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MONUMENTAL MAMMOTH 
A Public Art Project Celebrating 

Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument 
 

 

Southern Nevada will soon have an iconic, life-sized Columbian Mammoth sculpture, inspired 
by the Tule Springs National Monument. The sculpture will symbolize Nevada’s rich Pleistocene 
past while highlighting the importance of protecting and preserving the Tule Springs Fossil 
Beds National Monument, a National Park Service unit minutes away from the Las Vegas Valley. 

Seventeen-year old visionary, Tahoe Mack, conceived the Monumental Mammoth for her Girl 
Scout Gold Award project. The project’s non-profit partner, Protectors of Tule Springs, is 
collaborating with Tahoe to bring this monumental sculpture to life. Tahoe and Protectors 
invite the Las Vegas community to participate in this public art project, which will serve as a 
trailhead feature that entices the public to enjoy and explore their national monument.  

The designation of Tule Springs National Monument came about through the efforts of a broad 
coalition of community partners, who worked together over an 8-year period to save and 
protect these lands.  With an overall budget of $150,000, the Monumental Mammoth will 
require a similar community effort.   

Your participation through a monetary gift or in-kind donation of goods or services, will show 
your commitment to the community, belief in the importance of preserving the future by 
protecting the past, the benefits of public lands and outdoor experiences, and the benefits of 
working together to achieve monumental things. 

More details about the project and our needs are contained in the following pages. Monetary 
donations may be made online at https://protectorsoftulesprings.org/get-involved/#donate or 
by mailing a check to Protectors of Tule Springs at the address below.  To make an in-kind 
commitment or get more information please contact: 

Tahoe Mack        or  Sherri Grotheer, Director 
    doodlelove58@gmail.com   Protectors of Tule Springs 
 Phone   702-466-0285   517 S. 9

th
 Street 

    702-328-4233   Las Vegas, NV  89101 
       SherriG@ProtectorsofTuleSprings.org 
       Phone 702-591-1858 
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The Concept 

 

 Standing nearly 14 feet tall and 20 feet long from tusk to tail, the 
internal structure of the mammoth will be ¼-inch plate steel formed to 
represent the bony structures that became the fossils of Tule Springs.  

 The mammoth “skin” will be composed of metal retrieved from the 
monument lands during efforts to clean up years of illegal dumping, 
emphasizing the importance of conservation and sustainability in your 
backyard. 

 Glass retrieved during cleanup efforts will create an embedded collage 
in the sculpture foundation, representing the tules (tall grasses) and 
streams that covered the Las Vegas valley during the Pleistocene era. 

 The trailhead installation will include interpretive information about the 
symbolic elements portrayed by the artwork, reinforcing the 
connection between those symbols and the efforts to protect Tule 
Springs. 
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The Artists 
Inspired by her vision, two well-established sculpture artists have committed 
to mentoring Tahoe’s project and oversee the construction of the 
Monumental Mammoth.  
 

Luis Varela-Rico  
 
Luis, who will oversee the creating of the internal 
steel structure of the Monumental Mammoth is an 
aspiring industrial designer.  Born in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, he has been a resident of Las Vegas for over 
twenty years.  

He originally 
gained notoriety 

for his guerilla installations. Luis’ pieces are now a 
well-known part of the valley’s public art scene.  

Creative yet mechanically, inclined, Luis uses his skills 
to create forms that have function.  His art marries 
the lightness, relative flexibility, and delicate nature of 
paper with the industriousness and strength of steel. 

Dana Albany 

Dana Albany will lead the creative effort to create the 

mammoth’s exterior “skin” with the found artifacts 

collected from the monument.  

In 1994, Dana began making sculptures out of salvaged 

materials found on the streets of San Francisco. Her art 

work emerges from a mixed palate of recycled and 

discarded materials that are either symbolically 

representative as a whole concept or evoke new 

meaning by transforming materials out of their original 

context.  

