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Agenda for 2020 Annual Meeting 
January 31, 2021 

 

Call to Order Greg Serwich, Senior Warden 
 
Opening Prayer The Rev. Gloria Hopewell, Rector 
 
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who 
take counsel for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your 
honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and 
the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Rector’s Address The Rev. Gloria Hopewell 
 
Approval of Resolution to use Virtual Meeting Procedures Greg Serwich 
 
Approval of 2019 Annual Minutes Elizabeth Ludescher 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Review & Questions) Richard Luther 

2020 Year End Statement 
2021 Operating and Outreach Budgets 

 
Other Reports (Review and Questions) Greg Serwich 
 
Election of New Vestry Members Greg Serwich 
 
Continuing Members (previously elected for three-year terms): 
 (last full calendar year of terms shown) 

2021 Members: Elizabeth Ludescher & Charlotte Stryker 
2022 Members: Nancy Cook & Eric Kallback 

 
Slate presented by the Nominating Committee and proposed by the Vestry 
 (Term durations: Wardens: 2 years; Other Members: 3 years) 

2022 Senior Warden: Lynn Giles Junior Warden: Richard Luther 
2023 Members: Phil Jackman & Crystal Mason 

 
New Business Lynn Giles 
 
Recognition of Outgoing Vestry Members Lynn Giles 

2020 Senior Warden: Greg Serwich 
2020 Vestry Members: Tony Packard & Anita Sands 

 
Adjournment Lynn Giles 
 
Closing Prayer The Rev. Gloria Hopewell 
 
Blessing The Rev. Gloria Hopewell 
 
Dismissal  
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Rector’s Annual Report  
Grace Episcopal Church, Galena IL  
    

January 31, 2021 
 
 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43: 18-19) 
 
 
Last year at this time, we were looking forward to an event-filled year that would include, among 
other things, Diane Luther’s ordination to the Diaconate, and two special musical events—the visit 
in July of the men’s chorus from southern France that the group of us who traveled to Agen were 
able to hear, and the return of Riversong in August with a festival observing the 250th anniversary 
of Beethoven’s birth. As it happened, only the first of these actually occurred. The concerts had to 
be cancelled because of the pandemic restrictions.  
 
On the first weekend in August, though, Bishop Lee was with us to ordain Diane to the Sacred  
Order of Deacons. It was a joyous occasion, though it had to be limited in attendance, and we were 
unable to continue the celebration with feasting. Diane has been assigned to Grace and serves us in 
many ways as she outlines in her own report below. 
 
The COVID-19 restrictions have shaped our worship and other ministries—as well as our personal 
lives—in profound ways in 2020 and continue to do so in 2021. Our primary focus has been how  
to keep us connected and how to continue to provide ministry in such uncertain times when in  
addition to a global pandemic, with are confronted with discord and violence in our country. 
 
The final service of our full congregation and choir was March 8. I, however, was not present. I was 
in the Emergency Room, tumbled down my front steps on the way to church, falling on my face 
and breaking my left arm. Our not-yet-deacon stepped up to read my sermon, and our Ministry of 
Care co-chair made a space for me in her home until I was able to manage on my own. 
 
I am so grateful to everyone who helped to keep our parish life going with hardly a hiccup. For two 
Sundays, we recorded services with just the skeleton crew in the church. By the third Sunday, we 
went live on the Zoom platform and, at the bishop’s direction, closed the church building. Services 
were broadcast from my dining room through the rest of Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost 
until the end of July. In spite of various glitches in sight and sound, there was just one Sunday when 
our online system failed due to my computer or home internet. And even then, our quick-thinking 
Priest Associate jumped in and got most people connected from her computer and carried on!  
 
As Robin outlines in her report, we had many challenges with music in the absence of singing and 
with obstacles to good sound with the online technology. Greg, Lynn Giles, and Nancy Kenney 
joined us in navigating the steep audio-visual learning curve as worship, meetings, and educational 
events all moved online.  
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When we were permitted to return worship to the church building in a limited fashion, our Senior 
Warden, Greg Serwich solved our main technology hurdle. Greg found a way to extend our internet 
connection and wifi through the thick stone walls of the church and into the worship space. A Vestry 
task force worked with diocesan, state, and federal guidelines to make our space safe and to monitor 
attendance. We were able to return at the end of July with reduced numbers in the congregation—
initially 25% of our capacity, then no more than 25, and then just before All Saints’ Day, back to  
just 10—basically, the Altar Party and musicians.  
 
Our congregation is to be thanked for patience, resilience, and fortitude in “zooming” week after 
week to worship, study, and faithfully conduct the work of our various ministries. And for adjusting 
to the ever-changing pandemic circumstances and technological challenges with grace and humor.  
 
