
Business leaders need three kinds of
capital: financial, human and social. So says
management consultant and Forbes contributor Chris Cancialosi. He explains: 
“Financial capital is the funding you need to get off the ground, sustain growth, and 
develop operations. Human capital is the team that brings value to your organization.  
And while both are essential resources for your business, social capital — the 
connections and shared values that exist between people and enable cooperation 
— is the key to entrepreneurial success.”

Why does Cancialosi believe social capital your most important business resource? 
•  It establishes you as a leader – you cultivate social capital by offering advice or 

resources to others without expecting an immediate benefit.
•  It fosters reciprocity – you can begin to count on them when you need support after 

you’ve provided support to others.
•  It creates stronger teams – you can also use social capital to build honest and 

mutually beneficial relationships within your company.
•  It is natural networking – to enjoy all the benefits of social capital, though, you first 

have to build it!

(Visit this website to learn more about Cancialosi’s views on social capital: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chriscancialosi/2014/09/22/4-reasons-social-capital-trumps-all)

THE CHAMBER’S ROLE IN FOSTERING SOCIAL CAPITAL

As the leading convener of businesspeople in our area, the Greater Greenwood 
Chamber offers programs and services that connect members to financial, human and 
social capital. 

Fostering the creation of social capital is one of the Chamber’s top priorities. The 
Chamber believes true business success lies in the heart of each company. This is why 
the Chamber focuses on creating a supportive environment for businesspeople to 
connect and collaborate.

Now, the Chamber is introducing a new way for its members to create social capital 
by offering the opportunity to participate in Capital Connections Industry Groups. 
Think of them as exclusive networking groups, tailored to specific industries.

IF YOU DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE

If you’d like to consider joining a Capital Connections Industry Group, you should be 
aware of the requirements involved. Participants must:
1.  remain employed by a Greater Greenwood Chamber member in good standing.
2.  bring business cards representing your business, which must be one included within 

the designated industry vertical.
3.  participate for a minimum of 6 months and attend 80 percent of the meetings per 

year (policy waived for 2019).
4. register prior to each meeting.
5. be considerate of your fellow group members by:
 a. arriving on time for all group gatherings.
 b. preparing to stay for the entire hour.
 c.  notifying the Chamber at the earliest opportunity if your circumstances 

change after you register.
6.  notify the Chamber’s Membership Development Manager at the earliest opportunity 

if you change employer AND continue to work in the same specific industry vertical. 
This will help ensure a smooth transition. You may rejoin the group if both of these 
conditions are met:

 a.  Your new employer is a Greater Greenwood Chamber member in good 
standing. 

 b. There is room in the group.

MEMBER AGREEMENT
CAPITAL CONNECTIONS INDUSTRY GROUP

I have read and understand the above requirements to participate in a Greater 
Greenwood Chamber Capital Connections Industry Group.  

I agree to be an active member of the group to which I have applied for a minimum 
6-month period. I understand that “active” is the key word in this agreement, and 
if I cannot be actively involved, I will agree to relinquish my seat in this exclusive 
networking group.

It is my responsibility to register and sign-in at each gathering to ensure my 
participation is accurately tracked. It is also my responsibility to inform the 
Membership Development Manager if I need a leave of absence or no longer wish to 
participate in the group.

Printed Name:            

Signature:          Date:     

Monthly Capital Connections Industry Group:        

Representing Company:           

CAPITAL
CONNECT IONS



WHAT ARE CAPITAL CONNECTIONS INDUSTRY GROUPS?

Capital Connections are closed-group gatherings of diverse business leaders working 
within a specific inter-related industry vertical. For example, the Financial Services 
Industry Group will include professionals from banking, accounting, investment, legal, 
payroll, mortgage, title and other related businesses.

Group meetings will be held monthly for one hour and will be chaired by a participant. 
Each group may have a maximum size and a limit on the number of business types.

Each gathering will include brief introductions and remarks, and networking. The 
Chamber or industry group chair may occasionally invite an expert relative to the 
industry vertical to present information on industry trends and economics.

A half dozen Capital Connections Industry Groups already have been formed. 
They are:
• Commercial Development  • Financial Services
• Events, Weddings and Attractions • Health and Life Sciences
• Education and Nonprofit  • Property Services

 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

As a Chamber member, you can participate in one of these groups to create social 
capital to help grow your business. 

Participation is exclusive to Chamber members 
who fall into one of the six established groups, 
by invitation, and dependent upon successful 
application by companies deemed to be a part 
of the industry vertical.

In order for members to build strong 
relationships with other participants in the 
group and to maximize their experience, guests 
may not attend.

Member organizations are limited to one person 
per group but can send different persons to 
different groups.

NOTE: Representatives from similar or 
competing businesses may be present at group 
meetings.
Participation in a Capital Connections Industry 
Group augments other Chamber programs 

and events, such as Business After Hours events and the Legislation Matters Series. 
Engagement in other Chamber programs provide opportunities to strengthen the 
connections you make within your group.

Your membership level determines the number of Capital Connections Industry 
Groups your company may join (so long as your business is included within more than 
one industry vertical):

Connected (and grandfathered Classic) Level: 1 Bronze Chamber Partner: 3
Engaged Level: 1      Silver Chamber Partner: 4
Advocate Level: 2      Gold Chamber Partner: 5
Impact Level: 3      Platinum Chamber Partner: 6

Contact the Chamber’s Membership Development Manager if you are interested in 
participating in a Capital Connections Industry Group: Alex Wheeler, 
alexandria@greenwoodchamber.com, 317-888-4856. 
 

WHY SHOULD YOU 
PARTICIPATE?

We understand your time is valuable. Participating in an industry-specific Capital 
Connections Group helps you manage your work/life balance by focusing your time to 
form intentional business relationships. Here you can:
•  get to know and build camaraderie with professionals working within your industry.
• share and learn best practices.
• gain a more complete understanding of participants’ products and services.
• increase your business exposure with your most likely referral partners.
• develop a vetted, confident source of recommendations for your clients.
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