Despite having no formal training, Dana has been very 

successful and has exhibited for the San Francisco Arts 

Commission, SOMAR Gallery, produced several large-

scale sculptures for Burning Man, and has been hired 

to assist and collaborate on numerous permanent 

public art installations in San Francisco, Sacramento, 

and Seattle. 
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Community Collaboration & Education 

 

A major focus of this project is bringing our community together to 
accomplish a goal, while simultaneously educating the public about the 
importance of the hidden treasure in their backyard.  Community students, 
business leaders, local artists, organizations, neighbors and friends will 
contribute their existing skills, materials, and knowledge by:  

 Participating in monument clean ups and collection of “found 
objects” for use in the sculpture 

 Assisting artists during the fabrication process 

 Aiding in student led creation of foundation collage  

 Collaborating with project team  

 Connecting the project team with potential resources 

 Contributing materials needs or financial assistance 
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Fabrication Facility 

Warehouse/Studio space (≈ 6,000 sf  
with 24-25’ ceiling clearance & electric) 

Storage Facility 

 

Fabrication Materials 

Steel - 24 sheets 10ft x 5ft x .25in hot 
rolled mild steel (A36) 

Reinforced concrete foundation 

Rough electric to foundation 

Internal lighting system 

 

Supplies & Equipment (to borrow or 
rent) 

Generator 

Tig welder 

Plasma Cutter 

Oxy/Acetylene torch 

Oxygen & Acetylene Tanks 

Welding table 

Grinder 

Power hammer 

Scaffolding 

Industrial Shelving 

Forklift 

Construction helmets 

Cones 

Caution tape  

Work lights  

 

Supplies & Equip (cont.) 

Leather smocks 

Welder gloves 

Welder helmets 

Work gloves 

Safety goggles 

Safety visibility vests  

 

Installation Needs 

Boom crane with operator 

Flatbed lowboy truck with operator  

Floodlights  

 

People & Professional Services 

Volunteers for clean-ups   

Electrical and Lighting  

PR/Communications/Marketing/
Promotions  

Graphic Designer/Artist 

Videographer 

Crews for construction/welding/
installation 

Crane Operator 

Flatbed Truck Operator 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Needs. . . 
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About Protectors of Tule Springs 

Protectors of Tule Springs was founded in 2006 to 
advocate for the preservation of the unique 
paleontological and biological resources contained in the 
last undeveloped portions of the Upper Las Vegas Wash 
Basin, before they were forever lost to more roads, 
housing and commercial development. A small group of 
North Las Vegas residents began an 8-year effort to 
forever protect what was nearly lost. 

Protectors’ public awareness campaign evolved into a partnership with a diverse 
group of organizations and a broad base of public support to make the area a 
National Park Monument, created through an act of Congress. 

Protectors of Tule Springs now serves as the non-profit partner of the National Park 
Service’s management of the Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument, holding 
educational events for the public, acting as the volunteer force to clean-up and 
protect the monument and its resources, and providing direct monetary aid to the 
National Park Service where the its budget falls short of the monument’s needs. 

About Tule Springs Fossil Beds  
National Monument 

 
During the ice ages the 23,000 acres  that is now the 
Tule Springs National Monument (TUSK) was a wetlands 
and home to ice age animals such as the Columbian 
mammoth, ground sloth, camel, bison, dire wolf, saber 
tooth cat, llama, and North American lion. 

The area contains the single largest assemblage of Ice Age fossils in the Southwest, 
spanning geologic history from 7,000 to 500,000+ years past. It is a continuous record 
found nowhere else., and has been called one of the 
most scientifically significant fossil deposits in the 
North American continent. 

The science of Carbon-14 dating was tested here 
during the “Big Dig” in 1962 when a team of 
scientists, funded by the National Science 
Foundation, spent four months documenting  and 
excavating fossils. The trenches they left behind are 
now part of a National Historic Register site.  

It is also one of the last remaining areas where one 
can find the Las Vegas Buckwheat and Bearpoppy, which are endangered plant species. 
The protected desert tortoise roams the area, as well as coyotes, bobcats, roadrunners, 
jackrabbits and many other desert creatures. 