We are learning, I think, creative ways to remain connected even when not in person. I’m sure we all 
miss our fellowship—the coffee hours after worship, the monthly Canapes and Conversation, the 
special events like Mass in the Grass, and the Epiphany party. And yet, we are seeing and conversing 
with one another with the help of technology, caring for one another when that is needed, and  
longing for the day when we can be together again in body as well as in spirit.  
 
In the meantime, we have continued our outreach both locally and internationally, especially by 
providing the funding for the new church at Glory Parish in south Sudan. Through our Ministry  
of Care Visitors, we have ministered to those with special needs, providing rides to doctor  
appointments, food for those who have been recovering from procedures, and phone calls just to 
keep in touch. We have participated online in many community and Diocesan events, too: Deanery 
Meetings, Annual Convention, conversations with candidates for bishop, the electing convention, 
and a farewell to Bp. Lee and his wife.  
 
We mourned the death of one parishioner, Rik Fjelde, who died in August. And we bid farewell to 
Joan Klaus who moved to Virginia and to Karen and David Steinke who moved to Missouri. We  
are delighted to have welcomed several new faces to Grace—Cindy Blakemore, Paula and Fred  
Petersburg, and Joy Von Wolffersdorff and Melanie Hoffman.  
 
In the summer, our stained-glass windows took on new light as the protective outer covers were  
replaced. When the sun is shining, they are stunning, both inside and out. The stone steps at the 
front entrance were replaced, making entry safer and easier. In the fall, we welcomed a Yamaha 
grand piano, a gift from Joy Von Woffersdorff, and are all enjoying its sound. It was especially  
wonderful to hear it in the Grace Virtual Choir with its Christmas Eve anthem! 
 
My plans for completing my sabbatical in 2020 did not materialize since travel has been restricted.  
I still hope for that opportunity. Meanwhile, we continue serve God and all of God’s people with 
faithfulness, love, and joy. As we look forward to the day we will be back in person, let us also grow 
into a new reality of what emerges through this time! Where is God calling us today and tomorrow? 
What are we to do and to be as followers of Christ? 
 
Grace and peace, 

 

Gloria+ 
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The Annual Meeting of Grace Episcopal Church 
 

January 31, 2021 

 
Subject: Virtual Meeting Procedures for the 2020 Annual Meeting 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Resolved, that this Annual Meeting of Grace Episcopal Church adopts Virtual Meeting Procedures 

for the 2020 Annual Meeting in the form attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A (the “Virtual 

Meeting Procedures”) and these Virtual Meeting Procedures be used when meeting online, an  

appropriate electronic platform, and shall replace the ordinary means of conducting business  

when meeting in person in church. 

 

EXPLANATION: 
 

The current COVID-19 pandemic has required us to consider alternative methods of meeting. 

Upon the advice and counsel of the Diocese, the Rector has reported to the Vestry that a virtual 

meeting conforms to the By-laws of Grace Episcopal Church (“the By-laws), the Canons of the 

Diocese of Chicago (the “Canons”), and the laws of the State of Illinois. 
 

The Canons do not prohibit a virtual meeting, and a church that is a Religious Corporation in the 

State of Illinois is not subject to additional meeting requirements for another type of not-for-profit 

organization. The By-laws have been examined; and they do indicate that Grace Church is a  

Religious Corporation. Further, they do not restrict meetings to a particular location or an  

in-person format. The Vestry has taken measures to assure that all members who are qualified  

to vote have an opportunity to do so. 

 

The Vestry believes that an Annual Meeting conducted in accordance with the proposed Virtual 

Meeting Procedures will be able to accomplish all the objectives of a traditional in-person meeting, 

including the full participation of all members, and therefore that these Virtual Meeting Procedures 

are consistent with the By-laws, the Canons and state law. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that 

virtual meeting, instead of one in person, is what the Diocese recently did to conduct the diocese-

wide election of our new diocesan bishop. 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit A: Virtual Meeting Procedures for the 2020 Annual Meeting 
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Exhibit A 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Virtual Meeting Procedures 

for the 2020 Annual Meeting 
January 31, 2021  

 
 

We are especially mindful (and grateful) this year that “the Parish,” the Church, is not a building. It 

is all of us, whether assembling in church or online. And due to the pandemic restrictions, we are 

compelled to conduct a virtual meeting. 
 

Everyone is invited to attend, whether eligible to vote or not. These procedures are intended to 

facilitate the meeting, which shall be conducted in accordance with Agenda. 

 

Joining the Meeting 
 

The meeting will begin shortly after the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Eucharist; so those attending the service 

on Zoom should just remain online. Those who attend the service in person will proceed afterward 

to the Parish Hall to participate and observe the meeting on the TV there. Anyone not already 

logged in for the Eucharist can join the meeting on Zoom or, if without wi-fi, on the phone (call 

312-626-6799), no later than 11:15 a.m. Whether joining by phone or wi-fi, the login is the same as 

for the Eucharist (meeting ID 824 2178 3266). 

