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1. OJMM (Venezuela). Defensive. DOE: 01/20/2022. One Year Deadline: 01/19/2022. MCH 05/03/2023 at 9:00 AM, IJ Furlong. 

Client is a thirty-two-year-old man from Venezuela who fears returning due to political persecution as well as his sexual orientation. Client worked for the government as a supervisor of hundreds of other government employees. Over time, Client’s opposition to the Maduro regime grew. He started to attend political protests and mobilize other dissidents to demonstrate against the president. Near the end of 2016, Client began receiving a number of anonymous threats warning him that he would face consequences if he did not reconsider his political views. In early 2017, he was attacked on the street by two masked men who repeated the same threats and left him almost dead on the street. After recovering from the attack, Client fled Venezuela. Client spent the next few years in other South American countries before coming to the U.S., facing discrimination and homophobia wherever he moved. Client also fears returning to Venezuela because he is gay. He is terrified he would be killed if he were to return.

2. NTA (Democratic Republic of the Congo). Defensive. Date of Acceptance: 10/28/2022. DOE: 12/12/2021. One Year Deadline: 12/11/2022. 
Client is a twenty-seven-year-old woman from the DRC who fears returning because of her tribal group, nationality, and religion. Client is Christian and a member of the Lokele tribe. In 2010, Client’s family was attacked by a militant Islamist group and Client’s mother was killed. Client believes this attack was because of her family’s nationality and tribal identity. After the attack, Client and her family moved to a different town hundreds of miles away, but were still found by the group. Fearing harm, Client escaped to Brazil in 2018. Shortly after her escape, the militant group invaded her family’s home, raped her sister, and threatened to kill the rest of her family. While in Brazil, Client could not find safety; she was sexually abused by her uncle and faced discrimination as an African immigrant. Client fled to the U.S. in 2021 and feels safe and supported here. 

3. JVA (Colombia). Defensive. DOE: 04/08/2022. One Year Deadline: 04/07/2023. MCH 02/07/2024 at 9:00 AM, IJ Sady.
Client is a thirty-year-old man from Colombia who fears returning due to his sexual orientation. After he came out as gay as a teenager, Client faced constant discrimination from his family and community as the only openly gay person in his neighborhood. About five years ago, gang members in his community started harassing and threatening Client because of his sexuality, culminating in an attack on his home last year. In addition, Client is afraid for his life because there have been a spate of murders of gay men in his community recently, who have been targeted by men who use false profiles on gay dating apps. Client is grateful to be in the U.S. and feels happy and safe here, but knows he will face persecution wherever he lives in Colombia.
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