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PAIR Project 
PAIR Abstracts – March 2024
1. WM (Brazil). Defensive, DOE: 03/24/2021, 1-year on 03/23/2022. Filed I-589 on 09/13/2023.  
Client is a 33-year-old Brazilian man who has been psychologically and physically abused, as well as endured sexual violence, due to his sexual orientation. Client has known he is gay since he was 2 years old, but did not internalize it until later in his life because of the widespread homophobia in Brazil. Family and friends have inflicted harm on him from a young age because of this and ultimately shut him out entirely. Upon finding out of his orientation, his father attempted to stab him. Client is also a survivor of domestic violence at the hands of his abusive first boyfriend. He became obsessed with client after the breakup and proceeded to repeatedly threaten his life, sending armed men to kill him on several occasions. Police officers laughed in client’s face when he tried to seek protection from his ex-boyfriend. Client acquired HIV from this partner, and currently lives in fear at the thought of returning to his difficult life in Brazil.


2. SLB (Republic of Congo), Defensive, DOE: 09/27/2023, 1-year on 09/26/2024. Needs I-589. Upcoming MCH: 02/27/2024. 

Client is a 21-year old man who fled the Republic of Congo due to the danger he faced on account of his father’s political involvement. Client’s father was a well known political organizer for the Initiative for Democracy in Congo (IDC) who worked closely with his community and mobilized people to vote. Following the IDC’s loss in 2016, Client’s father and uncles were arrested alongside the party’s leader. The police continued to search for Client and the rest of his family members after his father’s death given their relation to him. In efforts to preserve his life, members of his community helped Client live in hiding for five years. Ultimately, they gave him a ticket to seek permanent safety outside of the country.




3. GEC (Honduras), Defensive, DOE: 07/03/2023, 1-year deadline on 07/02/2024. MCH: 09/24/2025. Has not filed I-589. Eldest child ages out in 2030. 
Client is a 32-year-old woman who fears returning to Honduras and Mexico with her four kids due to the violence and death threats they have endured. Client was in danger when the partner of her ex husband plotted her murder to take away her kids. Following this, she found herself in several domestic violence situations where Client and her children were physically abused. One of these partners repeatedly assaulted of one of Client’s son’s and threatened him to force him to remain silent. Client attempted to report her partner to the police after learning of the sexual violence, but his status as a military veteran shielded him from any repercussions. At the time, a gang was threatening Client to pay the money her partner owed. These death threats, together with the knowledge her children could never be safe from their abuser, propelled Client to seek safety for her family in the United States.


4. PO (Nigeria), Affirmative, DOE: 09/06/2023, 1-year on 09/05/2024. Has not filed I-589.
Client is a 36-year-old man who fled Nigeria due to the threats, violence, and shame he endured on account of his sexual orientation. Throughout his upbringing, many speculated about Client’s sexuality because he was rarely seen with women. Consequently he was subjected to insults and attacks by his peers from a young age. The violence only worsened as he got older. Client has survived many physical attacks, as well as online set-ups that resulted in beatings and blackmail. When a mob threatened to hurt Client and expose him to his employer if he did not leave his home, he knew his life would be in danger as long as he resided in Nigeria. If he were to return, his orientation would continue to be assumed and no police forces would protect him.


       5.   FK (Zanzibar), Affirmative, DOE: 09/19/2022, 1-year on 09/18/2023. Filed, receipted on 05/12/2023. 

Client is a 36-year old woman who fears returning to Zanzibar because of the repercussions she would face as a Muslim lesbian woman. Although Client agreed to marry a man to comply with parental and societal demands, she secretly continued dating the woman she loved. Client’s husband ultimately uncovered her hidden relationship after spying on her. After their relationship became public, they experienced an attack that took Client’s girlfriend’s life. This forced Client to relocate internally and change her identity. Her family began receiving threats from her lover’s family, as well as religious leaders, stating she should be executed. Upon receiving an interview notice from the police about the incident, Client began to make arrangements to seek safety in the United States.