 

Speaking/Use of Mute during the Meeting 
 

Due to the number of people attending, please remain muted except when recognized by the  

presiding officer and when asked to vote by acclamation. Those wanting to speak should raise  

their hands to be recognized. If not seen by the presiding officer, then unmute yourself to ask for 

recognition. 

 

Voting Process 
 

Those eligible1 to vote will be asked to do so by acclamation. In the event of uncertainty, eligible 

congregants will be asked to raise their hands while the yeas and nays are tabulated. 

 

 

 
1Eligible voters of the congregation, according to the provisions of Canon 22, section 3, are: 

* Baptized 

* 16 years or older 

* Regular in attendance at worship, and recognized as such by the Rector and one warden  

* Have pledged, and be paying their pledge within the last 6 months before the vote (or making other 

committed contributions within the last 6 months) 

* Declare their willingness to conform to the Doctrine, Discipline and Worship of the Church. 
2If on the phone, use *6 to toggle back and forth between mute and unmute. 
3Those on the phone can vote verbally when called upon by the presiding officer. 
 



8 

 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 26, 2020 

 
Senior Warden Greg Serwich called the meeting to order at 11:34 am and the Very 

Rev. Gloria Hopewell led us in a short prayer. The agenda and annual reports were provided in the 
booklet entitled, “Growing in Faith During 2019.” 
 
 
Rector’s Address 
The Very Rev. Gloria Hopewell noted the faithful service of the Grace congregation, made evident 
in the ministry reports. The change is leadership regarding music during worship has been a smooth 
transition, and our first full year in the new Parish Hall has been wonderful. Her sabbatical was  
worry-free due to Linda Packard and Diane Luther, and Diane Luther will be ordained to the    
diaconate in May. In the coming year Gloria sees room for us to do more, even amongst all we do. 
What exactly are we called or do outside our red doors? She also hopes that anti-racism training  
will be an option in 2020. 
 
 
Review of 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes 
Steve Coates moved we accept the minutes as written, Bonnielynn Kreiser seconded the motion, 
and the minutes were accepted. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Richard Luther commented that the 2019 income exceeded expenses and we ended the year in the 
good by $1,248. The numbers show a 14% increase in giving over 2 years. There was an expense for 
Sabbatical support and Diane Luther’s postulancy, as well as hiring a Music Director. Our Diocesan 
support is on track. The intended income for 2020 shows that after expenses, we should end 2020 
$46 to the good! 
 
 
Election of New Vestry Members 
The Nominating Committee and Vestry propose the following slate for Vestry Election: 
 Nancy Cook – 2022 
 Eric Kallback - 2022 
Len Banas made a motion to accept the slate as proposed, Dave Mikelson seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed. 
 
Remaining Vestry members: 
Elizabeth Ludescher – 2021 
Charlotte Stryker - 2021 
Lynn Giles (Junior Warden) – 2020  
Tony Packard – 2020 
Anita Sands – 2020 
Greg Serwich (Senior Warden) – 2020  
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Reports 
Greg asked for questions regarding the reports but there were none.  
 
 
New Business 
An announcement was made that assignments remain available for Lenten Meditations , as well as 
hosts for Canapés and Conversation. 
 
 
Special Recognition:  
Greg recognized Bonnielynn Kreiser and Larry Poston for their meaningful contributions during 
their terms on the Vestry. 
 
 
Adjournment 
Diane Banas made a motion to adjourn and Bill Foltz seconded. 
 
Gloria sent out the Lay Eucharistic Ministers and led us in a closing prayer and a blessing. 
 
The meeting ended at 11:50 am. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Ludescher 
Former & Acting Clerk of the Congregation  
 
 

 
 

Finance Report            
Please see Addendums A and B 

Pages 21-27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Luther 
Treasurer 
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Deacon’s Report 
 
It is with joy that I submit this first annual report as your deacon.  While 2020 

has been a year filled with challenges, it also contained one of the significant 

days of my life when I was ordained to the Order of Deacons on August 1st.   

I would be remiss if I did not begin this report with a “thank you” to all of  

you for your support and prayers as I traveled through discernment,  

postulancy and candidacy to my ordination and now as I continue my  

ministry as a deacon. 

 

My participation in the worship liturgies has expanded as I am now able to proclaim the Gospel 

each week.  I did not anticipate how meaningful this would be.  After some of the restrictions are 

removed, I will serve at the altar with the presider.  I have offered homilies on both Sundays and 

Wednesdays and will continue doing so.  Along with Rev. Gloria and Rev. Linda, I participated in 

the Novena for an Election services.  I took primary responsibility in organizing our Longest Night 

service which continues to serve those who are not members of Grace.  This was our third year 

and our attendance was much larger than in the past.  Perhaps this was a reflection on losses  

experienced in 2020. 

 

Working with Rev. Gloria and Bonnielynn Kreiser, a plan was developed to provide Home  

Communion Kits with consecrated wafers for those worshiping together in community on Zoom.  

