
Rosemarie and Ruby 
 
Rosemarie and 35 fellow humans comprised an enthusiastic audience.  After a lively 
summer of programming for libraries where most audience guests are children, SH 
volunteers noted that this audience of mostly adults responded much the same way 
that kids do—they provided knowledgeable answers to questions SH presenters 
asked.   They also experienced “light bulb” moments as they learned of raptors’ 
adaptations for survival.  They widened their eyes in surprise at descriptions of the 
auditory and visual acuity raptors require to hunt successfully.  Some squirmed as 
they learned of talon strength, which most raptors engage to suffocate prey.  And, in 
the charming way that only grandparents can, they chuckled appreciably as Katie, a 
SH volunteer who dressed up as a Red-tailed Hawk, turned her back to them and 
wiggled her newly acquired red tail. 
 
The audience offered another response: wonder.  They delighted in the pure, 
awesome beauty of the six raptors Soarin’ Hawk brought:  Puck, the Screech Owl; 
Sherman the Short-eared Owl; Peabody the Barred Owl; Homer the Kestrel; Ginger 
the Red-shouldered Hawk; and Ruby, the Red-tailed Hawk.  They seized 
opportunities to enjoy long looks at the birds, and to take photo portraits of them. 
 
After the program, as SH volunteers offered photo opportunities with the birds, 
Rosemarie was brought to see Ruby.  Rosemarie asked pertinent questions about 
Ruby and Red-tailed Hawks in general, and then became quiet.  First, she wordlessly 
admired Ruby at close range, and then offered subdued whistling and cooing noises, 
to engage Ruby’s attention. Ruby, who had been unusually ornery that day, rested 
calmly in Rosemarie’s presence.  The two new friends, Ruby and Rosemarie, spent 
about ten minutes together before Ruby had to return to Fort Wayne. 
 
Soarin’ Hawk birds are powerful ambassadors.  They provide meaningful 
opportunities to tie the ecological roles of their species to human well-being.   They 
engage people of all ages in the truth that all living creatures are connected, and that 
our choices, such as using rodenticide or throwing an apple core out the car 
window, have unintended consequences that reverberate in the web of life.   
 
 
 
 
 


