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STI’s Watchdog Program nears its end  
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Thirty years ago, STI’s Watch-
dog

®
 program was born. The 

Watchdog
®
 program is a free 

service that tests the cathodic 
protection of qualified sti-P3 
tanks over their 30-year war-
ranty life.  

Responding to federal re-
quirements 
The Watchdog

®
 program was 

developed in response to new 
federal EPA regulations for 
USTs that took effect on De-
cember 27, 1988. Under these 
rules: 

 All new USTs had to be 
installed with corrosion pro-
tection. 

 All existing tanks had to be 
upgraded with corrosion 
protection over the next ten 
years, by December 1998.  

 Tanks with cathodic protec-
tion were required to be 
tested within the first six months of installation and 
every three years thereafter.  

In contrast, prior to the 1988 rules, usually only one ca-
thodic protection (cp) reading was taken directly over the 
tank. Very few states had specific requirements.  

While monitoring is extremely effective, when mandated 
by regulation, it means one more contractor for a tank 
owner to hire and one more record to maintain.  

STI-P3 and Watchdog
®
  

The Watchdog
®
 program took the burden of federally-

required testing off the tank owner. STI has been a leader 
in updating cathodic protection test methods. STI cp test 
methods have been not only accepted by NACE (in their 
test method TM0101), but also throughout the country.  

The sti-P3 tank itself was developed in 1969. “P3” stands 
for three forms of protection: coatings, isolation, and an-
odes. The sti-P3 is the only tank capable of being moni-
tored for corrosion protection. 

“Thirty years ago, the industry did  not 
fully understand corrosion control prac-
tices,” said Wayne Geyer, Executive 
Vice President of STI/SPFA, “nor the 
need to verify and trust cathodic protec-
tion readings tp prove their tanks were 
protected from corrosion.” 

“Also, there were few knowl-
edgeable UST contractors fa-
miliar with proper tank testing 
methods for cp,” Geyer contin-
ued. “Significant education was 
needed to prove how effective 
corrosion protection is. To this 
day, steel tank fabricators 
vouch for sti-P3 as the most 
cost-effective technology to 
guard against external corro-
sion.”   

CP monitoring effective 
The percentage of tanks pass-
ing the NACE -850 mV criteria 
rose considerably in the 10-
year period from 1987 to 1997, 
increasing by more than 7%. 
This was partly due to better 
installation practices, corrective 
action by tank owners to fix 
continuity problems found in 
earlier tests, and improvements 
in tank design to make tank 
installation even easier. These 

factors were driven by increased testing and monitoring, 

including by the Watchdog® program. 

One way in which regulations have changed over the 
years is to require testers to have a certification. To help 
states with this requirement, STI has offered cathodic pro-
tection certification classes for approximately 15 years. 
We’ve certified more than 1,500 testers all across the US 
and even a few from further away. 

End of an era 
By 1987, nearly 30,000 sti-P3 tanks were being fabricated 
every year. By 1999, more than 100,000 tanks had been 

tested under the Watchdog® program.  

But as tank owners rebranded their stations and second-
ary containment regulations were developed, the number 
of operational sti-P3 tanks declined. Other steel tank tech-
nologies were developed that did not require corrosion 
monitoring.  

The Watchdog® program will wind down over the next few 

years, as the last of the covered sti-P3 tanks meet their 30
-year warranty life.  

“STI’s goal 30 years ago was to make life easier for both 
the tank owner and the regulators overseeing the then 
brand-new federal regulations,” said Geyer. “The Watch-
dog

®
  program conducted thousands of cp tests over the 

past 30 years, and we feel we have accomplished that 
goal.”  

“Photos like this demonstrate the effectiveness of a good 
coating coupled with cathodic protection,” says Geyer. 
“This sti-P3 tank was at least 28 years old when it was 
pulled and it looks as good as the day it was installed!”  