I am involved in the Ministry of Care, and having completed the Spiritual Visitor class through  

the Bishop Anderson House, I continue to attend trainings and alumni meetings with them. 

 

A deacon’s ministry emphasizes identification of needs in the community, both Galena and beyond 

and it emphasizes representing the church in the community.  That being said, 2020 was a year that 

limited opportunities for direct community involvement.  I was able to provide a funeral service 

for a family in Galena who did not belong to a church but at the death of a loved member, wanted 

the comfort and acknowledgement of God’s love for them. 

 

In our diocese, there are monthly meetings for Deacons, which I attend.  I meet regularly with 

both a Deacon Mentor and my Spiritual Director, which I consider a necessary part of my  

self-care. 

 

I look forward to 2021. I look forward to seeing you in person, and to be able to shake your hand 

or hug as we share the peace.  I look forward to continued work with Rev. Gloria and Rev. Linda 

and appreciate their support of me as I was in Formation, and since my ordination. Like many of 

you, there are many things I took for granted, that I look forward to resuming.  But I hope we do 

not forget the lessons and blessings of this past year.  I hope we can recognize what we do not 

want to return to, as well.  I hope we remember what is really important. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Rev. Deacon Diane Luther 
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Music Director Report 
 
This past year has been a unique opportunity to examine the role of music in the 
Church. Music Directors will be quick to say that our job is to assist in leading  
worship. We’re used to thinking of that as fitting the choir anthem to the Scripture of the day, to  
choosing hymns for the congregation to sing with texts appropriate to the readings, to presenting all the 
Service music in a manner that encourages participation in the liturgy. I also give consideration to the 
preludes and postludes I play as another avenue for broadening our understanding of worship, prepar-
ing us for the service and then sending us out for service.  
 
That was “then”. When most of those features were stripped away from us, what was left? How can  
music be a part of leading worship when we’re not singing together, we’re not even gathering together? 
From my perspective, the little music we could provide has had to be even more focused in choice and 
intent. Instead of being able to sing hymns together I have played solo arrangements of what might 
have been, as a sort of stand-in for what we would have been singing throughout the service. Initially, 
there were many kinks to work out to include music in our Zoom services. Gloria and I worked 
through quite a number of permutations in an attempt to get my recordings from home into a format 
that were compatible with her presentation from her home. As soon as some of us could return to the 
sanctuary, we did so eagerly and, I am hopeful, with an improvement in audio quality. As well, the 
words of our Presentation hymn have been printed in the bulletin each week, along with a paragraph 
about the composer and/or lyricist to further our understanding of the meaning of the text. 
 
Our wonderful choir, alone in their homes, worked very hard to present a “virtual” anthem for the 
Christmas Eve service. After extensive research, I decided on the software to use for the editing  
and mastering of the individual singing tracks. I then taught myself how to use this new technology. I 
created step-by-step instructions for each choir member to follow at their end. Everyone learned the 
music on their own using a rehearsal track or two that I sent them. We had choir practice, but on 
Zoom, and as we have all learned by now, Zoom works best when everyone is muted. Not exactly like a 
choir practice. We even had one socially distanced sectional for the basses and altos in my driveway one 
cold morning. Then, when individuals were prepared, each person sang their own part into a recording 
device and managed to send me their file. Because it was an entirely new procedure for people, I was 
able to support them in that endeavor. Let’s just say, it was a challenge for all of us. I made the various 
tracks start and end together and worked on balance, in my attempt to impersonate a sound engineer, 
then sent that completed audio file to Gloria. With a program on her computer she was able to create 
the video version we saw on Christmas Eve. The entire operation was very involved, but our choir 
members are an enthusiastic, and talented, bunch. I heard from them, as you may have, as well, that the 
opportunity to sing was worth the many difficult steps, taken alone, to get to the result. This is what a 
choir does. This is who we are, and so we will do it all again for Easter.  
 
I know that everyone is eager to make music together again. We all need music, in our lives, as our  
contribution to worship. I am very grateful for the congregation’s understanding of the technical  
challenges we have faced. We have all learned a lot. I especially appreciate the flexibility and cooperation 
of Nancy in the office and Nancy at the Erben organ for all the changes that have kept us on our toes. 
Gloria has been on a similar learning path as I and I am grateful for her ongoing support. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robin French 
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Senior Warden’s Report 
 