5. CCM (El Salvador), Defensive, DOE: 05/20/2023, 1-year on 05/19/2024. MCH: 07/16/2025. Has not filed I-589. *Derivative ages out in 2033. 

Client is a 30-year-old woman who fled El Salvador to escape her manipulative abusive partner. Although Client had been with her partner for over ten years, the violence began following the birth of their oldest son. Her partner became increasingly obsessive, using physical, psychological, and sexual abuse to control her life. He would constantly penalize her for cheating even though the allegations were far from true. The extent of the violence made it difficult for her to be the main provider of the household, as well as pushed her away from her family. Ultimately, she left her partner and hid in a different neighborhood with her two children.  However, since her partner’s brother is part of MS-13, Client knew she was not safe anywhere in El Salvador given the gang’s presence.


6. SK (Turkey), Defensive, DOE: 09/07/2023, 1-year on 09/06/2024. MCH: 05/06/2025. Has not filed. 

Client is a 33-year-old Turkish woman who escaped domestic violence to seek safety, as well as political and religious freedom, in the United States. It was ingrained in Client from an early age that she must serve her family and practice Islam. Refusal to comply with either of the latter would always result in physical abuse inflicted by her brother and sometimes her mother. This ranged from beatings to strangulation. Client’s brother frequently controlled her life by forcing her to be a Muslim, taking her out of school, and destroying her works that advocated for women’s rights. Client’s family tried to force her to marry a Muslim man. However, because she was an embarrassment for her family and entirely isolated by her village as an atheist, she fled the country before they could seal her fate.


7. LRF (Ecuador), Defensive, DOE: 10/27/2023, 1-year on 10/26/2024. Needs I-589, on dedicated docket. Upcoming MCH: 05/20/2024. *Derivative ages out in 2027

Client is a 40-year-old Ecuadorian woman who has faced verbal, physical, and sexual abuse because she is an indigenous Kichwa and a disabled woman. Throughout her life, Client has been mistreated on account of the latter by immediate family members, her partner, employers, neighbors, and strangers. She endured degrading treatment from her half-brothers, including beatings and insults, which prompted her to leave her family at a young age. After years of surviving on her own, she began a relationship with the father of her children that eventually became abusive. She was able to extricate herself from the relationship after 14 years of abuse, but was immediately targeted by a gang which threatened to harm her and destroy her livelihood if she did not pay them “rent” and sell drugs for them.Given the obstacles she has faced her whole life in Ecuador, Client knew seeking safety elsewhere was her only option.

8. WM (Haiti), Defensive, DOE: 06/27/2023, 1-year on 06/26/2024. Needs I-589. Upcoming MCH: 01/09/2025. 

Client is a 29-year-old man who fled Haiti due to the repercussions he would face as a result of his political activism. Client was part of a group that supported young people who could not go to school, as well as elderly people. They routinely protested against the government because of the barriers to education and Haiti’s ongoing economic crisis. Client was beaten and detained without food by the police because he dared to protest. Client went on to speak against the abuse he endured at the hands of the police in defiance of their threats to kill him if he protested again. This prompted the death threats to escalate; thus, Client fled to Chile to save enough money for his journey to the United States.


9. JM (Dominican Republic), Defensive, DOE: 04/13/2022, 1-year on 04/12/2023. Filed on 04/04/2023. Upcoming MCH: 03/06/2024

Client is a 44-year-old Dominican woman who survived extensive abuse, as well as death threats, in the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica. Apart from the physical and emotional abuse Client endured, her ex-partner also tried to hurt her daughter. She was under threat to not report anything to the police or else he would hurt her family. Client risked seeking help from the police and a government office, but to no avail. His high-ranking in the Dominican Republic’s army made him untouchable. Despite relocating several times within Costa Rica, her ex-partner found her every time. The severity of his death threats pushed her to seek refuge in Mexico, where she was eventually granted asylum. Subsequent to obtaining asylum in Mexico, incidents transpired that made the family feel unsafe. Now in the US, Client and her daughters seek the safety they have not been able to obtain thus far.
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