nicole 
Moncada, and Richele Brooks for being a vital part in our children’s heart for 
Jesus.  
 

Nursery 
To give our FANTASTIC nursery workers time with their families we will  
not be having nursery on Sunday, December 25th. 
And as always, a HUGE thank you to our nursery workers who always keep  
our children safe and entertained ALL YEAR LONG.  
 
VBS 

It may seem early but it’s time to start preparing for VBS! We will be having 
VBS this year on July 24 – 28, 2023 and we need volunteers. We have upped 
the cap from 80 kiddos to 125 so if you are interested in helping out please 
let Amber at amber@fumcnb.org or Mallorie at mallorie@fumcnb.org know.  

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!! 
 Happy new year, too! 
Love, Amber & mallorie 

mailto:amber@fumcnb.org
mailto:mallorie@fumcnb.org
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The church nursery is available every Sunday morning 
during all 3 worship services.  We care for ages Birth to 

Age 4. If you have any questions, please contact  
Mallorie at mallorie@fumcnb.org. 

Online Registration & Payment  
required at sign up. 
Sign up at: fumcnb.org or link on FUMC 
Facebook page 

Rates:$10 per child  
includes Pizza and juice. 

PNO lasts from 6 – 9:30 pm and we 
do ask that you pick up your  
child(ren) on time. A craft is always  
provided, along with activities in our 
gym, outside (weather permitting), 
and in our classrooms.   

2 PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT LEFT IN 2022 

ADVENT ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES  

DECEMBER 18TH 10:30-1:30PM FIRE & ICE FESTIVAL & CHILI COOK-OFF 

The first annual Fire and Ice Festival will be happening this year on December 18th 
from 10:30am to 1:30pm. This festival will include a Chili cook-off, Christmas  
dessert potluck, Nativity walk and many fun activities for people of all ages! Some 
of those activities include table games, an indoor snowball fight, pictures with 
Santa, reindeer food making station, and hot coco bar. Lunch will be provided after 
the 11:00am service. If you would like to submit a chili, please bring it to Wesley 
Hall no later than 11:30am. We are thrilled to be adding this festival and look  
forward to seeing everyone there!  

Dec. 16, 2022 
Sign up at fumcnb.org 
or use link on FUMC NB 
Facebook page 

ADDED PNO DATE: 
Dec. 9th the childcare staff 
will be offering an extra 
Parents’ Night Out to allow 
parents the opportunity to 
finish up their Christmas 
shopping. Register online 
at fumcnb.org.  

http://www.fumcnb.org
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DISCIPLESHIP 

Several of our newly formed Interest Groups are busy and going strong. And all continue to 
encourage/invite new participants. 

 
THE GARDENING GROUP Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 
24th at 1:30 p.m. in Room 118. Please contact Vicki Freeman if you plan to  
attend.  Contact Vicki at vfreeman@earthlink.net   
 
 
ARE YOU A HOBBYIST / ARTIST / CRAFTER?  COME JOIN THE “LIFE 
HACS” on the 2nd Monday evening of each month at 6:00, generally in Room 
219.  December 12 – Creating no-sew Christmas ornaments 
 
We will be making fabric, No Sew Pinecone Christmas Ornaments.  I will have  
different choices of Christmas fabric but if you have a color schemed Christmas 

tree or want to buy your own fabric, you will need about 1/4 yard depending on how many 
you want to make. 
 
NOTE: RSVPs are required because some of the activities have limited spots available. 
Many activities require supplies that the presenter must purchase ahead of time and a head 
count is necessary in order to have supplies for everyone; in some cases, the number of 
participants attending determines the cost. With that being said, please RSVP if (after saying 
you would attend) you are unable to attend. 

 
CLASSICAL MUSIC LOVERS: This group gathers as they are available to enjoy 
great music.  Karen Akkerman does a wonderful job of communicating with the 
group and arranging tickets and meeting places. 
 