The phrase “20/20 hindsight” has new, worrisome connotations  
and emotes feelings that none of us could have foreseen a year ago,  
including, worn, wearied, lonely, isolated, sorrowful, apprehensive  
and angry. Yet, as a parish, we have persevered. At the core of our  
perseverance and resolve has been our faith, and the love of Christ  
(and each other) which have motivated us to find ways to continue communal worship and to pursue 
our ministries, notwithstanding the obstacles and constraints imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
At the core of our perseverance has been our aptly named Rector, Gloria Hopewell, who provided 
spiritual leadership throughout and interfaced with the Diocese. She participated in innumerable 
online meetings of the diocesan clergy and leaders to discuss and adapt to the challenges. Here at 
Grace, Gloria participated in many meetings of our Church Reopening Committee, consisting of 
Vestry members Charlotte, Eric, Elizabeth, and me. We discussed and planned myriad details,  
including procedures, social distancing, cleaning, supplies, signs, etc., all necessary to comply with 
state law and obtain the permission of the Diocese to reopen the church… especially for worship, 
but also for meetings at the Parish House, including those benefitting the community, such as AA 
meetings, and a presentation by Steve Barg (done in-person and virtually) about the Doctrine of  
Discovery. 
 
A year ago, who could have imagined we (including our technologically challenged members)  
would have continued to meet and worship virtually using something called “Zoom,” and would  
become conversant in terms such as “bandwidth” and “muting”. We also incorporated our trademark 
courteousness in the process. Before and during virtual worship services, I became immensely appre-
ciative for, and impressed with, the congregation’s agility at muting and unmuting following a simple 
request or invitation to do so. There even were Sundays when our worship spanned a substantial  
portion of the globe, from the east (Joan Klaus in Ghana) to the west (Rob Vollkommer in  
Bellingham, Washington). (You don’t see that in the history of the 1918 Flu Pandemic!) 
 
Through it all our clergy and ministry volunteers diligently continued to serve us and God. Our  
choir director, Robin French, resurrected the choir virtually for practice and performance. Our  
administrator, Nancy Kenney, continued her work from home while the Parish House was closed. 
 
Our nation also has undergone a tumultuous national election and transfer of presidential power 
which have deeply divided the Nation, damaging personal relationships all the way down to our  
families and within the Church. 
 
Challenges remain, yet we now have cause to hopefully look forward to 2021 as an opportunity for 
four Rs: Recovery, Recuperation, Regeneration and Reconciliation. Quite a few of us already have 
been vaccinated. In due course, more will be able to attend services in church and return to jobs that 
couldn’t be done from home. Thanks to Zoom, many of those who previously could not attend  
services, due to physical ailment or temporary absence abroad, will have an opportunity to participate 
virtually. Insofar as the fourth R, Reconciliation, let us resolve to proceed with humility all around 
and Love. 
 
In the love of Christ, 

 
Greg Serwich 
Senior Warden 
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Building & Grounds Report 
 
 
Just like any other old building in Galena, there is always work  
to be done.  
 
 

At Grace: 
  
1: Work on adding more vegetation to the hillside has helped stabilize the sand and soil. Continual  
    work on covering the pipe on the hillside seems to be a success to date. 
 
2: The Meditation Garden got planting and pond attention from the Mason’s. The prayer stations  
    and benches got sanded and re-stained. The rock wall got a covering of bird netting so the     
    grackle nesting is pushed away. (And, it seems to have been mostly successful.) 
 
3: The stained glass windows were cleaned, wood repairs were done, and new protective windows  
    were installed. 
 
4: Inside repairs/updates (the little things) were completed. These tasks never quite end. You get  
   one task done and two more pop on to the list. 
 
5: The deteriorating stone steps in front of the church were replaced. 
 
6: The mortar around the front doors and the chapel door had deteriorated and was repaired. 
 
7: The red doors on both the church and chapel were repainted. 
 
8: The lanterns to the right and left of the front door were cleaned and repainted. 
 
 
The list could go on with the “this and that” of maintenance. All in all, good progress was made. 
  
 

Pete Stryker 

Building and Grounds 



14 

 

Outreach Report 

This year your Outreach ministry team supported, with Vestry backing, many different groups and indi-
viduals. Our Outreach budget is funded from the interest earned on the Grace Church Endowment 
Fund and donations made by parishioners. Hands-on ministry is also encouraged when opportunities 
arise. Our major expenditures:  
 
           Heifer International: $960.00     Hispanic Council: $500.00  
 Glory Parish in South Sudan: $58,000.00   Galena Food Pantry: $525.00  
 La Santa Cruz Parish in SE Mexico: $1,7500.00  Galena Women and Friends: $1,000.00  
 Dubuque Rescue Mission: $1,200.00    Opening Doors: $1,500.00 
 Magdalene House: $1,000.00     Shelter Care Ministries: $1,000.00  
 Galena ARC: $800.00      UTO: $273.00 

   
 Knitting Ministry: $300.00  
 Bishop's Appeal: $1,000.00  
 Christmas family: $200.00  
 Episcopal Relief and Development: $2,500.00  
 
Because of the COVID restrictions this year we did not have our  
biannual "red bag" collections which help local disadvantaged groups.  

 
Please know that we welcome the input and participation of anyone who would like to join our  
ministry in helping our neighbors here and around the world. We are actively seeking new members.  
 
