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The Courtesy Boat Inspection program is the first line of
defense against the spread of invasive aquatic plants.  This
newsletter is a way for inspectors around the state of Maine to
stay connected and informed.

Do you have a great CBI story?  Would you like to share your
experiences with other CBIs around the state? Submit an
article with photo to mary@leamaine.org and maybe you will
be in the next CBI Newsletter!

What makes a good inspection?
The ability to approach and speak to
boaters is one of the most important skills
an inspector needs to be effective.
 Creating a relationship with boaters is an
important step which allows an inspector
to educate the boater about the
importance of self inspection. Each year
CBIs across the state watch the Courtesy
Boat Inspector training video.  For years
this video has been and continues to be a
valuable tool for CBIs.  It illustrates how
an inspector can approach a boater and
the positive, friendly attitude with which
the inspection process should take place.
No matter how many times you have
seen it this video will always provide good
information.  Watch it now!

Updated Inspection Form
At this year's Milfoil Summit many coordinators brought up the fact that
there are multiple lakes of the same name in one state. When a boater
reports that their previous waterbody visited was Long Pond in Maine that
can create some confusion.  The DEP decided to
update the form to include town along with the lake name.  This will give inspectors
another way to engage the boater and increase the depth of the data collected.  We have
also added a clarification in the top two lines.  We changed the "Time" box to "Shift Time".
This space is where you write in your actual shift time. If you have a busy day and there is
more than one form the top two lines on all should be identical.  Click on the photo of the
inspection form to download a copy.   
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Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg? 
The "word" above is the name of a lake in central Massachusetts. While this 
is an extreme case there may be times when you have trouble spelling a lake
name. Many times inspectors will take their best guess and sound out the spelling
of a lake name.  While this method is better than not writing anything this is an

area where we can improve the inspection form data. The Lakes of Maine website is a
great source; not only for the correct lake names but also as a general resource for water
quality and lake research data.  Visit the website: www.lakesofmaine.org today. Once in
the Lakes of Maine web site, you can easily call up an alphabetical list of all lakes in Maine. 
Simply click in the lake search box on the home page, and without entering any criteria in
the box, hit "Search". You get an alphabetical list of all lakes in the database, each one
hyperlinked to the lake's page.

The Importance of Good Data
Each summer Courtesy Boat Inspectors conduct tens of thousands of inspections. Each
inspection is documented and at the end of the season the DEP enters that information into
a database. The more inspections that are done the more vital and robust our program
becomes.  Each inspector within their organization adds to the pool of data collected from
hundreds of people throughout the state.  You are not alone!  We all work together to
maintain and enhance this program.  

There are some very common mistakes that occur in almost every one of Maine's 50+
CBI programs. Some mistakes are small and don't seem to be a big deal but when you
multiply that mistake by a hundred it can cause a drop in the quality of overall data.  Here
are a couple of hints to help you improve your data collection:

1.  The most common mistakes are leaving something blank, usually forgetting to circle
whether someone has a sticker or if there were plants found on the boat. These seem like
small things but they are also the easiest to fix.

2.  Make sure that the top two lines of your form are filled out completely and accurately.
Remember that if you have more than one survey form per shift the top two lines on all
forms should be identical.

3.  Write legibly!  Before turning your inspection forms in make sure the handwriting is neat
and readable.  If you have had issues with handwriting in the past show it to someone else
and if they can't read parts of it redo it! You can always transcribe an inspection form at the
end of your shift.

4.  Always double check your inspection forms at the end of your shift.  Make sure
each line is filled out entirely.  If you have forgotten to circle something it is better to catch
it early as the inspections you did that day will be fresh in your mind.  

Check out these inspection forms from last year.  See if you can find the mistakes.

   
 

"Clean, Drain, Dry" - New message for boaters
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Spiny Water Fleas  Photo by
Emily DeBolt,  Lake George

Assn.

Spiny Water Flea on fishing line. Photo by
Emily DeBolt

Maine DEP Invasive Species staff urges Courtesy Boat Inspectors (CBI) to express to
boaters the importance of emptying live wells, bait buckets and bilge water to prevent the
introduction of spiny water flea (and other tiny invasive organisms) to Maine lakes. Found
in Lake Champlain in late summer 2014, the spiny water flea poses a threat to native
fishery food sources.   
 
