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Here are Paulist Center Community Members’ Responses to… 

“What Got Me Through 2020”	
February 2021 

 
 
I share a LOVE of horror movies with my sister. We call ourselves The Exorsisters.  Every Friday 
night since the early part of the pandemic we’ve been connecting via Zoom and watching a 
horror movie together. We alternate who chooses, explain why we chose a particular movie, 
and discuss it afterwards.  This is the most I’ve ever “seen” or connected with my sister since 
we both left home. I’m very grateful for this time “together.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

• Distanced outside visits with children, grandchildren, and friends - and the good fortune 
of Texas weather to make it possible. 

• More quiet time together as a couple - cooking together, studying Italian together, and 
frankly some really good Netflix shows! 

• Streaming mass!  
• Hiking and walking outside!  
• An opportunity to practice meditation in the middle of a day more regularly than busy 

lives seemed to allow 
• My prayer grows of 9 women who first met on Zoom but then went to outside distanced 

weekly meetings - time to laugh, share, and pray together  
• Knitting, puzzles, reading 
• And frankly technology -  as much as we denigrate it at times, Zoom, FaceTime, texting, 

streaming Mass, streaming movies - I can’t imagine how tedious being in lockdown 
might have felt without all of these modern ways of communicating with family and 
friends! 

 
*     *     *     *     * 

 
Living in a loving multigenerational “pod” and the ability to use technology to share God’s love 

 
*     *     *     *     * 

 
Shared meals as a family. 
 
During the day, we did our own thing, but mealtime, especially dinner, was relaxed.  We had 
music and wonderful conversation.  
 
The pandemic has allowed more of such time together. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
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Lake swimming. I go for early morning swims in local lakes May through October—Walden 
Pond, Mystic Lake, wherever I can find. Of course, with the pandemic, it was a little different. 
People were walking down to the water in masks, keeping apart, no banter on the beach. But 
once I got in the water and began to swim, I thought, “There is no pandemic here.” Never have I 
felt so light and free. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
One of the commitments that we made was to attend virtual Mass on Sunday mornings at 
10:00 am at the Paulist Center website.  We have not missed a Sunday liturgy.  At your 
suggestion early on, we have our own “chapel” set up in our guest room, with candles, image of 
the risen Christ over our computer, sacred cloth which was blessed at Easter 2020 and 
unleavened bread and juice( no wine) .  I had a photo that I had taken and  put on canvas. 
  

*     *     *     *     * 
 
Having Livestream Mass each week on YouTube as well as well as Holy Week & Easter.  Now we 
have Monday Rosary Group and Wednesday Prayer. 
Even though Covid has separated us from our community we are still united in prayer. 
 
 