Respectfully submitted:  
 
Karlyn Van Gelder, Chairman  
Donna Davis, Cathie Elsbree, Carmen Ferguson, Terri Jackman, Tony Packard, Deb Pausz  

 
 

Altar Guild Report 
 

The Altar Guild consists of the following members: Ann Berry, Alice Maffit,  
Pat Golden, Amy Handwicke, Debbie Kallback, Charlotte Stryker and newest 
member, Kim Kreiser. Kathy Shannon is a summer helper.  Joe Maffit helps with 
cleaning the brass.  Ann Berry serves as flower coordinator and Alice Maffit as 
wedding coordinator. Pam Malik and Frani Beadle have retired this past year and  
we  
thank them for years of service. New members are always welcome. We also appreciate all the help  
we get at special times whenever we ask for it. We especially appreciate the help from Joe Maffit and 
Pete Stryker at this time. 
 
Regular duties include the setting up of the alter areas in the Sanctuary and Chapel for services and  
also cleaning up after the service. The Alter Guild changes the plaques in the meditation stations in  
the garden and is also responsible for ordering candles and wine. Grace Church had a funeral this year. 
 

Submitted by, 
 
Pat Golden 
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Christian Formation Report 
 
 
The mission of the Christian Formation Ministry  is to foster spiritual formation and growth.   
To this end, the Ministry initiates and invites program proposals.  The Ministry also reviews and  
evaluates various parish activities which are a feature of Christian education and spiritual practice.   
 
The Ministry is advisory to the Rector, who has canonical responsibility for Christian education.  Its oversight  
extends, but is not necessarily limited, to both one-time and continuing parish activities and projects such as learning programs  
and events for Youth, Quiet Days, Centering Prayer, Bible Study, the annual Lenten meditations booklet, retreats, and any other 
special events or recurring programs open to the entire parish.  In the interest of guaranteeing parish-wide access, the CFM will insure 
that new initiatives are brought to its attention in a timely fashion so that, once they are reviewed, they can be adequately publicized 
and made available to parishioners and (where applicable) other interested parties in the wider community.   
      – Statement of Mission and Scope, adopted June 18, 2017. 
 

  

The Christian Formation Ministry (hereafter CFM) planned two special events in 2020.  The first  
was a one-day retreat in January, led by the Reverend Judith Doran, on “The Best Death Ever,” how 
we as Christians deal with death and prepare for it – in a spirit of hope, not despair.   The second was a 
sequence of four sessions in October on the “doctrine of discovery” -- that is, the pretext by which the 
Church justified the usurpation of lands formerly belonging to indigenous peoples, and the  
Doctrine’s effects on the settlement of the American West in the nineteenth century.  Led by Steve 
Barg, the Director of the Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation, the program brought these issues home 
to a study of the tribes once active right here in the Driftless area, and efforts by our own  
Episcopal Church to right the wrongs of the past.  Both programs received highly favorable ratings 
from participants. 
  
Between the two programs, of course, fell the pandemic.  Steve Barg’s program was the first to  
involve masks and social distancing in the parish hall as well as a Zoom option, and when there was  
a spike in the local COVID-19 rates, the last of his sessions had to go entirely on-line.  As the parish’s 
first attempt at hybrid programming, however, the experiment was not without its potential future use-
fulness: not that any of us desire the continuation of the pandemic, let alone any future ones, but simp-
ly the fact that “distance learning” is here to stay – whether for special advantages it may offer in 
broadening our audience, or as an additional service to those who may unable to attend such events in 
person. 
 
Once we picked up ourselves and launched Sunday services by Zoom, certain continuing activities  
of CFM also resumed by Zoom: the Wednesday study group and Friday Centering Prayer.   Like  
the rest of the parish, we have benefited in the continuation of these activities from the technical  
expertise of our Senior Warden Greg Serwich, as well as Lynn Giles and our Rector. We also owe Car-
men Ferguson a debt of gratitude for her work in insuring the continuance of the annual Lenten medi-
tations booklet, to which a variety of parishioners provided their own reflections on the  
Lectionary.   Happily, she will again spearhead that effort in 2021.  
   
 
Larry Poston 
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Education for Ministry 
 

EfM is a four-year distance learning certificate program in theological  

education developed by the School of Theology of the University of the South 
in Sewanee, TN  based upon small-group study and practice. EfM helps the 
faithful encounter the breadth and depth of the Christian tradition and bring it 
into conversation with their experiences of the world as they study, worship, 
and engage in theological reflection together. 
 