 
 
TRAVEL MINISTRY:  Time is running short to join our “cruisers” for a Western 
Caribbean trip aboard Royal Caribbean’s Allure of the Seas setting sail from  
Galveston.  Dates are Jan 29 – Feb 5, 2023. This trip stops at the following ports:  
Roatan, Costa Maya, and Cozumel.  Days at sea will offer passengers the  
opportunity to surf artificial waves onboard, meet the challenge of an escape 
room, ice skate, play trivia, enjoy a spa day, or relax in one of eleven jacuzzis.  

Cabin options and space are limited.  Contact Don Snyder to register, don@fumcnb.org   
 
And in the fall of 2023, you have the opportunity to join Karen Andrews and Michael Kahl for 
a wonderful trip to Ireland, with an optional extension to Scotland.  We’ll visit sites including 
the Ring of Kerry and Blarney Castle, Cliffs of Moher, visits to monastic and castle ruins, tour 
of Dublin including a traditional musical dinner show, and some surprise stops along the 
way!  This trip is especially exciting as the FUMC music department will perform in  
Christchurch Cathedral and some local churches.  Non-singers will have options to attend 
concerts or enjoy other explorations.  Contact Michael Kahl, michael@fumcnb.org or Karen 
Andrews, karen@fumcnb.org for more details and brochures.   

Faith Stitchers: Gather at the church on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00pm 
to knit and crochet prayer shawls, baby blankets, hats, and other reminders of 
God’s love. These items are all prayed-over, then gifted to members of our  
congregation who are homebound or experiencing life challenges; others are  
distributed to homeless members of the community. Our next group meets on 
Tues., Dec. 13 in Rm. 100.  If you know of a person or group that could use some 
comfort, please call Harriet Sollberger at 210-391-6190.  
 
Knitters and crocheters are welcome! 

mailto:vfreeman@earthlink.net
mailto:don@fumcnb.org
mailto:michael@fumcnb.org
mailto:karen@fumcnb.org
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DISCIPLESHIP 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Meets at local eateries at 11:30am 
on the last Tuesday of each month. 
As of January 2023, Susan Coss will 
be taking over this group as contact 
person. Susan9Coss@gmail.com 
Email her for upcoming gatherings of 
this informal group. 1st Sunday of each 

month will be Name 
Tag Sunday. Please 
wear your church 
name tag to worship. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Women’s Retreat 
Come join old friends and new friends as we  
explore how to “Flourish!”  Retreat dates are  
February 17 and 18 at Camp Capers, near  
Comfort. Our speaker this year is Karen 
Horan, former pastor here at FUMC as well 
as Gruene UMC. We will have time to relax, 
study, discuss, play, and enjoy God’s  
beautiful creation of the Texas Hill Country. 
 
You will want to register soon if you care to 
stay in the hotel-style rooms at the camp.  
(While the group cabins are comfortable and 
roomy, most people prefer the newer  
accommodations.) 
 
Registration forms will be available by Dec. 
7. Cost this year is $110.  All registration 
forms must be received by January 31.  

The Hobbies and 
Crafters have a fun, 
Christmas-y project 
for Monday,  
December 12, 6:00 – 
8:00pm, in Room 219.  
We’ll learn how to 
make no-sew quilted 
ornaments.  Cindy 
Bennett will provide 
fabrics for this project 
or you can bring ¼ 
yard of your  
favorite fabric.  Cost 
will be less than $20 
each. It is important to let Cindy know you 
plan to attend so she can provide all needed 
materials. Please email her:  
cynthialynnbennett@yahoo.com. We’ll see 
you there! 

To Blaine & Lacey Irby on the birth of their 

daughter, McKenzie Blaine, on October 7. 

To Joey & Hannah Schuelke on the birth of 

their son, Archer Franklin, on November 26. 

