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• April 2015 - Infection Prevention & Control for Clinical Office Practice - 
PIDAC

• June 2017 - Public Health Units inspect and, in some cases, close 
practices - much uncertainty, capitalizing, rumours, WRONG information 
- who did/do you believe????

• November 2017 - PHO Checklists - have you done initial audit & 
prioritized based on risk assessment???

• March 2018 - CSA Standards
• November 2018 - RCDSO Standards (very different than draft)
• December 2018 - CDHO Guidelines - practice specific written policies & 

procedures - reviewed at least annually, updated as necessary - Pages 6-
7

• January 2019 - Kingston office closed
• what's next......
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We are all an integral part of IPAC - 
everyone has responsibility......
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RCDSO - Education & Training
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Sterilization Monitoring - Quality Assurance

• Maintenance
• Physical Parameters - preference is sterilizer with 

recording device or printer
• Chemical Indicators
• Biological Indicators
• all are necessary for safe care
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PCD - Chemical Indicator

• commercially made or created in house
• package that reflects most difficult to sterilize
• marked PCD
• type 5 chemical indicator to justify release of load
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No printer
No quarantine

CDHO DECISION 
TREE



Printer/USB, No Quarantine



Biological Indicator Process Challenge 
Device

• commercially made or created in house
• package that reflects most difficult to sterilize
• marked PCD
• Biological Indicator, Type 5 Chemical Indicator
• every day sterilizer is used for each type of cycle (ie 

wrapped, plastics) preferably at same time each day
• in a full load





Flow chart - RCDSO website

CDHO's website
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Recent Acknowledgement of problem.....

• 2011 - death due to legionella
• 2015, 2016 - USA - mycobacterium abscessus infections 

after pulpotomies
• 2017 - PHO checklists
• ignorance is no longer an excuse



A 2 colony forming units/ml
B 10 cfu/ml
C 10,000 cfu/ml
D 18,000 cfu/ml
E 400,000 cfu/ml
F 100,000 cfu/ml
G 200,000 cfu/ml



Ideal conditions for biofilm growth

• hardeners, additives in waterlines
• narrow bore tubing
• low flow rates
• low water pressure
• long periods of stagnation
• potential for retraction of oral fluids
• whatever product is used, 100% compliance from 

dental staff is required



























Questions, Concerns

Thank you