During the 2019-2020 year, there were five students enrolled in the EfM seminar at Grace 
Church. We had two students graduate at the end of May 2020: Richard Luther and Crystal Mason. 
We started the year having weekly seminar sessions in the conference room of the Parish Hall and 
ended the year on Zoom.  Due to the complications of the pandemic,  the start of the 2020-2021 
was delayed until January 2021. The first session was held on January 11 with one fourth year  

student (Teresa Burke), two are in their second year (Sue Anderson and Carmela Cordero) and 
three are first year students (Greg Anderson, Melanie Hoffman and Joy VanWolffersdorf).  The 
sessions will be on Zoom with plans to return to the Parish Hall when that is possible. Lynn Giles 
is the mentor. 
 

Lynn Giles   
 
 

Bible Study Report 
 

The Wednesday morning Study Group reads, studies, ponders and discusses  
both Biblical testaments, and on occasion, scriptural-related materials. In 2020, 
attendance varied, with up to twelve attending a session. Our varied life’s  
experiences sometimes lead to shared insights pertaining to the scripture we are 
studying. 
 

We began the year with a scholarly presentation on the Psalms led by Bill Foltz.  Other scriptures 
chosen for study this year included Micah, Jonah, and the Gospel of Matthew. We began studying 
the Gospel of Mark, to be completed in 2021. During Lent, the Living Compass Program (on 
Courage) was made available for personal study. All are invited and welcome to attend. 
 

Karen Serwich 
 
 

 

Glory Parish 
 
2020 has been an eventful year for Glory Parish in the diocese of Renk, 
South Sudan. They are fortunate in that ,as yet, they have not had a case of 
Covid-19. 
  

In 2020, with funds provided by Grace Church, they started building a new 
Church.  In spite of delays due to flooding and having to smuggle building supplies across a closed 
border, the church is almost complete. 
  

As they celebrate the building of the new church,  let us keep them in our prayers.  Bishop Joseph 
says they are always praying for us too.  
 

Donna Davis 
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Worship Committee Report  
 
The Worship Committee meets four times a year to evaluate the Church  
seasons and discuss items pertaining to the ministries of Grace. The members 
represent the different ministries of the church: Rector-Gloria Hopewell,  
Vestry-Charlotte Stryker, Choir-Robin French, Acolytes and Intercessor- 
Diane Luther, Lectors-Terri Jackman, and Altar Guild-Ann Berry. This year  
because of the Coronavirus there were many changes to the worship services at 
Grace. The  
services during Lent and Easter, after Ash Wednesday, were held on zoom. In 

May, church services were zoomed from the church by the Rector and Altar Party. In June, the 
Sunday and Wednesday services were opened to the congregation on a limited basis. However, dur-
ing the last part of  
Pentecost the services in the church were limited to the Altar party and organist. The Longest 
Night Service was held on December 20 on zoom along with the Christmas Eve service at 5pm. 
The highlight for Grace this year was the ordination of Diane Luther as a Deacon in the Episcopal 
Church. Bishop Lee paid his final visit to Grace for her installation. We hope 2021 will be a better 
year. Respectfully submitted,  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ann Berry 
 
 

Heifer Project 
 

During the Advent and Christmas seasons since 2002, Grace Church  
has raised funds for the work of Heifer International.  This year was  
a little more complicated.  Nevertheless $1070 was generously donated  
and two dozen honor and sympathy cards were sent to friends and  
family letting them know Heifer was gifted on their behalf. 
 

Lynn Giles 
 

 
United Churches of Galena 

 
The bulk of our efforts is the Food Pantry under the remarkable leader-
ship of Tom Van Gelder. Throughout 2020, many meals have been pro-
vided to the local community. 
 

The two fundraisers for the Food Pantry sponsored by the United Churches Board are the Hunger 
Luncheon and the Christmas Concert. Both of these were cancelled this year due to the pandemic 
and people were invited to donate. 
 

In addition, we continue to hold worship services on special occasions – very much appreciated, 
but not very well attended.  Being able to provide all of this to this unusual community is truly a 
blessing. Many thanks to all who help in so many ways.  
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Richard Babcock Memorial Yarn Ministry 
 
This ministry began as a prayer shawl ministry under the direction Marsha 

Vollkommer,  They were knit for specific individuals, and many were donated to 

the women’s domestic violence shelter in Dubuque. 

 

Richard Babcock took over the coordination of this ministry when Marsha 

stepped down.  The group decided to meet weekly between September and May and expanded the 

ministry to include making knitwear for distribution at the Galena Food Pantry and Shelter Care 

Ministries in Rockford, IL.  Since Richard’s passing, the group had been meeting at the home of 

Meg Gibbs, Kathy Shannon and Mary Lou Smith until the pandemic hit last March.  Since then, 

the group works from their own homes for an hour on Thursday afternoons.  Meg emails opening 

prayers to everyone and encourages them to light a candle while they work for an hour, just as we 

do when we are together.  We look forward to the day when we will be able to meet in person 

again. 

 

The Yarn Ministry created almost 400 items from December 2019 through November 2020.   

Extra time due to the pandemic plus friends who donated items to our ministry account for such a 

large number this year.  Shawls, scarves, mittens, afghans, hats and baby/toddler items were knit or 

crocheted and donated.   

