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| Soils contain twice as much
carhon as the atmosphere and
vegetation combined in the
form of soil organic matter
(SOM). Soil microhes (fungi and
hacterial are important agents
of hoth SOM formation and
destahilization, the latter often leading to the loss of
carhon from soils as carhon dioxide. My research
examines the microbial traits that favor SOM
formation, with a focus on fungi. Understanding the
factors that render soil microhes net SOM
accumuilators may make the management of soils for
carhon accrual possihle, with implications for
cllmate cnange mitigation and soil fﬂl‘lllllv
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