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November 5, 2018

Dear Friend of Goshen,

remember September 10, 2008, like it was yesterday. It was Anna’s first 
day of Preschool here at Goshen Friends. I was nervous. Would she be OK 
without me, for three whole hours? 

I was brave. I held back my tears and wished my girl well as Tr. Michele DuPlessis 
unbuckled her car seat, took her tiny little hand, and ushered her out onto the 
driveway.

Tr. Michele then handed me a small paper bag and said, “This is for you.” Inside 
were a cotton ball, a tissue, and a Hershey’s kiss. A note told me the cotton ball 
was a reminder of my child’s gentle spirit, the tissue would dry my eyes, and the 
chocolate would get me through until pickup. 

Full disclosure: I ate the chocolate as I drove away. And then came the tears. Not 
because I was worried about Anna, but because the teacher knew what I was going 
through. She knew this was my first. But she also knew everything was going to  
be OK. 

I would feel this way many, many more times over the next eight years, as both of 
my children learned, laughed, and loved here at Goshen Friends. When I dropped 
my kids off every morning, I knew the teachers were caring not only for Anna and 
Owen but also for my entire family. 

This school truly is a family. I believe that sense of family is just one of the things 
that makes Goshen so unique. There are also our Quaker values, our devotion 
to the light in every child, the way we respect and admire the children, the way 
we encourage their natural desire to wonder and explore. The children are all 
very unique, and so are their families. We are honored to be the place where that 
uniqueness can flourish and grow. 
            (over)
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Today, I am asking you to help us keep the unique that we all love. Like all 
independent schools, we truly rely on donations in order to operate each year. 
Tuition alone cannot cover all that we do for our children and families. Your 
donations can help us cover the cost of the following goals:

• Expand our outdoor learning through the addition of a mud kitchen, 
which provides a creative space for children as they build collaboration and 
communication skills in an outdoor setting

• Add the Wilson Fundations activities program for Pre-Kindergarten, which 
supports students’ emerging understanding of alphabetic principles

• Fund a long-term outdoor art project that combines contributions from 
students, teachers, and families to enhance and “beautify” the east (Extended 
Care) entrance of the Preschool building

• Conduct a review of our curriculum so that it continues to be challenging, 
loving, and fun

• Provide professional development for our teachers that focuses on best 
practices for early childhood educators in a Quaker setting

• Launch a new, mobile website that is user-friendly for current and 
prospective families

Please consider a gift to our Annual Fund. No gift is too small! Help us continue 
to be the place that children and families love. 

In Friendship,

Mimi Ackers
Head of School

" I believe that 

sense of family is 

just one of the 

things that makes 

Goshen so unique. "

-Mimi Ackers

Online donations can be made at www.goshenfriends.org/donate

Goshen Friends School is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
An acknowledgement of your donation will be sent via US mail.