 

Prayer shawls are now kept in reserve and then blessed and given away as the group is made aware 

of someone who would benefit from receiving one.  If you know of someone who might be com-

forted by such a shawl, please let a member of the group know that. 

 

The Blanket Ministry met in the conference room of the parish house several Thursday mornings 

this fall and tied 15 fleece blankets which were then donated to the Food Pantry and Shelter Care 

Ministries. 

 

Thank you to Carl and Donna Davis for making the delivery to Shelter Care Ministries and to  

Tom and Karlyn VanGelder for taking things to the Food Pantry. 

 

All of these items (except prayer shawls) were blessed during the worship service on Sunday,  

December 6, 2020.  Your support and your prayers for this ministry are greatly appreciated. 

 
Submitted by, 
Meg Gibbs 
RBMYM Coordinator 
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Fellowship/Hospitality Report 
 
 

The objective of this ministry is to provide service and sustenance to all we meet  
while supporting our ministries in our goal to live and learn the Way of Love as a 
community.  
 

In 2020, social events had to be avoided due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Hopefully we can gather  
together later in 2021, as the pandemic subsides. 
 
Ongoing events typically would include: 
*    Social Hour/Coffee Hour every Sunday after services in the Parish House 
*    Canapes and Conversations, where we share food and drink, is hosted once a month on  
          the third Friday by a member of the parish.  
*    Epiphany Party  
*    Annual meeting Lunch hosted by the Vestry 
*    Vestry retreat 
*    Agape Dinner on Maundy Thursday 
*    Newcomers’ picnic and Mass in the Grass held at Lin Mar Garden  
*    All Saints Day Chili Lunch 
*    St. Andrew’s Day Lunch hosted by the choir 
*    Movie Nights hosted monthly by Greg and Karen Serwich 
                
These events not only enhance our fellowship but have proven to be a wonderful way to welcome  
newcomers. We strive to make sure that all events are communicated to parishioners, so that all can 
share in this fellowship. We break bread together in communion, worship and friendship. 
 
 
  

 
 

Welcoming Committee 
 
Greeters from the Welcoming Committee were available as usual for the first 
few months of 2020.  In March, services were held by Zoom and neither  
congregants nor visitors were allowed in church and greeters were not  
needed.  Greeters are looking forward to the time when the church will be 
open and greeters can resume their duties. 
 
If you would be willing to join us as a greeter in this important endeavor, please contact me. 
 

Submitted by, 
 
Maren Coates 
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Ministry of Care (formerly Pastoral Care) 
 

By the beginning of January 2020 the leadership of the Ministry of Care had transferred to Terri 
Jackman and Bonnielynn Kreiser.  The plan was to continue serving our parish under the guidelines 
set up by the capable team of the retiring cochairs, Charlotte Kennedy and Carol Poston.  And with 
the help of many in the Grace community, indeed we did.  At the beginning  
of the pandemic our rector asked for volunteers, who were still able, to contact 
Bonnielynn Kreiser to offer help with such needs as prayers, meals, rides,  
emergency errands, and cards of encouragement or celebration sent.  The  
list of Grace members willing to help is long.  Our clergy, Gloria Hopewell,  
Linda Packard, and Diane Luther, continue to provide direction and support. 
 
We also added contacting our more vulnerable and/or isolated parishioners on a 
somewhat regular basis to just show support.  And the clergy came up with the 
brilliant idea of providing consecrated communion wafers for our Zooming and streaming church 
service viewers to partake in the eucharist at the appropriate time.  Meanwhile the LEMs are taking 
a much needed rest before resuming in person delivery and participation in a prayer service. 
 
One thing became apparent.  Grace members, whether on the list of volunteers or not, were taking 
care of each other and still are.  The needs being met don’t always come through our committee 
which is as it should be.  This year and its challenges have stretched us.  And Grace has responded 
by living out our faith in ways never imagined.  Thank you all for being Christ for each other. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Bonnielynn Kreiser 
 
 

 
Servants Through Prayer 

 

Servants Through Prayer is the prayer ministry group at Grace Church. Our mem-
bers pray daily for the needs and concerns of our congregation. Anyone may ask 
for prayers by entering their request in the designated book in the back of 
church, by asking our rector or a member of the group directly, or by phoning 
Nancy in the church office.  
 
Each week an updated prayer list is printed in the eBlast and sent to the  
members of this group. All are encouraged to view it and pray for the concerns 

of our Grace family. There is also a “confidential prayer list” for people who  
are more comfortable with this arrangement. It is available only to those in the Servants Through Pray-
er group.  
 
Our members meet quarterly to review and update the prayer list. Anyone who would like to join 
our group would be most welcome.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

Karlyn Van Gelder  
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Addendum A: 2020 Annual Financial Report 
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Addendum B: 2021 Budget Presentation 
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