FAMILY PROMISE 2023 

Our upcoming schedule 
for 2023 is as follows: 
 January 8-15 
April 30-May 7 
August 6-13 
October 1-8 
 
If you are interested in being a part of this  
important ministry, please contact Dan or Amanda 
Collins at collinsfamily1595@gmail.com.   
Watch for volunteer sign-ups on our website or in 
your email coming soon. 

mailto:Terry.Snipes@gmail.com
mailto:Terry.Snipes@gmail.com
mailto:cynthialynnbennett@yahoo.com
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YOUTH GROUP SCOOP... 

Pumpkin Patch Recap: 
 We’d like to again thank everyone who helped our youth group with their 
pumpkin patch fundraiser in October. We raised more than $7000 to help 
send our youth members to camps and other events in the coming year. To 
get the youth into the practice of giving, we will be donating 10% of the 
funds raised to a charity chosen by our Youth Council.  
 
This year, those funds will be donated to Camp Eagle, the 
adventure camp we attend during the summer, to help pay 
for students from Uvalde to be able to attend camp this 

coming summer. Their Uvalde Scholarship goal will help students still  
dealing with the tragedy this past May to attend camp and experience all 
that it has to offer free of charge. 
 
Important Dates: 

Sun, Dec. 4th> No MYF, normal Sunday School 
Sun, Dec. 11th> Normal Sunday School; MYF Progressive Dinner Christmas Party  

                     (3:30-8:00pm) 
Wed, Dec. 14th> Youth Council meeting in the evening, youth room 
Sun, Dec. 18th> Fire and Ice Chili cook-off, no Sunday School, normal MYF 
Sun, Dec. 25th> Christmas Day, no Sunday School or MYF 
Fri, Dec. 30th> New Year’s Adam Lock-in event 

On December 11th, the Christmas 
Cantata Carols from Around the 
World will be presented at the 
8:15 and 11 a.m. services. This 
Cantata will feature members of 
the Sanctuary and Sonrise Choir, 
a small orchestra ensemble, The 
First Bells and a small jazz  
ensemble. The music will  
highlight carols from different 
parts of the world such as “Still, 
Still, Still” in German, “Angels We 
have Heard on High” in French, 
and much more. For more  
information, please contact the 
music director, Michael Kahl at  
Michael@fumcnb.org or  
(830) 625-4513, ext. 113.  

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

mailto:Michael@fumcnb.org
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ADVENT & MORE 

The first annual Fire and Ice Festival will be 
happening this year on December 18th from 
10:30am to 1:30pm. This festival will include 
a Chili cook-off, Christmas dessert potluck, 
Nativity walk and many fun activities for  
people of all ages! Some of those activities 
include table games, an indoor snowball 
fight, pictures with Santa, reindeer food 
making station, and hot coco bar. Lunch will 
be provided after the 11:00am service. If 
you would like to submit a chili, please bring 
it to Wesley Hall no later than 11:30am. 
We are thrilled to be adding this festival and 
look forward to seeing everyone there!  
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Senior Pastor 

Andrew J. Payne 

andrew@fumcnb.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Theresa Booth 

theresa@fumcnb.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Don Snyder 

don@fumcnb.org 

 

Church Administrator 

Michelle Sonnen 

michelle@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Finance 

Lacey Kraft 

lacey@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Media & Technology 

Robynn Amy 

robynn@fumcnb.org 

 

 

Director of Discipleship 

Karen Andrews 

karen@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Elementary Ministries 

Amber Garcia 

amber@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Nursery Ministries 

Mallorie Sarvis 

mallorie@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Youth Ministries 

Everett Mansur 

everett@fumcnb.org 

 

Director of Music 

Michael Kahl 

michael@fumcnb.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Janna Hochwender 

janna@fumcnb.org 

Church Accompanist 

Travis Davis 

travisedavis@yahoo.com 

 

Church Pianist 

Gwen Gabriel 

  

Day School Director 

Kellie Smith 

dayschool@fumcnb.org 

 

Custodian-Part Time 

Pedro Aleman 

  

Custodian - Part Time 

Becca Westfahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8am—4pm  

(Closed for lunch 12-1) 

CHURCH STAFF 