Originating in Eurasia, spiny water flea isn't a flea at all but a
zooplankton (tiny animal). This tiny invasive zooplankton is
easily overlooked by humans because of their size (less
than ½ inch when mature). Humans are primarily
responsible for their rapid spread.  Besides easy transport
in standing water, spiny water fleas also attach to fishing
lines, nets, waders, lures, anchors, and motors. At peak
abundance fishing may become impossible because so
many have attached to lines preventing the angler from
reeling in the line (see the picture). 
 
The ½ inch spiny water flea has a long barbed tail, collects
on lines as a gelatinous blob and lives in open, cold waters.
The long barbed tail protects it from predators, particularly small fish and the young of
larger fish. It is a voracious predator of organisms eaten by native plankton and fish,
leading to direct competition for food of native species and ultimately affecting the food
web.
 
Maine waters are a hospitable environment for the spiny water flea as it adapts rapidly to
environmental extremes (low temperatures, low dissolved oxygen, and a wide range of
pH). About the only thing it cannot tolerate is desiccation; both the eggs and adults do not
survive drying out.
 

Therefore, the most effective way to prevent
the spread of spiny water flea is for boaters to
drain their bilge, live wells, and bait buckets
before leaving the rampas well as inspect and
completely dry all part of their boat, trailer, and
fishing equipment before launching into another
water body (five days in the sun is
recommended).  Complete drying will kill all life
stages of the spiny water flea. DEP Invasive
Species staff realizes complete drying isn't
practical in many instances but it's something
inspectors can recommend to boaters to further

limit the spread of invasive species.
 
Based on past CBI data, we know that boats from Lake Champlain visit Maine lakes. Maine
CBI's can help reduce the risk of spread of these tiny creatures by sharing the prevention
message "Clean, Drain, Dry". See the "Where and What to Inspect" section on page 3 in
the CBI Handbook for more information on the message and visit the Lake Champlain
Basin Program website for more information on the spiny water
flea:http://www.lcbp.org/water-environment/aquatic-invasive-species/ais-in-the-lak/ 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fz65LLi4LZpmNoJ5U-8C4zB-LwiCWFsxMpHNxI4BjgUa6LXZ7HLChpUDjrMQ4nK2i0xEmqCJ1dh2HQ88x6XmPiupFL_x7SJht5nw31mN1r9-sFGNLNnucD8WnPxq0GQRRRdBTaP9we2zJ0PQ1_pcBK0m0YbLE-QFTaeomk1eN5LzMlTnH8Yl1EcHXS8qQJR4ld2Y3pmYqH7xKNjj_1Ov62rjf6GxU_HhBJYesAsdN-G8RGic_dIXjCZXBCaxR1rnTy8sCBsu-CA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fz65LLi4LZpmNoJ5U-8C4zB-LwiCWFsxMpHNxI4BjgUa6LXZ7HLChpUDjrMQ4nK28xZWYT6kiCOzjQEaUjnPgyn_yNpJH11paADeEXJ013tMb31HKbUOvpFG3sSDYxK8qshE4adx3v1oTyaeHZa_XJaQW-nH_S2CqfsmsjvB7stgslZZPABgHcJ8lFeOil3LDz_VCUaK5Prd5a0QbntJo5lz9l9jTsDYA64FYyHnKbw9VE2oHTkY3PNkNL9b__Rp-Yq3BAICZcI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fz65LLi4LZpmNoJ5U-8C4zB-LwiCWFsxMpHNxI4BjgUa6LXZ7HLChhpJbhWv47f9qXUnqfIsB71ciccBnRuqmQ4JwZu1NU5cxdz_XkXcWpBKZZEN2GV_5g6PfXd13_fs7HsRXCPHv61W0nYMKMNsPBDHzSvF8AQwVPdpnAxGJHAE1ByWePBEqbKjz_0uERL1MZgW7M--Z4t0zgKFd4BvcX4i8q6OmCjE27ImR8EO7h1OgtUyMP5IsJoYSMZVwuqZ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fz65LLi4LZpmNoJ5U-8C4zB-LwiCWFsxMpHNxI4BjgUa6LXZ7HLChpUDjrMQ4nK2x5mbjZreYeWSmysa0FwgxBOIiEytro1ctcvX3AUI44a85eC9kmVFN4xmYQk-ibeJxLK7qf631yXno95iQTYQZELDmUQf6XOYuTI0ZuxG5ghDHN_7g9yaS2UCPDH2HyXq7L2MxbxVe-SMRFIVbHrS0TYXC2yjEnJrQmUK2QR1zkhUsYwF5gsLsocTA67NApTM&c=&ch=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1113948681428&a=1120949589238&ea=

