The Invested Life - Making Disciples
It is certainly true that we have a big world to reach for Christ and that it takes big acts of God to reach it. It’s also true that sometimes Jesus and Paul moved fast, thought big, and focused on the many. They wanted to tell the whole world the good news that the Kingdom of God was at hand, accessible to anyone who would truly repent – turn back to God – and trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for life eternal and abundant. Indeed, we should be no less passionate about reaching our big world than they were.
But preaching to the masses and doing dramatic public miracles were not all that Jesus and Paul did. They made it their mission to make disciples, and thus they dramatically multiplied the impact of their ministries. They built fully devoted, trained, and experienced followers. They invested heavily in these small, select bands of leaders until they were equipped with so much love and so much spiritual capital that they were ready to advance God’s Kingdom and radically change the culture, despite intense opposition.
Jesus and Paul were great preachers of the gospel. But neither believed that heralding the Good News was enough. Nor did they believe that helping people enter the Kingdom of God, or even becoming part of a local church congregation, was enough, not in and of itself.
No, their passion was to reproduce themselves and raise up more laborers to go into the fields, so white for harvest. Jesus and Paul were looking for far more than devotees; they were looking for dedicated and disciplined disciples – men and women ready, willing, and able to be used by God to lead a global spiritual revolution.  
They also understood that such disciples are made, not born.
Faithful followers who can become leaders, guiding others to a deeper, more powerful relationship with the Father, do not grow on trees. They must be recruited and cared for and trained and fashioned and tested by fire.
Jesus’ preaching to the masses didn’t set the world on fire, though he was the very Word become flesh. What set the world on fire – what ignited the great spiritual revolution known as Christianity – was the handful of disciples that Jesus made and unleashed to go preach the gospel and make even more disciples.
There are many ministries to which a person may be called within the context of a healthy, fruitful local church, an “investor” church. But each ministry – whatever it is and wherever it is performed – must have a central mission: making disciples. This is true whether you are a pastor, a missionary, a youth leader, a Sunday school teacher, a music leader, a small-group Bible study leader, or simply a mom, dad, or other brother or sister in Christ.
It is not enough merely to serve in whatever specific ministry area to which God as called. As God invests in you, you must invest in others. You must know them more deeply, love them more sacrificially, pray with them more regularly, train them more fully, and deploy them more effectively to obey the Great Commandments and fulfill the Great Commission.
This is the invested life.
This is the life to which God has called you.
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