Deschutes Estuary Restoration Team
~ Microplastics Sampling Training ~

Have you heard about the rising concerns regarding microplastics, infiltrating our ecosystems and our water? Did you know that recent research found that as much as 81% of tap water samples tested from global sources contained plastic microfibers? Are you interested in helping to improve the health of your local community and environment? Become a volunteer and join the Deschutes Estuary Restoration Team (DERT) for a free training in microplastic beach sampling protocols on the morning of Saturday, July 29th! We will learn to collect data on microplastics in our community and you will have the opportunity to continue to participate in future community science sampling events.
Microplastics are defined as plastic particles smaller than 5mm which are produced by a number of plastic sources, ranging from microflakes produced from the degradation of plastic waste to microbeads from beauty products and microfibers from our clothing. Research in microplastic transport by the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory sited the South and Central Salish Sea as hot spots for microplastic accumulation, citing the long residence time of water in these regions given the geography of the Salish Sea’s interconnected sub-basins. 
You can be a first responder to this unfolding legacy of plastic pollution and help contribute to the growing body of scientific knowledge that is the foundation of change. Join our volunteer network and email olydert@gmail.com to be included in this amazing opportunity to contribute to community science, learn cool new skills, and join with likeminded people for the betterment of the amazing place we call home! We will respond to your email quickly with site and training information.
What: Microplastics Sampling Training
Where: Private residence and beach off of Fishtrap Loop NE Olympia, WA 98506
When: 0800-1200 on Saturday, July 29th 
Who: YOU and the Deschutes Estuary Restoration Team (DERT)
It will take roughly 15-20 min to reach this destination from Downtown Olympia, so please give yourself enough time to get there on time.
Please note that there are about 130 steps down to the beach on a narrow staircase. If this presents an accessibility issue for you or another attendee, please let us know and we will work to accommodate your needs. Alternatively, we can also take this into account for future trainings and notify of our next training at a more suitable location. Thank you for your understanding.
