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PAIR Abstracts – December 2023
1. AB (Mauritania), Defensive. DOE: 05/24/2023, 1-year deadline is 05/23/2024. No future hearing (attended his first MCH, changed venue to Boston), in removal proceedings. Has not filed I-589
Client is a 28-year-old man from Mauritania who fears returning to his country due to the maltreatment of his ethnic group. Client has been denied his salary while employed, endured verbal abuse by his supervisor, and experienced physical abuse at the hands of the police. As a Black Peul, he is viewed as the lowest caste in Mauritanian society. White Mauritanians and the country’s police take advantage of individuals who belong to this group as a means of preserving de facto slavery in the country. Client believes that had he stayed and refused to work without compensation, the security forces would have tortured him until he died. Consequently, he has no doubt this would happen if he was forced to return.
2. GJ (Haiti), Affirmative. DOE: 2/20/2023, 1-year on 2/19/2024. Has parole, needs to file i-589. Not in removal proceedings.
Client is a 35 year old man from Haiti who fled the island due to the threats and violence he received as a result of his work as a journalist. Client was a multimedia news reporter and an investigative journalist whose work reached both national and international audiences. Through it he aimed to uncover the truths that were shielded from the public. These pertained to gang organizations, politicians, and other professionals. On occasion his reports were used to hold professionals accountable for their actions, but through time they garnered the attention of influential individuals who would do anything to prevent a story from being published. Numerous gang members and politicians threatened to end the client's life, as well as his wife’s, if he continued his line of work. Despite his stepping away from journalism, the threats from his persecutors escalated in the form of robbery and hinted towards a future kidnapping. Client cannot return to Haiti because the regime that was after him is still in power. Moreover, client is incredibly worried about his wife who is in Haiti and still receiving threats.
3. AB (Nicaragua), Affirmative. DOE: 02/09/2023, 1-year on 02/08/2024. Has parole until 2025, needs to file i-589. Not in removal proceedings.
Client is a 58 year old man from Nicaragua who was paroled into the US by the US Government as one of the Nicaraguan political prisoners who were stripped of their nationality. Client has opposed Nicaragua’s current government since the wave of protests in 2018. He has openly advocated for political prisoner’s rights, spread content opposing President Ortega on social media, and exposed President Ortega’s crimes against his people in an international platform. As a consequence of his political opinion, he was imprisoned. Throughout this period he endured inhumane treatment in which he was deprived of basic necessities and rights. Like his counterparts, this ruthlessness extended into client’s court proceedings and manifested itself as a conviction of treason that left him stateless. Once in the US, the political party’s grip on client's life appeared to continue as the family that sponsored him were its avid supporters. Client was able to find housing elsewhere, but has intel that his online advocacy was still being tracked by the Nicaraguan government. After his family directly received death threats due to his political opinion, client has since deleted his social media, but continues to fear for his life.
4. BB (Mauritania), Defensive. DOE: 06/10/2023, 1-year on 06/09/2024. Needs i-589, first MCH is on 09/09/2025. *Derivatives age out in 2042 and 2043 (currently in Mauritania)
Client is a 40-year-old man from Mauritania who fears returning because the Mauritanian police is persecuting him for his race, ethnicity, and role as an activist. Mauritania’s government and society have normalized the inhumane treatment of the country’s black ethnic groups for decades. In efforts to marginalize the members of the latter groups, these actors have stripped individuals of their rights and documentation, as well as enslaved them for personal gain. Client identifies as a Halpulaar (Fulani) that has not only survived some of these experiences, but one that is committed to peacefully advocating against the injustices faced by people like him, as well as other social causes. Although this passion is entrenched in his family lineage, it has resulted in mistreatment at the hands of the Mauritanian police. Throughout his time as an activist, he has been extensively beaten by police forces. He fled the country to preserve his life when the police labeled him as an instigator of public disorder and issued a country-wide wanted notice. Client fears that if he returns to Mauritania he will be tortured or killed.
5. AB (Guinea), Defensive. DOE: 08/10/2023, 1-year on 08/09/2024. Needs i-589, has parole. Upcoming MCH 09/18/2024. *Derivative ages out in 2033 (currently in Guinea)
Client is a 33-year-old woman whose social justice activism has made her a target of the Guinean Government. Since 2022, she has participated in protests demanding fair elections, just hearings, and respect for human rights. Anyone who partakes in these demonstrations is perceived as an adversary of the current government. For this reason, it is routine for police and military forces to attack and arrest protesters. Due to her role as an organizer and active protester, client has been repeatedly jailed under dire conditions and severely beaten. Moreover, while she was detained in a military camp with a group of individuals, she survived a traumatic sexual violence experience. After she was released, the officers threatened the group with death if they chose to speak about their experiences at the camp. Her security concerns escalated upon learning that the atrocities had been uncovered and that the government began to fulfill their promise of killing the surviving ex-detainees. To this day, client is coping with the physical and emotional injuries that persist.
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