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THE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD STUDENT WRITING CHALLENGE
IS NOW ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS FROM 9-12TH GRADE STUDENTS
IN THE UNITED STATES TO COMPETE FOR CASH PRIZES.

We are accepting 500-750 word essays that answer: 
IIn your life, what has prepared you to follow Gerald Ford’s example of
answering the call to serve, especially if the call is unexpected?
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On August 9, 1974, Gerald R. Ford was sworn in as the 38th President of
the United States, making him the first person in American history to
assume the office neither being elected to it nor the vice presidency.

In his remarks after taking the oath of office he said, “I assume the
Presidency under extraordinary circumstances never before
experienced by Americans. This is an hour of history that troubles our
minds and hurts our hearts. … I have not sought this enormous
responsibility, but I will not shirk it. Those who nominated and
confirmed me as Vice President were my friends and are my friends.
They were of both parties, elected by all the people and acting under
the Constitution in their name. It is only fitting then that I should
pledge to them and to you that I will be the President of all the
people.”

Though he did not seek the Presidency, Ford recognized it as, “a duty to
be done,” and he answered the call to serve his country. He had his
doubts, but he did not hesitate. 

In your life, what has prepared you to follow Gerald Ford’s example?
When your friends, family, school, or community might ask you to step
up and help, especially for a duty you are reluctant to embrace, will you
be prepared to answer the call to service? 
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