
Dr. Hugh Safford will summarize historical, current, and projected future patterns and trends in fire and 
vegetation in California. Burned area is increasing rapidly in California (and principally in northern Califor-
nia), but in most years it is still notably below pre-Euroamerican settlement averages. 

The real issue is the way that fires are burning, not their area. Huge increases in the amount of forest fire 
area burning at high severity (aka “stand-replacing”) are leading to issues with forest regeneration, vegeta-
tion type conversion, ecosystem services, and loss of key habitat for important wildlife species of conser-
vation concern. (Note: this is an expanded version of a talk he gave at the Wildlife Society Western Section 
conference on Feb. 5, 2021.)
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