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The S.S. St. Louis: The ship of Jewish refugees that nobody wanted! 

On May 13, 1939, more than 900 Jews fled Germany aboard the S.S. St. Louis. Turned away both from Havana, Cuba, and, by the 

F.D.R. administration, from the U. S. shores, they were forced to return to Europe. Of those aboard, 250 were murdered by the 

Nazis.  Hans Fisher was a young boy aboard the S.S. St. Louis. 

In 1941 Hans Fisher was able to enter the US. He earned a Ph.D in      
Nutritional Biochemistry from the University of Illinois. In 1954 Hans 
was hired to the faculty of Rutgers University in New Jersey where he 
served as Professor and Associate Provost for the Life Sciences for 54 
years, 22 of those as Department Chair.   Upon coming to the Boston 
area, Hans was invited to become a Visiting Scientist at Beth Israel-
Deaconess Medical Center and has lectured at Harvard Medical School. 


