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PAIR Project 
PAIR Abstracts – April 2024
1. GEC (Honduras), Defensive, DOE: 07/03/2023, 1-year deadline on 07/02/2024. MCH: 09/24/2025. Has not filed I-589. Eldest child ages out in 2030. 
Client is a 32-year-old woman who fears returning to Honduras and Mexico with her four kids due to the violence and death threats they have endured. Client was in danger when the partner of her ex husband plotted her murder to take away her kids. Following this, she found herself in several domestic violence situations where Client and her children were physically abused. One of these partners repeatedly assaulted of one of Client’s son’s and threatened him to force him to remain silent. Client attempted to report her partner to the police after learning of the sexual violence, but his status as a military veteran shielded him from any repercussions. At the time, a gang was threatening Client to pay the money her partner owed. These death threats, together with the knowledge her children could never be safe from their abuser, propelled Client to seek safety for her family in the United States.



2. CCM (El Salvador), Defensive, DOE: 05/20/2023, 1-year on 05/19/2024. MCH: 07/16/2025. Has not filed I-589. *Derivative ages out in 2033. 

Client is a 30-year-old woman who fled El Salvador to escape her manipulative abusive partner. Although Client had been with her partner for over ten years, the violence began following the birth of their oldest son. Her partner became increasingly obsessive, using physical, psychological, and sexual abuse to control her life. He would constantly penalize her for cheating even though the allegations were far from true. The extent of the violence made it difficult for her to be the main provider of the household, as well as pushed her away from her family. Ultimately, she left her partner and hid in a different neighborhood with her two children.  However, since her partner’s brother is part of MS-13, Client knew she was not safe anywhere in El Salvador given the gang’s presence.




3. LRF (Ecuador), Defensive, DOE: 10/27/2023, 1-year on 10/26/2024. Needs I-589, on dedicated docket. Upcoming MCH: 05/20/2024. *Derivative ages out in 2027

Client is a 40-year-old Ecuadorian woman who has faced verbal, physical, and sexual abuse because she is an indigenous Kichwa and a disabled woman. Throughout her life, Client has been mistreated on account of the latter by immediate family members, her partner, employers, neighbors, and strangers. She endured degrading treatment from her half-brothers, including beatings and insults, which prompted her to leave her family at a young age. After years of surviving on her own, she began a relationship with the father of her children that eventually became abusive. She was able to extricate herself from the relationship after 14 years of abuse, but was immediately targeted by a gang which threatened to harm her and destroy her livelihood if she did not pay them “rent” and sell drugs for them.Given the obstacles she has faced her whole life in Ecuador, Client knew seeking safety elsewhere was her only option.

4. WM (Haiti), Defensive, DOE: 06/27/2023, 1-year on 06/26/2024. Needs I-589. Upcoming MCH: 01/09/2025. 

Client is a 29-year-old man who fled Haiti due to the repercussions he would face as a result of his political activism. Client was part of a group that supported young people who could not go to school, as well as elderly people. They routinely protested against the government because of the barriers to education and Haiti’s ongoing economic crisis. Client was beaten and detained without food by the police because he dared to protest. Client went on to speak against the abuse he endured at the hands of the police in defiance of their threats to kill him if he protested again. This prompted the death threats to escalate; thus, Client fled to Chile to save enough money for his journey to the United States.


5. JM (Dominican Republic), Defensive, DOE: 04/13/2022, 1-year on 04/12/2023. Filed on 04/04/2023. Upcoming MCH: 03/06/2024

Client is a 44-year-old Dominican woman who survived extensive abuse, as well as death threats, in the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica. Apart from the physical and emotional abuse Client endured, her ex-partner also tried to hurt her daughter. She was under threat to not report anything to the police or else he would hurt her family. Client risked seeking help from the police and a government office, but to no avail. His high-ranking in the Dominican Republic’s army made him untouchable. Despite relocating several times within Costa Rica, her ex-partner found her every time. The severity of his death threats pushed her to seek refuge in Mexico, where she was eventually granted asylum. Subsequent to obtaining asylum in Mexico, incidents transpired that made the family feel unsafe. Now in the US, Client and her daughters seek the safety they have not been able to obtain thus far.



6. HMNW (Myanmar), Affirmative, DOE: 01/21/2020, entered on F-1, expired on December 2024, currently has TPS. Has not filed. No interpreter needed. 
Client is a 22-year-old-man who is scared to return to Myanmar because he fears he will be jailed for his digital activism. In 2021, Myanmar’s military junta overthrew the nation’s democratically elected government. While Client was studying in Boston, he brainstormed initiatives to help uplift his community at home. He created an organization that produces content on professional development, combating propaganda, and global news in efforts to boost the morale of Burmese youth. Its large following has led Client to receive numerous hate comments and threats daily. Since his content goes against the military regime’s media guidelines, he could face up to ten years in jail if he were forced to return to Myanmar.  




7. AB (Mauritania), Defensive, DOE: 05/24/2023, 1-year on 05/23/2024. Has not filed, PAIR mentor will work on I-589 filing. Upcoming MCH: 08/01/2025. 
Client is a 27-year-old man who fled Mauritania after he was subjected to torture, as well as physical attacks, on account of his Halpulaar ethnicity. In Mauritania, the inhumane treatment of the country’s black ethnic groups has been normalized for decades. Halpulaar are arbitrarily killed, stripped of their land, and treated as slaves. Client has advocated for the rights of Black Mauritanians since his youth by teaching citizens how to vote and coordinating demonstrations. He endured many beatings during protests and survived horrifying torture while arbitrarily detained. Client fears returning to Mauritania because the police are targeting members of the anti-slavery group he belongs to. He successfully escaped after they threatened to kill him, but one of his colleagues did not share the same fate. Given that the Mauritanian government perpetuates violence towards its black citizens, Client could not be safe anywhere in the country. 
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